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ENERGY ECONOMICS 


GUYANA 


PLANNED ELECTRICITY RATE HIKE PROVOKES HEATED CONTROVERSY 


TUC Objections 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 9 Dec 82 pp 1, 4-5 


[Text ] 


Cde Jack’s letter dated 
December 3, 1962 was 
sent in response to a 
letter from the TUC in 
which the Trade Union 

expressed its op- 
osition to the recent 
increase in electricity 
charges. ; 

The exchange of letters 
was preceded by a 
meeting ‘between Cde 
Jack and senior officers 
of the TUC led by 
President Samuel Walker 


on October 22 at which the 


matter was discussed in 


he Trades Union 


Congress is contending 
that sky-rocketing ec 


of consumer items, 
the increased GEC rates 
are adding considerably 
to the economic problems 
of the workers. 

The TUC is contending 


further that in order to 
meet the financial needs 
of the GEC the Cor- 


poration should be sub- 
sidised by the Guyana 


Government. The TUC 
also plans to stage @ 
protest march in support 


of its demands. x 


ENERGY and Miges Minister Hubert Jack 
has written the Guyana Trades Union 
Congress (TUC) expressing his willingness to 
held further discussion and dialogue on the 
tien of tariffs heing charged by the 
na Electricity Corporation. 


Hewever , Minister 
Jack has made the 


points: = 
.. Because of the state of 


the national economy at 

= the government 
net in a pesition to 

subsidise the GEC. 


..Im any event, to sub- 


sidise the GEC, the 


government would have 
te generate additional 


revenue through in-. 


creased or new taxes 
since the government has 
no income ef its own, 
.-That the productive 
sector — in essence, the 
economic recovery and- 
survival of the nation — is 
heavily dependent upon 
the availability of a 
reliable supply . 
.. In order te continue 
imprevement ef elec- 
‘trieity se in the 
‘country, it mecessary 
‘that... -the ©. current 
rehabilitation. 
me be ceatinued, 
is rehabilitation 
programme wou 


lean toe fund the 


programme. 
..In order to attract the 
funds for con- 
tinuing the rehabilitation 
exercise, it is necessary 
that the GEC be made to 
operate on a_ self- 
financing basis. The 
would -be lenders, he 
said, sist that the GEC 
must be self-financing.’ 
“The issue” before us is 
whether consumers want 


what price they would be 
prepared to pay for it. We 
cannot have a con- 
tinuation of the 
rehabilitation 

programme and at the 
same time have no in- 
crease in the tariffs, ’’ 
Cde Jack explained 
yesterday. » 


on ——_ business, 
explained also that the 
recent increase in 
electricity rates was 
lly scheduled to be 
introduced in January 
this year but government 


delayed its introduction 


until October 1. 








He ned farther” 
that by ying, by sine, 


months, the intre .uccior- 
of the new taiff struc- 
ture, <t GEC was 
prevented from im- 
proving its financial 


position. 

He lamented that the 
TUC’s representatives 
have not yet 
positively to a‘ number of 
proposals made to them 
during ' their recent 
meeting withhim. ~~ 
These proposals in- 
cluded an invitation to the 


“he; also included an © 


invitalion for the TUC’s 
regeaich officer to liaise 
with the GEC’s finance 
officer  ( ’ the 
geheral managet ) who 
will make available to 


-him, for his assessmen 


all relevant financia 
ey 
Meanwhile , in his 


-December 3 letter , Cde 


Jack informed the TUC 
of his intentica te submit 
te Cabicet a recom- 
mendation fer the 


establishment ef —an. 


“This matter has 
already been di 
and approved by the 
GEC board in principle 
and I trust that the TUC 
would find it ible io 
serve on such a com- 
mittee when establisned”’ 
he said in his letter to the 


“TUC. 


He added: ‘‘In the 
meantime, I continge to 
be available for further 


censideration be given to 


‘electricity consumer 


eousultative committee. the various suggestions 


TUC to support a com-= 
which I have made and 


mittee to improve ef- 





ficiency in the GEC and . which would advise his that the TUC. be 

which a ministry on tariffs and prepared._te enter into 

wastage’ and - other. related matters on an constructive dislogde on 

ae en —_ anneal basis. , the matter of increased 

! opera : ge : tariffs.” 
anti the cost of electricity. . ae ee 
GEC Position 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 10 Dec 82 p 1 
[Text] 
“THE increased elec- ~ carefully and has been tie 

tricity tariffs introduced doing its best to ensure nendinae ie he GEC. 

two months ago by the that it keeps a tight reign He said both of these 

Guyana Electricity oa the cost of running its. matters > ae" 

intended to help the GEC Cde. Holder was com- and the current’ 

meet its bills for current _ menting on the contention examination of the GEC’s 

expenditure, the cor- of the Guyana Trades rates and tariff structure 

poration’s General Union (TUC) — were discussed in 

Manager, Joe Holder has _that the decision -to in- a when he met and 

a og corte — troduce the inereased: d discussions wie a 10 
s shou e member ation 

about 85 per cent — of the rescinded about six wounean’ 


corporation’s current 
expenditure, he said, is 
devoted to meeting the 
GEC’s fuel and labour 
ae 2... 

“The government is still 
funding | the capital 
programme of the EC. 


The increased tariffs are 
intended to bring ‘the 
corporation’s revenue up 
to its level of ex- 


penditure”’, the GEC~ 


General Manager ex- 
plained. 

He said that the cor- 
poration has been 
examining its systems 


and activities. very. 


_ Meanwhile, Energy and 
Mines Minister Hubert 


Jack has disclosed that 
the Guyana National 
Energ Authority 
(GNEA), headed by Cde. 
Bernard Crawford, is 
currently engaged in 
examining ‘the GEC’s- 
rates and tariff structure 
and he ts to receive 
a report shortly from the 
authority. 

Cde. Jack also disclosed 
that negotiations are now 
taking place with the — 
World Bank for a 25 
million dollars (US) loan 


to complete the . 


The loan if granted, 
-would be a follow to 
one for 11 million dollars 
(USiwhich was received 
from the bank in 1979. . 

Cde. Jack who is the 
Cabinet Minister 
responsible for the fun- 
ctioning ‘of the GEC, 
explained that it was of 
crucial importance that 
the GEC’s rehabilitation 
programme be com- 
pleted. 

The recovery of the 
national economy 
depends a great deal on° 
the availability of a 








reliable supply of elec- 
tricity to fuel the coun- 
try’s productive sectors, 
he pointed out. 

In this regafd, it was 
necessary that the GEC 
be able to finance its 


CSO: 3298/289 





current expenditure from 
the revenue it earns. The 
government, he said, was 


not in a position to 


, Bubsidise the operations 
of the GEC as is being 
requested by the TUC. 


Such a subsidy could 
come only from increased 
taxes which would have 
to be borne by the ver. 
people whose interests 
the TUC is seeking to 
represent. —(GNA)} 











ENERGY ECONOMICS TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


DISCUSSIONS CONTINUE ON NATIONAL FUTURE OF TEXACO 


Company-Union Subcommittee 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 29 Dec 82 p 1 


[Text] SUB-COMMITTEE ising members of 





Report of 'Deadline' 





Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 29 Dec 82 p 6 
[Text] 

TEXACO Trinid If no settlement is proceeding with Govern- 
Inc. wants a — reached, the pany. oat co Vee eS 
ment of negotia would have to decide and no decision has yet been 
ee 

mon : t 
according to ——— Seuitanid ‘eee, it was ty 
circula in the oil stated. at the Ministry of Labour 
belt over the weekend og Comat Sot comment, yesterday afternoon to re 

y. ment: ‘Discussions are still sion plan issue. ———" 















Texaco wants to at the Pointe-a-Pierre re bago, are taking with 
a abour Toce of 658 br to b Government? — 
some 2,000 by the end of SA A yuan Ose thing is certain end 











One way of doing it is to is barrels its 

reduce the retirement age oan som crude as suuroe clase to the com- 
nn OOS well as tride on behalf of said it was a normal 
Minister George Trintoc. to do over a long holi- 
Chambers, in his The question being asked day Sut oilworkers are see- 
Speech, announced an in the oil belt is:- Would ing it in a different light 

terim a with Texaco shut down ‘opera- situation. 
period tions at the end of this It is understood that the 
while discussions re- company is pressing for a 


; 
: 
| 


Plea for Gov't Concessions 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 29 Dec 82 p 8 


[Editorial] 


[Text] We shudder to think of the impact which a shutdown of Texaco's 
refinery at Pointe-a-Pierre would have on the economic life of the South. 

One San Fernando businessman put it graphically when he said, "the oil capital 
will not only become a ghost town, but all Southerners will suffer a psycho- 


logical trauma if Texaco goes." 


We do not believe that he was exaggerating. It is an indisputable fact that 
no other single corporation in the history of our country has contributed so 
much, with such genuine goodwill, to our development than Texaco Trinidad Inc. 


Partnership 


For our part, we would consider it a major economic tragedy if the excellent 
partnership our developing nation has enjoyed with this multi-national were 
now to be severed. Anybody with even a rudimentary acquaintance of the 
workings of the international oil industry would know that we would not have 
been able to produce, refine and sell petroleum products successfully on the 
world market without entering into some arrangement with one or other of the 


oil giants. 


So that cries for the nationalisation of Texaco were always nothing more than 
ignorant, emotional and dangerous appeals to our rising sense of nationalism. 


In terms of the company's contribution to the nation's revenue, the charge 
that Texaco has been ripping us off is also refuted by looking at the figures. 
The statistics that we have most readily to hand cover the company's opera- 
tions for the six-year period from 1971 to 1976 and they reveal a pattern of 
increasing tax deductions against rapidly declining dividends paid to the 


parent company. 
In the years 1975 and 1976, for example, Texaco Trinidad remitted no divi- 


dends while it paid $154,720,000 and $212,792,000 in income taxes, $36,066,000 
and $48,873,000 in royalties and other contributions to Government revenue, 








$100,933,000 and $132,960,000 in payroll costs including pensions, NIS and 
savings plans and $73,230,000 and $131,860,000 in goods and services pur- 


chased locally. 


For the entire six-year period, Texaco Trinidad sent back $24,617,000 in 
dividends while spending $579,800,000 in new investment, and $555,829,000 
in local goods and services and paying $665,510,000 in income taxes, 
$182,622,000 in royalties and other contributions to Government revenue and 
$525,965,000 in payroll costs. 


Texaco's payroll, numbering 7,880 at December 1976, had the effect of 
generating a further $72,000,000 by way of PAYE. 


By contrast, Texaco Trinidad paid no dividend to the stockholder, it parent 
company, [as published] in 1972, 1975 and again in 1976. 


But Texaco has demonstrated its genuine interest in the welfare of our 
country and its people in many ways above and beyond the economic call of 
duty. 


In the circumstances, we would expect the Government to give its most 
sympathetic consideration to Texaco's case and that every possible concession 
would be made to maintain the partnership. 


Texaco Silence on Chambers' Budget 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 31 Dec 82 p 1 
[Text ] 


ties held at the Minis 


TEXACO Trinidad Inc. ed to be taken to Cabinet 


said yesterday it could not 
comment on p 8 out- 
lined in the 1983 Budget 
Speech by the Prime Minis- 
ter and ster of Finance, 
Mr. George Chambers. 

_ This reply was given to a 
list of questions submitted 
to the oil company by tele- 
phon Wednesda 


relations division: Matters 
referred to in the 1983 
Budget by the Prime Minis- 
ter were considered 7 8 
ministerial committee 

on Tuesday and was expect- 


CSO: 3298/290 


yesterday. 

“It would not be appropri- 
ate to make any comments 
at this time,” said Mrs. 
Bernice Joseph on behalf of 
the company’s public rela- 
tions division. 

The “Trinidad Guardian” 
had asked the company to 

ve its reactions to the 
Borie! proposals concern- 
ing Texaco and to comment 
on statements made by the 

vice-president of the 
ds Workers Trade Un- 

p (OWTU) Errol McCleod 
at the conclusion of a meet- 
ing between the two par- 


‘stin 
0 


Labour at Riverside Piaza 
on Tuesday. 

Mr. McCleod had said 
that the oil 5° 9 & gen- 
eral menag A 5 oyd - 

rep negatively 
to the future of Texaco in 
Trinidad even if the union 
had compromised on the. 
question of early retire- 
ment of employees aged 60 
years and over. — 

The union official had also 
claimed that new proposals 
from the company on retire- 
ment benefits appeared to 
be inferior to previous pro- 
posals. 











ENERGY ECONOMICS 


AMOCO TRINIDAD REPORTS FALL IN PROFITS FOR 1982 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 29 Dec 82 p 1 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


AMOCO Trinidad Oil 
Company, the biggest 
producer of crude oil in the 
country, has reported a 
drop in profits for 1982. 

And, according to Robert 
powers 8 papa and 
General -Manager, the 
company is- bracing itself 
+a even harder times in 

Mr Powers’s revelations 
were contained in his 
Christmas Message which 
was published in the 
company’s monthly 
newspaper, ‘‘Amoco News.” 

Mr Powers stated: 

“Early in February, I 
projected that our 
expenditures would in- 
crease dramatically for 
operating expenses and new 
facilities and that our 
revenues would decrease. 

‘All have occurred. How- 
ever, fortunately for the 
company and all of us, you 
responded so well to m 
appeals to be careful wi 


3298/290 


the company’s money that 
our opera expenses now 
appear ag ower than 
anticipated. 


“Also our production 
not declined as much.” 


Mr a. added that 
“every em ee deserves 
ter aes vecutan* 
And he ‘went on to warn 
about the difficult times 


ahead in the new year. 
“The: year ahead,” he 
said cowl be even more 


difficult than this one, but. 


if the efforts we started in 

1982 are continued without 

relaxation in 1983, I am 

confident that we can 

remain in a profitable and 
sful organisation.”’ 


’ ‘He went on: 
‘We hear a lot these days 
about vee world-wide 


the 
in. crude oil sales and 
These 


. These conditions are 
true on a world-wide basis. 
We are, however 

g the storm and 


finding markets for our 
crude at the best prices 


possible.’’ 
Turning to th: gas 
ogg at the Cassi: fields, 
said that it ‘‘demon- 
strates our dence in 
the long term economic 
viability of Trinidad and 
Tobago because we are 
spending and committing 
large sums of money at a 
time when may not 
be willing or able to do so.”’ 


Mr Powers disclosed that 
“to place this project in 
proper per ve, our in- 
vestments dy made or 
committed this year will be 
about SO per cent of the 
entire Caribbean Initiative 
commitments.”’ 


This means that the sum 
Amoco has invested in the: 
Cassia project would 
amount to over $400 million. 

Amoco currently 
produces some 96,000 barrels 
of oil daily. 











COUNTRY SECTION 


INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


CANADIAN AID TEAM STUDIES CARIBBEAN CATTLE IMPROVEMENT 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 18 Dec 82 pl 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


3298/291 


A six-member team of 
consultants from the 
Canadian International 
Development tl 
(CIDA) has conclu the 


Guyana leg of a feasibility — 


study aimed at improving 
animal nutrition, health, 
reproduction and farm 
management. 

The study is related to a 
proposed regidnal herd 
improvement Record- 
Keeping System (RKS) 
and is to be specially 
targeted on commercial 
milk and beef enterprises, 
dual purpose cattle and 
herds for breeding 
research and demon- 
stration. 


’ The mission has already 


visited Jamaica, Barbados 
and Trinidad and Tobago. 
Similar studies will be done 
in Saint Lucia, Antigua and 
Belize. 

CARDI, ;which is based 
in Georgetown, has been 
appointed executing agent 
for the project on of 
the Caricom Secretariat. 

While in Guyana the 
mission held talks with the 
Ministry of Agriculture, 
Livestock Development 


Company and the Caricom 
Secretariat. 

The study arose from the 
regional agricultural 
planners’ meeting | in 
Montserrat in October this 
year, and will also 
determine strategies and 
costs of such a system, 'It is 
also aimed at recom- 
mending Ways and means 
by which small part-time 
or subsistence livestock 
farms could improve their 
record-keeping ' and 
evaluation. 

Among ‘the institutions 
visited in Guyana were the 
livestock farm, the central 
agricultural station, 
Kabower and Moblissa 
ranches as well as private 
farmers in Georgetown, 
East Coast, Demerara and 
West Coast, Berbice. 

Members of the study 
mission were Professor 
John Moxely, Mr. Robin 
Flockton, Mr. Gary Craven 
and Mr. Thomas Body from 
the CIDA; Dr. Paskhal 
Osuji of CARDI and Mr. 
Harold Patterson from the 
Ministry of * Agriculture, 
Barbados. (GNA) 








COUNTRY SECTION 


FIVE CARIBBEAN STATES GOT WORLD BANK, IDA AID IN 1982 





Bridgetown THE NATION in English 7 Jan 83 p 7 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


PROJECTS worth US 
$148.6 million for four 
Caribbean Comm 

{CARICOM} countries an 
the Bahamas were ap- 


i 


oz 
i 
* 
ge 
3: 


. water and 
sewerage network, by com 
and by ‘rainiag to the 

and staff of the 


3298/291 


~ tt said that the government 
hoped to foreign 


the foreign 
Jamaica Com- 
pany’s 1962-64 


operation of . The 
tal coet of the project i 881.2 
ap Reel y= 
of energy would be 

with consultant for 


INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


efforts to diversify and increase 
production, as well 

as promote and implement an 

conservation 


Jamaica's funds will be 
provided to recruit -level 
experts for advisory positions in 
the public sector. consultants 
for short-term studies and 
activities, and training to 
develop local management 
capabilities in order to help the 
oe haga implement = 
monitor its programme o 
structural adjustment. 


The bank said that the $5 
million for Dominica is to help to 
reduce transportation costs and 
stimulate agricultural 
production rural employment, 
road 


and exports. Priorit 
ions will be tated 


. sect 


Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) 
The bank said ‘that the $5.8 
million to the Bahamas is to help 
that government in its efforts to 
upgrade the grand town area by 
roviding access to 
Sousias. public utilities and 
community services and to 
—— voy mye in industry 
by the Bahamas 
Agricultural and Industrial 
Corporation. ' 
The total cost of the ; hy 


- $24.3 million. 














COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


CARIBBEAN SUGAR ASSOCIATION MEETS; GUYANESE REELECTED TO TOP POST 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 11 Dec 82 p 8 


[Text] Chairman of the Guyana Sugar Corporation, Cde. H. B. Davis, has been 
re-elected chairman of the Sugar Association of the Caribbean (Inc.), at 
the annual general meeting held in Tobago earlier this week. 


The association's members (from Barbados, Guyana, Jamaica, St. Kitts-Nevis 
and Trinidad and Tobago), in their deliberations focused on the low world 
market prices, the ineffectiveness of the International Sugar Agreement, 
sugar trade with the EEC and all its implications, particularly re-allocation 
of shortfalls, and the United States market. 


The following release was issued by the SAC secretariat: 


"The annual meetings of the Sugar Association of the Caribbean Incorporated 
(SAC) were held at the Crown Reef Hotel, Tobago on December 6-7, 1982. 


"These were the meetings of the Marketing Committee, the meeting with the 
United Kingdom refiners, the 89th meeting of the Board of Directors and the 


42nd Annual General meeting. 


"It was noted that all member countries of SAC had now approved the new United 
Kingdom market premium formula which was negotiated with Tate and Lyle 

Limited and that advance payments had already been made by Tate and Lyle for 
the year 1981-82. The market premium represents a two-thirds share of the 
premium obtained by the refiners from the sale of sugar on the UK market. 


"Matters affecting African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) countries’ sugar 
trade with the European Economic Community (EEC) were discussed. The con- 
cerns expressed at the recent meeting of the Caricom Working Party on sugar 
were noted and approval was given to the resolution passed at that meeting 
requesting the Secretary-General of Caricom to apprise the Governments of 
the sugar exporting countries of Caricom of certain points prior to the 
meeting of the ACP Ministerial Group of sugar which is to be held in 
Brussels on Monday, (December 13, 1982). 


These points relate to the essential need to preserve both the access to 
and price provisions of the sugar protocol. 
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"Insofar as access is concerned, it was felt that effective pressure can be 
brought to bear on the EEC to re-allocate shortfalls among the existing 
member states of the sugar protocol only when the ACP agree among themselves 
some definite basis of allocation. 


Efforts should be made to resolve this matter at the Brussels meeting as the 
long delay has been to the advantage of the EEC. 


It was re-emphasised that physical access to the EEC internal sugar market 
formed one of the essential conditions for the entry of the UK into the EEC. 
It thus remained the essence of the sugar protocol arrangements and the 

right of the ACP to such access had in no way been affected by the subsequent 
growth in the Community's production and export of sugar. 


"With regard to price, while special measures had become essential, this 


should not obscure the continuing need to press for annual negotiations in 
order to obtain the highest possible guaranteed price,” the SAC Secretariat 


said. 


CSO: 3298/291 
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COUNTY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


a CE > we oe 


COLOMBIAN BAN ON VENEZUELAN IMPORTS 
Bogota EL TIEMPO in Spanish 30 Dec 82 pp 1-A, 6-A 


[Text] Yesterday the Colombian Government banned the importation of 96 
products which were coming into this country from Venezuela and included 
them on a stipulated list of exceptions which apply to trade within the 
Andean Pact nations, 

{ 
The Managing Council of Foreign Trade adopted the measure, and pointed out 
that it was not a matter of not abiding by the regulations under the Cartagena 
Agreement but rather of protecting national industry. 


Nor was it, the council said, a retaliation against Venezuela which, since the 
first of December, has banned purchases of more than 140 products, the major- 
ity coming from Colombia. 


Among others, the council decided to put on the list of exceptions and follow- 
ing products: soybean oil, cottonseed oil, canned sardines, fruit preserves 
and juices, perfumes and cosmetics in general, and aluminum bars, molding and 


wire, 


This action was taken within the framework of the rights given to a country 
under the Andean Pact which allow them to protect their manufacturing indus- 
tries in cases where imports coming from neighboring countries affect those 


industries. 


As a consequence of the Colombian decision, the products now covered under the 
protection just described will no longer come under the Andean Free Tariff 


Program. 


A communique of the Colombian Institute of Foreign Trade simply states that 
"it was agreed to take advantage of the quota which Colombia has on the list" 
and to remove from the free tariff agreement "an aggregate of products sus- 
ceptible to competition from other countries of the subregion." 


In other areas, however, the measure was regarded as a clear response to the 
Caracas government, stating that when it ignored subregional compromises this 
action prohibited the importation of numerous Colombian products amounting to 
approximately 100 million dollars annually. 


9972 
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COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


CCL MISSION TO SURINAME--The possibility of providing financial assistance 
to a number of Suriname families will be looked at during a meeting in 
Curacao. The families are those of trade unionists denied entry back home 
and those of people executed by the military regime in what was described 
as an attempted coup last month. Attending that meeting on Thursday will 
be the secretary general of the Caribbean Congress of Labour, Burns Bonadie 
and representatives of the International Trade Secretariat and the Surinamese 
trade unionists who were denied entry. That meeting will also coordinate 
further action on the situation, according to Bonadie. Already, a delega- 
tion to visit and examine the situation in Suriname is being put together. 
Bonadie said that people are now being selected and negotiations for their 
entry into the country are now being carried out in Holland. Bonadie noted 
that the information which the CCL was receiving from Suriname was from 
reliable sources but he added that for "obvious reasons" the sources could 
not be disclosed. [Text] [Bridgetown THE NATION in English 5 Jan 83 


p 14] 


GRENADA CARGO FIRE--Cargo worth thousands of dollars was destroyed early 
Monday morning when the MV Sun Guajira caught afire near Shed 4 of the Port- 
of-Spain Docks. According to reports, the fire started in the No 2 hatch 
alongside Shed 4 at 5.30 a.m. The hatch was closed overnight and early in 

the morning the watchman noticed smoke coming out of the hatch hole. He sum- 
moned the Chief Mate and the Captain who contacted the fire department. Three 
units from Fire Services headquarters managed to control the blaze. Cargo 
intransit from Montreal to Grenada (flour, peas, toilet paper and personal 
effects) were destroyed. In picture, firemen inspect the hatch. [photo not 
reproduced] [Text] [Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 29 Dec 82 


p 6] 


CSO: 3298/291/292 
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COUNTRY SECTION INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


LIAT, CTRC TO GET LOANS, GRANTS FROM EEC 
FL262206 Bridgetown CANA in English 2143 GMT 26 Jan 83 


[Text] St Georges, Grenada, 26 Jan (CANA)--The European Economic Community 
(EEC) has approved loans and grants valued at nearly 23 million East 
Caribbean dollars (one E.C. dollar; 37 cents U.S.) for two regional projects. 


Informed sources here disclosed today that the money will be divided between 
the LIAT airline which serves the eastern Caribbean (and is owned by all 

the governments of the eastern Caribbean including Trinidad and Tobago and 
Barbados), and the Caribbean Tourism Research Centre (CTRC) which is based 


in Barbados. 


In an outright grant to LIAT, the EEC has made $7.9 million available and 
has agreed to lend the airline another $6.2 million repayable over 40 years 
with a 10-year grace period and interest of 1 percent. 


For the CIRC, the EEC has made a grant of $8.75 million to finance research 
into handicraft in the Caribbean. 


From his office in Antigua, LIAT's Managing Director Captain Arthur Foster 
said by telephone today that the application for financial assistance was 
submitted to the EEC in August 1981 and was based on a survey of the airlines 
immediate needs made by the Dutch firm of consultants, Naco Air Facts. 


Foster said the experts recommended that LIAT's communication equipment 
be updated, that some of its buildings be renovated and that the airline 
acquire some heavy ground equipment such as high-lift loaders and fork 


lifts for cargo and baggage handling. 


The grant money was originally expected to be about $6.9 million but, 
because of the time lapse since the application was made, another million 
dollars had been added to take care of inflation. 


Mr Foster disclosed that LIAT has an application pending with the EEC for 
a loan of (U.S.)$14 million and yet another application with the European 
Investment Bank for a loan of (U.S.)$8.7 million. "We hope that both these 
loans will come through by the end of this year and this money will be 

used to finance the purchase of three new aircraft," he added. 


CSO: 3298/1188 
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COUNTRY SECTION ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 


BRIEFS 


CALL FOR TUC--St. Johns, Antigua, Thursday (CANA)--The general secretary of 
the Antigua Workers Union (AWU), Keithlyn Smith, has called for the creation 
of a trades union congress comprising labour bodies here to protect the 
rights of the working class people. He said a trades union congress was the 
only organisation which could protect such persons from the hostility of any 
government and private employer. "The workforce in Antigua and Barbuda is 
divided and the whole group of employers and government are using this divi- 
sion to exploit and take advantage of working class people," Mr. Smith 
claimed. "Some of the basic trade union principles, if not all, are being 
broken every day by employers in this country." Looking at the industrial 
climate during the past year, Mr. Smith said there were no major strikes, 
but the purchasing power of several workers had been eroded by price 
increases. He also challenged the governments claim that the cost of living 
here went up by only 2.49 per cent last year. [as published] [Text] 
[Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 7 Jan 83 p 3] 


CSO: 3298/307 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


WHEELED-AIRCRAFT LANDING AT NEW ANTARCTIC BASE STUDIED 
Buenos Aires LA PRENSA in Spanish 12 Jan 83 p 3 


[Text] The director of the Argentine Antarctic Institute, retired captain 
Roberto Martinez Abal, reported to the newspapers on the activities that 
scientists and technicians are carrying out at the various bases, shelters 
and encampments in Antarctica. 


On this occasion it was pointed out that about 80 professionals or the above- 

mentioned institution are working in the campaign that has just commenced and 

for which the ship Santa Rita of the firm Mediterranea S.A. has been chartered 
with the purpose of carrying out biological and oceanographic research during 

a period of 2 months. 


Capt Martinez Abal mentioned the program BIOMASS (Biological Investigation of 
Antarctic Stocks and Marine Systems) planned by SCAR (Scientific Committee 
for Anarctic Research), "by means of which," he said, "Argentina leads the 
world in the field of Antarctic research." 


Another aspect mentioned by the head of the organization involves the con- 
struction of a laboratory for biological research in the Jubany base, which 
will have the most modern technical advances and will also have an aquarium 
that will allow the exact reproduction of the conditions in the antarctic 
waters for the study "in vivo" of the different marine species that inhabit 


the Antarctic. 
Four Hundred Petroleum Samples 


After anticipating that "during the present campaign they expect to obtain 
about 400 petroleum samples that will be analyzed in order to establish the 
presence and type of compounds originating from petroleum that are dissolved 
in ocean water," Capt Martines Abal said that "at the Belgrano II Base, ob- 
servations of the Antarctic high atmosphere are being made for the purpose 

of registering the various processes that take place in the polar atmosphere.” 


He also maintained that research on geomagnetism and flow measurement, along 
with the study of the deformations and of snow guaging in the ice domes on 
the islands of Cerro Nevado and Dundee, as well as research related to the 
dynamics, deformations and mass shifting in the zone of erosion of a glacier 
on the island of Vega, will continue at the base Almirante Brown. 
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In the Weddell Sea 


The director of the Antarctic Institute talked about "carrying out oceano- 
graphic research in the Weddell Sea aboard the icebreaker Almirante Irizar 
with the objective—-he said--of obtaining physical data in that sea, using 
electronic sensors that register values of salinity, temperature and oxygen 
dissolved at different depths." He also explained that "at the same time 
personnel of the division of physical oceanography will participate in ac- 
tivities aboard the Santa Rita as part of a project of the biological sciences 
department.” 


"The description of oceanographic conditions where there is commercial fish- 
ing and the search for a possible interaction between the physical and the 
biological environment," he said, "will be the job of that division." 


Storage of Corn and Soybeans 


At this time Capt Martinez Abal stated that "through an agreement between the 
Antarctic Institute and the INTA (National Institute of Agricultural and Live- 
stock Technology) of Pergamino, an experiment will be started for the preser- 
vation of seeds (germ plasm bank) in three antarctic zones previously selected 
for their characteristics. Corn and soybean seeds provided by INTA will be 
stored in the ice and the results in each of the zones, of different average 


temperatures, will be compared." 


Among other persons present at the time this information was given to the 
journalists were Vice Commodore Domingo Dutto, head of the Atmospheric 
Sciences Department, and Capt Federico Muller, head of the technical de- 
partment of the antarctic organization, both of whom also mentioned the 
future tasks for the summer campaign, especially the "planimetric and alti- 
metric study of the Jubany base with the objective of determining the feas- 
ibility of a landing strip that will permit the landing of wheeled aircraft; 
studies on the stability of low temperatures of materials for use in street 
lamps, and other geological objectives relating to the studies to be carried 


out in the region." 


9907 
CSO: 3348/164 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


OIL EXTRACTIONS THROUGH RISK CONTRACTS DROP IN 1982 
Buenos Aires LA NACION in Spanish 12 Jan 83 p 5 


[Text] The predcuction of the petroleum that the Government Oil Deposits (YPF) 
officially ext acts increased by 5.9 percent last December in relation to the 
same month in .381 and increased by 1.65 percent during the entire year, but 
total production of crude oil decreased by 1.66 percent in 1982. 


Petroleum extraction by the government added up to 1,620,754 m3 in December, 
compared to 1,531,035 m3 during the same month in 1981, for an increase of 
89,719 cubic meters. 


On the other hand, the petroleum extracted through development contracts de- 
creased from 856,785 m3 in December 1981 to 749,986 m3 in December 1982. 


The total amount of crude oil extracted last December (by the government and 
through contracts) was 2,370,740 m3, compared to 2,387,820 m3 during the 
same month in 1981. 


The production of crude oil added up to 27,919,481 m3 in 1982 compared to 
28,385,017 m3 in 1981. YPF's official production increased, since it went 
from 18.188,960 m3 to 18,494,353 m3, while production through contracts de- 
creased from 10,196,057 m3 to 9,425,128 m3. 


Completed Wells 


In December 79 wells (51 through government and 28 through contracts) were 
completed, compared to 54 (49 and 5) in the same period in 1981, which shows 
an increase of 46.3 percent. An increase of 14.3 percent was achieved for the 
whole year, as the count went from 694 wells in 1981 to 793 in 1982 (588 by 
government and 205 by contracts). 


Production 


The YPF refineries processed 1,707,629 m3 of crude oil in December 
(1.691,282 m3 of domestic crude oil and 16,347 m3 of imported), compared to 
1,782,283 m3 in 1981. 
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During all of 1982 the processed crude oil amounted to 19,742,066 m3 
(18,880,841 m3 domestic crude oil and 861,225 m3 imported crude 0110 conm- 
pared to 21,034,247 m3 processed during 1981 (19,771,626 domestic crude 
oil and 1,262,621 imported crude oil). 


9907 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


BRIEFS 


FROZEN FISH EXPORTS--"Within 5 years Argentina could easily become the world's 
foremost exporter of frozen fish," said the assistant secretary of fisheries, 
retired ship's captain Hugo Talamoni, upon announcing his retirement from 
that position and introducing his successor, retired ship's captain Raul 
Fermepin. Talamoni reported that the minister of economy has set aside a 
reserve fund in the 1983 budget for the start of the Madryn fishing port, 
with endorsement from the government. In order to stress its importance, 

he said that including the work of the YPF, this will mean an increase of 

25 percent in Chubut's manual labor force. In order to reach the afore- 
mentioned objective, the retiring assistnat secretary considered it necessary 
to be able to rely on a legal tool, the fishing law, already written with the 
collaboration of government, management and scientific sectors. He also 
stressed the need of an adequate line of credit--like that available to ship- 
owners from competing countries, without which it is not possible to renew 
the fleet and compete for new markets. He added that the economic authorities 
are completely aware that yearly catches of 1 million tons of anchovies can 
be obtained without depleting the resources, as well as significant increases 
in the catches of tuna and polaca, through a coherent and moderate reimburse- 
ment policy. He also said that a company in the process of realization, 
located in Ushuaia, will permit Argentina to "become the leader of the fish- 
ing countries in the harvesting of krill." [Text] [Buenos Aires LA NACION 
in Spanish 26 Dec 82 p 15] 9907 


CSO: 3348/164 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


IMPROVED POLICE MEASURES CONTINUE, GAIN APPLAUSE 


New District Coverage 


Bridgetown THE NATION in English 31 Dec 82 p 1/7 


[Text ] 


Bridgetown THE 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


3298/295 


EVERY district in Barbados will 
have a resident beat police of- 
ficer by April next year. 


This was disclosed yesterda 
by Police public relations and 
welfare A Allan 
Longe during a with Ac- 
ting Deputy Commissioner 
Ashton Marshall and 15 new 
beat officers. 


‘The 15 officers will from Mon- 
day join the existing 12 on the 


beat scheme. 

Six of the 15 will be stationed 
at Oistins, six at District ‘‘A’ and 
= at District “D"’ Police sta- 


developmen 

in their duties. 
Inspector Longe said the 

scheme was ‘making great pro- 


MONALI Support 


NATION in English 31 Dec 82 p 19 


THE move by newly ap- 
inted Commissioner of 
olice, Orville Durant, to 
introduce measures to 
combat the crime wave in | 


Barbados, has been 


welcomed by yet another 
political organisation. 


Movement for National 


Liberation (MONALD, a. 


leftist group, urged that 
the anti-crime drive 


jobs"’ by the Government, 
especially for the youth. 
‘We have to realise that in the 


final analysis, crime is a 
on precipitated in the 
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main by frustrations among 
youth from unfulfilled aspira- 
tions. The creation of more jobs 
can lead to a reduction in 
criminal activity,” the release 
noted. 

But MONALI is of the opinion 
that for such a drive to be effec- 
tive, more community input into 
the: decision-making process of 
the police force was needed to 

revent undue harassment of 

w abiding citizens, and the in- 


- timidation of opposition political 


forces. - 

“For example, complaints 
against the force, such as un- 
justified harassment of law 
abiding citizens, are at presunt 
investigated by the police 
themselves. This is an unfor- 
tunate state of affairs and it 
must be changed,"’ the movement 
contended. 


BARBADOS 








COUNTRY SECTION 


NEW YEAR'S MESSAGES NOTE PROGRESS, DIFFICULTIES AHEAD 


Text of Adams Address 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 3 Jan 83 p 9 


[Text ] 


PRIME Minister Tom 
Adams in his New -Year 
message has said that 

t in Barbados 


unem 
an at living oardly 
moved im the latter half of the 
ye ig 


1 
: 


was further. 


clearly dernonstra 
extent to which small 
economies like ours could be 


Barbadian 
been able withstand the 
shocks of recession and 


sibility y intact. 
Permit me therefore to 
all our citizens for 
the patience and resilience 
shown in the face of such- 
pekhviny yy witheut the 


support lic service 
the private es professional 
sectors, the Barbados 
Workers’ Union, without the 
support of you all, the 
Government could not have 


succeeded in ing some of 
the sensitive decisions that 
needed 


recession arrested the for- 
ao movements in Bar- 
’ economy made since 
Government assumed 

for the 

ement of our country’s 
affairs in or, 19862 was little 
or ~ 


BARBADOS 


the time forced the Barbados 
oaie iean fiseal polig introduce 
ma es in 
the past eight nA ogy 
changes were necessary to 
cushion the impact of world- 


wide recession on the local 


economy and to introduce 
balance be 


sometimes y 


smn esa cufticult’ When 
it became evident that 


ak ot ae 34 pn ee 
r cent or cen 
Prove 1861 and ctill far below 
the levels of 1975-76. For- 


The price of food has gone 
pec less. uy in start- 
- ling contrast to t major 
recession year of 1974, when 
the cost of living increased by 
40 per cent despite so-called 
price controls that caused 
widespread shortages of goods 
in our shops without keeping 
their prices down in any 
meaningful way. This year’s 
crowds of Christmas shoppers 
are at least a tribute to the 
maintenance of reasonable 
levels £ a Se ac- 
tivi espite recession. 

of course, most of what 
Barbadians buy in the shops 
are imported goods. We are an 
importing economy, buying no 
less than US$2 000 per capita 
in goods from abroad in 1982. 
This is one of the highest 
capita hs oy bile ts Che 
— i than the USA 
itself. 

Our imports are by them-. 
selves. more than total 
incomes of any of our: 
CARICOM brethren except 
Trinidad and the Bahamas. To 


our e : 
bave what you all now know as ' 
balafice ot ts 

. These made 
hemselves acute from the 
middie of 1981, as I told Pt 
last year, and although they 
have since become more 
stable as a result of Govern- 
ment’s policies taken in. 
September 1981, they have 
continued to be our major 


worry. | 
In 1981 we borrowed US$30 
niillion from an overseas bank . 
‘which has been a great and 
= friend of Barbados, the ’ 
Bank that has financed . 
a number of our major. 
var caplial expenditures 
our in 
last financial year. But in 1982,! 
with mterest rates on ee 
loans reaching ruinous leveis, 
16 and more per cent, i 
decided that there should be’ 
no further general com- 
mercial loan at that time. 
Instead, I considered that, as. 
Barbados would in any case be 
+ ing the International 
onetary Fund for com- 


out of the shoctiaifs in cur 


export earnings, we should at 
the same time apply for what. 
is known as s 

to give us a cushion to ride out 
the depression. 


investors were 


The International Monetary 
Fund, the IMF, has become a 
negative symbol to Third 
World countries. So many 
countries fail to ask the Fund 
for help until their economies 
have really been run down 
that the severe remedies the 
Fund prescribes for these 
countries have made recourse 


to the Fund a byword for. 


economic horrors. 

The mere application to the 
IMF frightens the public . But 
it does not have to be like this. 
The IMF is a_ source of 
ge money than can be 
got elsewhere and this was our 
main interest. We also needed 
liquid cash, since a good 
portion of our reserves were 
tied up in the CARICOM 
system. 

When Barbados approached 
the Fund we were fully in- 
py eg me | creditworthy, as 
the last World Bank Report on 
our economy stated. 

Our economic management 
procedures had since 1976 
received the stamp of ap- 
proval from the World Bank 
and other international lend- 
ing Agencies. We had foreign 
reserves sufficient for many 
weeks imports. . 

Exchange controls were and 
are minimal, import controls 
for the balance of payments 
were and are non-existent, our 
citizens can and do travel 
abroad freely ($40 million 
worth last year) and goods 
from all the world are readily 
obtainable. Fewer tourists 
were arriving but foreign 
and are still 
showing enough confidence in 
our economy for 30 new in- 
dustrial companies to apply 
and be approved to come to 
Barbados in 1962. So we were 
by no means an economic 
disaster area when we 
negotiated with IMF. 

t should therefore come as 
no surprise that the Fund did 
not consider it necessary to 
impose harsh terms on 
Barbados as conditions of 
hel ing us over our dif- 

es. 


' | think that I can safely say - 
that Barbados is a country in 


at standing with the 
ternational Monetary Fund. 
It even d us the com- 
pliment when we applied for 
our stand-by loan Saying 
that our policies for economic 
growth “are eres 
regarded as a mode! for the 
region’. And like the over 
whelming majority of people 
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who have no ——— axe to 
grind, the Fund’s experts have 
agreed that arbados’ 
problems arise from world 
conditions and that there are 
no ‘structural’ faults in the 
economy. This is tactful IMF 
language meaning that there 
are no Government policies 
that need to be corrected or 
fundamental faults that need 
to be removed. They have 
therefore not asked Barbados 
to change the exchange rates 
of its currency, or any of its 
pricing or import policies. 

Whatever bi nonsense 
emerges from the lips or pens 
of those whose chief purpose it 
is to damage the Government, 
I categorically state and we 
all now know, that the 
International Monetary Fund 
has never required Barbados 
#o impose a tax or collect a tax 
arrear; never to devalue or 
revalue; never to submit a 
capital project for its con- 
sideration. 

We have agreed not to 
borrow more than US$35 
million other than from the 
Fund over the next 18 months, 
but this was a figure which we 
ourselves submitted as con- 
sonant with our needs for 
financing our sugar and 
petroleum’ industries, 
ee ae A. improve = 
oreign exchange position. 
is ae a figure which we 
consider a prudent limit in the 
interest of keeping down our 
ex to foreign debt. 

the fund has asked 
Barbados to do in order to 
draw down a further $50 
million (if we need it) between 
now and April, 1984 is to meet 
what are known as per- 
formance . ets. The 
Ministry of Finance has 
already explained these in the 
Press; and the publication, 
with a great flourish, of the 
original draft of our letter of 
Intent to the Fund has fully 
confirmed the Ministry’s 
statement. All that needs to be 
said = be “ mange te 
permitted end of year ceiling 
on what is called our net 
domestic assets of $111 million 
the Central Bank tells me that 
we have reached only $2 


million so that we were under 
our ceiling by a m of 
more than $70 million. I have 
no complaints about that, or 
about the Fund’s approach to 
helping Barbados. What | 
would say is this. The policies 
followed by the Government 
this year have already shown 














some success. Since our first 
drawdown from the Fund the 
Central Bank’s holding of 
foreign reserves has risen to 
record levels equivalent to 
more than three months 
imports. 

ven discounting all our 
borrowi (including that 
from the ) our net foreign 
assets have risen by $40 
million in 3 months, reve 
the trend of the early part 
the year. Unemployment 
appears to be stabilizing. 

e cost of living has hardly 
moved iu. the latter half of the 
year. To those of you, 
therefore who are trying to 
make things ae worse 
than they are a i 
secrets where there are no 
secrets and conspiracies 
where there are no con- 
spiracies, be carefui that 
when you seek to drag down 
the credibility of the Govern- 
ment of Barbados that you do 


not drag down the bility. 
of Barbados itself. 
International confidence is a 


fragile and tender plant, and 
we have spent six years 
building it up. Please, in your 
unscrupulousness and your 
eagerness for nower at any 
rice, do not destroy it now. 

t truth prevail. Leave out 
the impressions. 

And now to the physical and 
social achievements of the 
year just past and to the future 
that with the help of God and 
of our People’s confidence and 
determination we will build in 
1983 and 1984, even in the face 
of mated A 

During 1982 the Government 
completed or made con- 
siderable progress on a 
number of projects in physical 
development, in housing, in 
education, in agriculture, in 
health, in fisheries. Bernard 
St. John’s dream of a new 
Oistins has almost been 


completed and will eventually | 


become the urban centre of 
Christ Church. The Oistins 
scheme is the immediate 
responsibility of the Minister 
of Agriculture and Fisheries, 
who is also presiding over the 
integrated rural development 
and Scotland District projects 
which started in 1982. 

Other fisheries projects now 
in the —— include a 
Fishing bour at 
Bridgetown, Speightstown and 
Tent Bay, St. Joseph. 

Highway Construction 

The concept of a major 

outer ring road arourd 


ying to see’ 


Bridgetown is moving to the; 


end of Phase 1. The Spring 
Garden Road is proving so 
attractive to drivers that 
members of the public have 
told us that we should charge a 
toll to drive on it (as happens 
in North America) to show 
that we have a modern road at 
last! Of course there is no 
question of this. 

The St. Barnabas section of 
the road will be accompanied 
by housing developments and 
an industrial estate will soon 
be built alongside the Spring 
Garden road. In due course 
these two sections of highwa 


will be linked by a Haggatt. 


Hall to Warrens section and a 
section from Warrens to Black 
Rock. 

At the same time as these 
major highways are being 
developed the first grants for 
repairs of the existing high- 
ways and the construction of 
tenantry roads have been 
made from the Transport 
Levy Fund established in 
September, 1981. 

he Minister of Transport 
and Works obtained Cabinet’s 
approval just two days before. 

istmas for $1.8 million in 
road construction in Christ 
Church, St. Thomas, St. 
James, St. Geor e, St. Lucy 
and St. Michael. Mr. Vic 
Johnson has _ particularly 
ane pg A... a — 

ap, Spooners ,w 

be rebuilt! 


Housing and Community 
Facilities 

In 1982 the Government 
embarked upon a major new 
approach to provide adequate 
housing for all in Barbados. It 
is the Government’s desire to 
work towards the perceived 
housing need of 1 700 new and 
upgraded houses per year and 
to transform the chattel 
housing of the island into a 

rmanent housing stock. A 

$310 million loan scheme 
was negotiated with the 
United States Government for 
home improvement through 
on-lending to low income 
families. 

The National Housin 
Corporation has pushed ahea 
with the traditional house 
building programme _ and 

ovided new terraced units at 

mont, Bonnets and the 


Ivy. 
Community Facilities 
The housing programme 
has been complemented with 
the provision of community 
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facilities, and during the past 
year a new community centre 


was established at Bathsheba, 
St. Joseph. 
Play-parks were also 


developed and areas land- 
scaped, the last example of 
this effort towards 
beautification of the Island 
being the landscaping of 
‘Holborn Circle’ on President 
a Drive. ; 
Education Projects 

Last May, the Samuel Jack- 
man Prescod Polytechnic, 
built with the aid of Inter- 
American Development Bank, 
was officially opened. 

Under the World Bank 
Education programme in 1982. 


two new dared schools, St. 
George Primary and St. 
Luke’s were constructed and 
the Lawrence T. Gay 
Memorial School opened; 
extensions were also carried 
out at Parkinson Secondary, 
Coleridge and Parry as well as 
the Barbados Institute of 
and Produc- 


The new  Pine-Wildey 
Primary School is expected to 
be ready next September, and 
facilities for the teaching of 
practical subjects will be 
improved at six secondary 
schools. 

Cement Plant 

Barbados’ largest public 
works project, the Arawak 
Cement Plant jointly owned 
by the Governments of Bar- 
bados and Trinidad and 


. Tobago, is now well underway 


at Checker Hall in St. Lucy. 

The Government _an- 
ticipates that when the plant is 
completed the cost of building 
will be stabilised and cement 
shortages should vanish. The 
plant has provided em- 
ployment for 600 Barbadians 
the jetty will be a general 
facility available to the north 
of the Island. The Government 
considers that housing as well 
as commercial and road 
construction will _ benefit 
tremendously from the plant 
on it opens at the end of 
10038. «: 


ts 

The main physical 
achievement in the field of 
health in 1982 was the com- 
os of the Bridgetown 
ewage Plant, which was 
handed over to the Water 
Authority on November 1. The 
Government is currently 
engaged on a sewage study for 








the south and west coasts and 
for the area around the Belle 
in St. Michael. 

1982 voy tay pieods 
progress on elopment 
of the National Health 
Scheme, Phase 2 of which 
should be introduced early in 
the new year. Barbados will 
owe an enormous debt to two 
successive Ministers of Health 
when the Scheme comes to full 
‘flower. 

Six years in the making, the 
Service has already seen 
Phase 1, the Drug in- 
troduced. Phase, 2, th 
general practitioner service, 
will be introduced initially for 
all persons over 65, who will be 
invited to join the health panel 
of a G.P. of their choice. y 
will then have general access 
to the doctor whom they 
choose, without payment. The 
doctors will be provided with 
facilities for record keeping 
and with nurses. Loans will be 
made available for ading 
medical surgeries and doctors 
Jo saad an — wand od 
each patient on their pane 
a new board to be established. 
the National Health Service 
Board. As soon as the ex- 
pected teething troubles are 
straightened out, the scheme 
will be extended to the entire 
a 

e NHS Board will be 
financed by a small increase 
in National Insurance con- 
tributions but it will no longer 
be nece to pay doctors’ 
fees for ordinary treatment. 
In due course the District 
Medical Officers and the 
present welfare medical 
schemes will be abolished, 


since everyone will have free 
access to their local doctor of 
choice. 


In the meantime the 
Polyclinic programme, where 
NHS doctors who wish will be 
able to have their private 
surgeries, is. continuing. The 
polyclinics. will, of course also 
offer public. _ health 

rammes. 

e Clinic at Ladymeade is 
fully on schedule and will 
replace the Enmore Health 
Centre as well as relieve some 
of the pressure on the casualty 
department at the Queen 
Elizabeth Hospital. 


Energy 
In the past year the 
Government continued to 
pursue —— ies aimed 
at reducing impacts of the 


energy crisis and its un- 
certainties upon the Bar- 
badian economy. Government 
has taken new initiatives on 
conservation. Fiscal _ in- 
centives exist for the use of 
solar units. Studies are un- 
derway to identify the 
feasibility of wind wave 
power projects in Barbados. 
But the most positive step 
towards self-sufficiency in 
energy was taken last ‘August 
when the Government agreed 
to purchase all local 
petroleum oration and 
oduction ts owned by 
Mobil Corporation at a 
cost of US$12 million. 
Since the takeover, seven 


productive wells have been. 


dried by the Governmenit’s 

National Petroleum  Cor- 

— at an average cost of 

ess than US$500 000 each, 

considerably lower than the 
vious 000 


pre { 
Oil production from the. 


Woodbourne field has been 
lifted from 700 barrels per day 
in June to consistently over 
1000 barrels per day in 
October, November and 
PNatural production has 
a gas uction 
risen from 20 million cubic 
feet daily to 27 million, and 
efforts be made to extend 
natural gas supply to more 
homes and business concerns. 
To this end the Parliamentary 
Secretary in my Ministry in 
charge of energy, Senator 
Ctyde Griffith and the 
Chairman of the National 
Petroleum Corporation, Mr 


amounting to US$7 


_on deposit at our Central Bank 


for natural gas expansion. 

The policy decisions of 
Government during the past 
ear have been geared 
owards stabilising the 
economy since we realised 
that it would have been 
economic esa Aad pursue 
an expansionary cy 
within the context of in- 
ternational recession. We 
have however continued to 
plan for infrastructural 
developments to ensure that 
the country is prepared to 
move forward once again as 
soon ag there is recovery in 
the world economy. 

We have combined these 
efforts with efforts at the 
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Act which 
Barbadian authors and ar- 


‘company law 





socio-economic level to 
protect the individual and to 
give citizens a sense of greater 
security. Major pieces of 
legislation were passed by 
Parliament. Among these 
were the Factories Act which 
should serve to protect the 
interest of those engaged in 
hazardous manufacturing 
activities, and The Copyright 
t to protect all 


tists. 


The new Companies Act and 
the general attempt to revamp 
will lay the 
groundwork for greater local 

rticipation in corporate 

u.iness. 

Parliament also approved 
measures to revitalise the 
ailing sugar industry and to 
give the workers a ater 
stake in this sector. The past 
year also saw the im- 
plementation of the Unem- 
ployment Benefit scheme 
which was approved by 
ras 2 1981. 


8 

Despite the achievements, 
the past year was not an easy 
one, and the forecast for 1983 
does not hold great hope for 
small de — a 
Ma ve — countries 
Wee France have become 
international borrowers. 
Major oil producers like 
Mexico face problems the like 
of which .could hardly be 
imagined a year ago. Bar- 
bados can hardly hope or 
expect to avoid some symp- 
toms of the economic distress 
affecting the whole world. 

However, I see no cause for 
despair, for times of recession 
provide us with excellent 
opportunities to look within 
ourselves and develop the 
ot which ae Ny 
neglect in times 0 ere > 

n 1977 and 1978 I appealed 
to you to stand firm, trust the 
Government and follow our 
policies of restraint. 

The prosperity of the years 
following was the answer to 
our critics. Even in the dif- 
ficult times of 1962 we have not 


fallen back to the levels of 
economic distress of 1974-75 
and we can face the future 
from a higher plateau of 
economic development. But I 
would utter a word of caution. 

Barbadians will have to 
become more self-reliant in 
the times ahead. More and 
more we are depending on 








Government to meet almost 
all our wants, but the 
economic realities of the 
times and the 

have placed on Govern- 
ment’s finances, demand that 
we return to many of the 





munities. During the forth- 
coming year the Govern- 
ment will announce initiatives 


this regard. 

I would also est that we 
maintain our se 
in these difficult times. 
Barbados has always been 


overwhelm us. I have every 
belief that that confidence, 
that pride, that self-respect is 
still intact, secure and un- 
a 4 that it is these 
qualities t are going to 
have to take us through the 
years ahead. 


ractices of self-help and - 
f This = I am sure that despite the 


bleak forecast, we in Bar- 
bados, by our collective ef. 
forts will make 1983 a period of 
cultural and economic enrich. 
ment. A very good night tc 
you all and a happy New Year 


of resources. This co-oper- —_ able to recover from problems 
and to rise to new heights, no 
matter what the pressures. 
The day that someone 
succeeds in destroying our 
confidence in ourselves and in 
our country will be the day 
that the pressures wi 


excellent opportunities for 
major achievements at the 
community level, particularly 
in the ision of many of the 
facilities needed for the day- 
to-day running of com- 


Opposition DLP Message 
Bridgetown SUNDAY ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 2 Jan 83 pl 


[Text] The Opposition Democratic Labour Party (DLP) has predicted a diffi- 
cult year ahead for Barbadians who the party said had to reel under the 
impact of the denial of some services, increased taxation, rampant cost of 
living and massive lay-offs in 1982. 


And DLP President Mr. Branford Taitt in his new year message has called for 
quality leadership at all levels capable of evoking a cooperative response 
from Barbadians. 


Mr. Taitt described 1982 as unusual and unique, and a year which Barbadians 
having come to grips with the economic situation, found different from what 
they had been led to believe. 


He pointed to the main sectors of the economy--sugar, tourism, and manu- 
facturing to a lesser extent--which were severely rocked. 


"During this year (1982), too, we saw a steady and impressive move further 
toward regressive, indirect taxation. We also saw a resort to the levy 
system, by which many of the gains made by workers were steadily reduced in 
a kind of claw-back action," Mr. Taitt pointed out. 


He further stated that "deductions of additional $728 000 per month from the 
pay packets of middle and low-income householders in Barbados was an unbear- 
able burden on top of the load which they already carry." 


Mr. Taitt said too that the relentless increase in consumer prices continued, 
the quality of life was eroded through Government's inadequate housing 
programme, health services deteriorated, and many young persons who left 
school could not find jobs. 


Added to this, Mr. Taitt went on, there was utter confusion concerning the 
way forward for the University of West Indies, the disturbed announcement of 
a compulsory youth service, and the legislation of salaries. 
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"Massive lay-offs in both the construction and other industries have added to 
the general malaise clearly evident in our community as 1982 closes," Mr. 
Taitt declared. 


Linked to this the DLP official said was the fact that at the end of 1982 
there seems to be more questions than answers, citing as an example, Barbados' 


contacts with the International Monetary Fund. 


According to the DLP president "What we must strive for in 1983 is a quality 
of leadership at all levels capable of evoking a cooperative response from our 


people." 


He said Barbados can emerge from its present precarious position, stating 
that solutions can be found without having io resort to the draconian measures 


so familiar in other developing countries. 


Mr. Taitt called for more fine tuning for the economy, while ruling out 
textbook solutions as the answers. 


In wishing the country a healthy happy and successful new year, Mr. Taitt 
added: "It will be a most difficult year, but we all can and must survive." 


Union Appeal for Understanding 


Bridgetown SUNDAY ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 2 Jan 83 p 1 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


The Barbados Workers 
Union (BWU) has made an 
appeal to the leadership of the 
country that ‘‘tolerance” must 
be the guiding light for 1989. 

General Secretary of the 
BWU, Mr. Frank Walcott, said 
that the leaders must un- 
derstand that we are living in 
an age where the workers’ 
dann privileges must be 


The days of intolerance are 
over and it is time that those 
who are age in positions of 
responsibility understand that 
one of the first lessons they 
must learn is to respect the 
point of view of the other 
person.”’ Mr. Walcott added. 


3298/295 


He said that the evolution in 
education over the last 25 
years has provided the 
community with an added 
dimension for programme 
thinking. 

“We come to the close of 
1982 with the hotel 
negotiations looming as a 
problem. in we state that 
this is a x which has to 
be faced and faced resolutely. 
Two elements are involved not 
one,”’ the general secretary 
said. : 
oa 4a Mr. Walcott, 
workers play an important 
part in the tourist industry and 
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‘the share that they get from it 


is but a small one compared 
with the totality of the in- 
dustry. 

“Let there be no carping 
about what the producers 
within a _ predominantly 
service industry are receiving 
but allow fairplay and justice 
to dominate. We can all be 
wise after the event; it is 
better to use our foresight 
than hindsight. We look for- 
ward with tolerance and 
understanding to a new year 
which we hope will embrace 
all the elements of progress, 
—_ and prosperity,’’ he 
said. 








COUNTRY SECTION BARBADOS 


AGREEMENT WITH IMF EXPLAINED, SLAMMED BY OPPOSITION 


Ministry State on Conditions 


Bridgetown THE NATION in English 30 Dec 82 p 1 


[Text] Devaluation of the Barbados currency would have to be seriously con- 
sidered if wage increases in the island are not held to internationally 
competitive levels, according to a statement issued yesterday by the Ministry 
of Finance and Planning. 


The statement dealing with Barbados' programme with the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), noted that devaluation for this country had not been deemed 
necessary as one of the stipulated conditions for IMF arrangements, because 

of the measures being taken to restrain domestic spending and to preserve 

the island's competitive position in foreign markets. 


It also noted that the measures already taken by Government in relation to 
wage and credit control had effectively pre-empted the need for devaluation. 


The ministry's statement pointed out that there had been much controversy 
over the purposes, provisions and likely impact of the balance of payments 
support programme which the Government had recently entered with the IMF: 


"The popular impression which is now being carefully nurtured is that the 
relationship with the fund will undermine the sovereignty of the state and 
will lead to policies harmful to the operation of the Barbados economy,” 


the memorandum stated. 


The memorandum set out the background against which the programme with the 
IMF was negotiated and outlined the details of that programme. It also 
explained the rationale which guided Government in agreeing to the programme 
as set out and spelled out the implications for Barbados of an IMF programme 


of the type negotiated. 


Referring to the current economic recession and efforts made by the Barbados 
Government to cushion it, the memorandum said that by the middle of 1982, the 
worst fears in respect of the persistence of the recession, international and 
local, had been confirmed. Evidence of this was larger than anticipated with 
the fall in tourist arrivals, continuous decline in Government revenues, and 
the widening of the current account deficit of the balance of payments. 
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On July 8, Cabinet granted the Minister of Finance approval to enter negotia- 
tions with the IMF for balance of payments support. On August 23, Govern- 
ment agreed to enter a stand-by arrangement with the fund. This was approved 
on October 4, and will run through April 30, 1984, providing financing of 
approximately $70 million. 


The memorandum states that the programme with the fund has been eyered into 
without the burden of chronic and massive fiscal deficits and aga.» t the 
background of a foreign debt profile which is very manageable. 


Highlights of Conditions 


Bridgetown THE NATION in English 30 Dec 82 p 1 


[Text] Conditions agreed upon between the Government of Barbados and the 
International Monetary Fund for the fund's loan to Barbados included: 


.Ceilings imposed on the changes in the “net domestic assets" of the Central 
Bank. 


Increase in the net domestic assets of the Central Bank from $43 million in 
June 1982 to $72 million in September, 1982, $111 million in December 1982 
and fall to $97 million at March 1983. 


.Ceiling on the net credit of the banking system to the nonfinancial public 
sector, such credit to rise from $116 million at the end of March, 1982 to 
$146 million as of September, 1982, to $180 million at the end of December, 
1982 and $151 million at the end of the fiscal year, March 1983. 


.Agreement by Government not to increase or guarantee external short-term 
loans of more than US$35 million, this ceiling to be reviewed in March, 1983. 


Shadow Minister's Criticism 


Bridgetown THE NATION in English 30 Dec 82 p 1 


[Text] Opposition finance spokesman, Dr. Richie Haynes, yesterday made an 
appeal through a Press statement to Prime Minister Tom Adams to "make every 
effort to get out of the IMF arrangement by March 1983". 


Haynes said: "I do not know of any developing country which entered into 
that stand-by arrangement with the IMF and escaped without serious hardships 


to its citizens. 


"The medicine," he said, "has so far been worse than the disease." 


He continued: "Mr. Adams failed in his duty to inform the public of Barbados 
that he had placed this country in an IMF directed programme for the fiscal 
years 1982/1983 and 1983/1984. It must shock Barbadians to learn that their 
native land is deemed to be under ‘IMF programme years’ for that period." 
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Said Haynes: "This is a serious blow to the pride and dignity of our nation, 
and each and every Barbadian must feel a deep sense of hurt.’ 


Haynes said that he felt insulted by the silly propaganda that Barbados had 
received special treatment by the IMF. He said: 


"This is utter nonsense since the Articles of the Fund, since its inception 
in 1944, specifically forbade any preferential treatment to any member." 


Haynes pointed out that there were two basic factors that would have decided 
the type and extent of the conditionalities which Barbados’ request for use 
of the fund's resources would have attracted. 


"The first," he said, “related to the level of borrowings in relation to our 
quota of special drawing rights in the IMF. 


"When these two factors are considered in the context of current IMF rules, 
Barbados would be subjected to the usual conditions relating to Stand-By 
Arrangements since our combined borrowings would be not less than 27 percent 


of our quota. 


"The second relates to causes of the problems which resulted in Barbados' 
request to make use of the fund's resources, specifically whether they are 
transient or permanent and whether domestic or external, " Haynes said. 


He noted that the conclusions of the fund's 1981 Article 4 consultation with 
Barbados, and a subsequent fund mission to Barbados two weeks before the 
1982/1983 budget, had resulted in the imposition of an IMF directed stabilisa- 
tion programme which had been in force since the Mini- -Budget of September 


1981. 


He added that that stabilisation programme had been geared to correct serious 
domestic mismanagement, and the conditionalities covered the entire range of 
monetary, fiscal and economic policy positions of the Government. 


Challenge to Stand-by Arrangements 
Bridgetown THE NATION in English 31 Dec 82 p 1 


[Text ] OPPOSITIGN on financial matters. Dr. Richie Haynes, 
has again Prime Miniser Tom Adams on the existence 
of stand-by a between the Barbados Government and 
the International etary Fund. 

Following yesterday's Press reports in which the Ministry of 
Finance referred io a {- with the IMF", Haynes 
responded with a letter to NATION yesterday. 

With his letter Haynes sent a copy of a four-page document 
titled ee Pim ge “3 poe os. — a refers = 
a letter ugust a 196 to be signed 

and Minister of laance of arbadee and the 


_ eu 
“Since Gevernment per..*ts |r its artempt to mislead mislead the 
nation, I now take full respor.sibility iur offering for publication 
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Government Disclaimer 
Bridgetown THE NATION in English 31 Dec 82 p 1 


[Text] Contrary to claims by Opposition member of Parliament Dr. Richie 
Haynes, Barbados has never signed a memorandum of agreement with the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund. 


This was stated yesterday by a top official in the Ministry of Finance and 
Planning. 


The official felt that Haynes was "totally misinformed". 
Views of Leading Economists 
Bridgetown THE NATION in English 31 Dec 82 p l 


[Article by Hartley Henry] 


(Tame; GOVERNMENT’s published statement on its 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) agree- 

_ment was yesterday deemed as ‘‘totally un- 

satisfactory” by three of Barbados’ 
economists. A 
Senator Wendell McClean, Frank alleyne, and 
Judy Whitehead were of the view that the Government. 
had not made known the real conditions of the agree- . 
ment, and furthermore were deliberately confusing 
the minds of the average Barbadian. ce 


McClean stated: ‘‘It is entirely alarming that Barbados could go : | 
to the IMF for balance of ao support whilst at the same time 
lending $74.5 million to CARICOM countries through the CARICOM 
Multilateral Clearing Facility.”’ 

He continued: “Barbados still has the financial capability to 
withdraw from the agreement with the IMF, and this should be done 
expeditiously, in order to og substantial harm to the interna- 
tional credit rating of Barbados.” 

He pointed out: “It is evident that the decision taken to ap- 
proach the IMF was predicated on an anticipated substantial 
decline in the net foreign assets of Barbados during 1982. 

He added: “‘It is instructive to note that a’ the end of July 1982 
when, as was reported, Cabinet gave permission for an a ent 
with the IMF, the country’s net assets stood at $134.4 million. 

“This is to be compared with $125.5 million as at December 
1982 and $68.4 million in October 1981." 

Meanwhile Frank Alleyne stated: ; 

‘Prime Minister Tom Adams should lay those documents in 
Parliament and have a full- debate on the matter.” 

He added: “We are caught in a funny situation where the 
public has to rely on the Shadow Minister of Finance for informa- 
tion.” 

He explained: ‘‘The public cannot base an assessment on the 
statement issued by the Government. It should have never got so far, 
as the Prime Minister should have taken his case to Parliament 
before jumping into any major agreements.” 

He concluded: “The explanation by the Government is not good 
enough. It will have to come better next time.” 

Ms Judy Whitehead, not having fully analysed the Government 
statement, stated: 
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“From what i i.. . 


. -ad, it seems as though the statement was 


written deliberately to confuse the man in the street. It does not tell 
you very much. It's very unsatisfactory." 


Further Haynes Remarks 


[Text] QppOsITION shadow 


minister of finance, Dr. 
Richie Haynes, said 
yesterday that the infor- 
mation which he released 
last week on the Barbados 
agreement with the inter- 
national Monetary Fund 
is only ‘the tip of the 
iceberg’’. 

He said that there is a 
lot more to be told to the 

le of Barbados, but 

trust that the real 
minister of finance and 
not the shadow minister 
will now tell the whole 
truth. 

Said Dr. Haynes: ‘Mr. 
Adams is no doubt aware 
that I know the reasons, 
but he will not trap me in- 
to any f 
at the present fime.”’ 


Additional Views of Economists 


[Text] ECONOMIST. Frank Alleyne 


believes that the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) made no 
specific requirements from Bar- 
bados as stated by the Govern- 
ment. because what it would 
have asked for were already in 
— before the application was 
made. 


In addition, fallow economist, 
Senator Wendell McClean 
strongly criticised the Barbados 
Central Bank for its faulty 
economic analysis and predic- 
tions and called on the Gover- ; 
ment to get out of the ‘‘suicidal 
arrangement’ with the IMF. 


The two were reacting to the 
Prime Minister's New Year 
message, carried on radio and 
television last Saturday evening. 

Alleyne noted that before the 
application was made to the IMF, 
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Dr. Haynes 
think that the Prime Minister's 


to any pe attack. 
CARICOM Malt-lateral Clearing 


Facility; with the result that two 
countries — to all intents and 


fecpeeme, bankrupt — owe Bar- 
dos some $84 million. 
“What he should have been 


doing is to exercise maximum in- 
ternational pressure to get that 
money in. 
“Nor did he tell the country 
that the reserves he talked about 
consisted largely of those assets 
and borrowings from the IMF. 
“It is ridiculous to state that 
the IMF would respond to a re- 
quest from any member purely 
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technical staff from the Fund 
was in Barbados to do 
surveillance of the finance 
departments and would have 
given advice to the Government. 


The economist said it was his 
opinion that Adams had given as 
much information as a prime 
minister could give in relation to 
the IMF, adding that opposition 
M.P. Dr. Richie Haynes had left 
out critical information about the 
arrangement. while Adams said 
nothing about it in his message. 


Senator McClean. in his state- 
ment. said ... that the most 
revealing aspect of Adams’ ad- 

was t the net foreign 
assets of Barbedos grew by $40 
million in three months — 
presumably the last three 
months. 


on the basis that it is the 
cheapest source of funds. That 
is not worthwhile responding to. 

“As expected, there was an 
announcement of yet another 
levy as provided for under the 
IMF agreement, and Barbadians 
can judge whether or not they 
have had health services com- 
mensurate with the existing 
charges that they are paying, 
and whether or not these 

are not in effect addi- 
ti direct taxation. 

“As for his analysis of the 
economic situation, if he wishes 
to live in a fool's paradise, that is 
his problem. 

‘Finally, 15 months ago, when 
there was a marked difference 
between interest rates being 
charged by the commercial 
banks and interest rates that 
could be obtained under an IMF 
agreement, Mr. Adams opted to 
go to the Orion Bank. This year. 
when that gap has closed con- 
+ mea he opted to go to the 


“Tt as imperative that the 
Government should carefuliy 
review the performance of the 
economy in 1982, in the context 
of the advice which it received 
from its technocrats and the 
economic analysis which formed 
iae basis of the advice." 

He said that if this was done 
intelligently, it would be realised 
by Government that in 1983 
there was no need for it to con- 
tinue the standby arrangement 
with the IMF, to permit the net 
local assets of the Central Bank 
to increase to levels agreed to by 
the IMF. 


He added: ... and it is 
necessar, for the Government to 
grant carefully contrived wage 

to public servants in 
1963." 








McClean Clarification 


Bridgetown THE NATION in English 3 Jan 83 p l 


[Text } 


CSO: 





ECONOMIST Senator 
Wendell McClean is 
to the 


Monetary 
However - bn 
day's SONATION. he is not 


dissatiefied with the 


3298/294 


33 


eeeners McClean 


“I do _ ‘eubecstiee to the 
view that the Government 
was deliberately confusing 
the minds of the average 
Barbadian.” 





COUNTRY SECTION 


WORKERS UNION WILL NEGOTIATE 100 AGREEMENTS IN 1983 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 3 Jan 83 p 2 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


-Macch 31, 


The Barbados Workers’ 
Union will start negotiations 
on some 100 collective 
agreements during 1983. 

Among the large groups on 
whose behalf the union will 
begin the revision of new 
agreementsfor wages-salaries 
and improved conditions 
during the early part of the 
year are, the Transport Board 
and the Beverage Group. The 
expiry date the current 
agreement between the union 
and The Transport Board is 
G a ‘while the 
‘Beverage Group's agreement 
J ee on ap 4, 1983. The 

verage Group compres 
Barbados Beverage. Limited, 
Bottlers Barbados Limited, 
Barbados Bottling Company 
and ' - Barbados 
Breweries 
Depot. ; 

During the New Year the 
union will be submitting 
proposals to various com- 
panies with a view to revising 
some eight collective 
agreements. They are: Acme 


Engineering orks, The 
Barbados Marketing Cor- 
ation ‘BMC), Microdata 


Limited, The Pebbles Beach 
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Limited Sales 


Bar, The Transport Board, 
The Beverages Group, 
Standard Distributors and 
Alston's, Marketing. 


_ The union is now negotiating 


a new collective agreement’ 


with the Barbados Hotel 
Association which along with 
the sugar industry, The 
Telephone Company, The 

arment industry, _— Port 

uthority and public sector 
agreements, represents the 
largest blocs workers on 
whose behalf the union 
negotiated new wages and 
salaries this year. 

During the first six months 
6 ae = ig be 
submitting pro s for new 
wagen-eniaries and conditions 
for workers employed with 
some of the following Com- 

nies: Nicholls and Purity 

keries, Tropical Weavers, 
Mr. Tee’s Donuts, Goddard's 
Barbados Flight Kitchen, 
Barbados Light and Power 
(Weekly), ome Centre 
(Clerical), Regional Police 
Training Centre and Barbados 
Rediffusion Service Limited. 


The sugar industry 


gee will be submitted to 
. Sugar Producers’ 


BARBADOS 


Federation during the latter 
“balf of next year. In addition, 
Negotiations are also expected 
to start on of workers 
employed in the airline in- 
dustry. The expiry date for the 
agreements with the following 
Airlines is December 31, 1983. 
They are: Caribbean Airways, 
British Airways, British West 
Indian Airways, Caribbean 
Air Cargo, LIAT (1974) 
Limited and Tropic Air. 

The Barbadus Workers’ 
Union negotiate two-year 
agreements on Lehalf of more 
than 400 Divisions: in the 
Organisation. Some of these 
Divisions have, however, been 
formed into “industry 
groups” such as the “‘hotels’ , 
‘sugar industry” and ‘‘gar- 
ment industry.’ 

The Barbados Workers’ 
Union firmly believes that the 
collective bargaining process 
is fundamental to a peaceful 
industrial relations climate 
and will pursue this method 
with a view to improving the 
lot of the Barbadian worker. 
At the same time, the union 
vigorously oppose any en- 
croachment or attack by any 
source on the collective 
Largaining process. 





COUNTRY SECTION 


SUGAR PRODUCERS ASSESS '83 CROP, WELCOME U.S. QUOTA 


Need for Workers 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 7 Jan 83 p 1 


[Text } 


A total of 758 additional 
feemees D Saas i Sep 
ted to start around the 

of this month. 

The Barbados Sugar 
Producers Asseciation has 
during the crop 8 on be 

| crop seagon 
apply to the manager of the 
estate in their area, giving 
their names and addresses. 
+ gamma le a, td 


It has also advised all 
ae —- ed workers to 
usua 
whether they will be available 


for the start of the crop. This 
oe 


16, 
Workers needed include 529 
canecutters, 43 loaders, 36 


penere. 22 @crappers, one 
ry driver; 24 tractor 
ers, loader 


operators 95 retrievers. 


Evaluation of U.S. Market 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 7 Jan 83 p 1 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


The allocation of 17 100 
metric tonnes of local sugar on 
the American ey Pa Ag 
tember this year,, has been 
the Barbados 

r Producers Association. 

addition the SPA also 
warned that reduced op- 
portunity for sugar exports to 
the U.S. at remunerative price 
prevailing. on. the world 
market could result in the 
reduction of foreign exchange 


earnings. 

The SPA in its quarterly 
review said the allocation 
under the new U.S. quota 
arrangements was a 
significant improvement over 
the arrangement which came 
into force last May when 
Barbados was eligible to 
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export to the U.S. 5 per cent of 


is im uirement. 
In waleemnne the allocation 


the SPA: had looked at the 
implication of moves by the 
American Government to 
stem the flow of*foreign sugar 
into the U.S. and to ent 
the acquisition of vast 
amounts of domestic sugar 
under a price programme 
instituted in that country. 
The measure adopted was a 
country quota system which 
the SPA said has two serious 
implications for Barbados. 


It noted that since 1975 
Barbados sold all its export 
availability to;the U.S. and, 


since then : ents have. 
averaged 32 000 tonnes 
gapual y. ‘4 
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With the exception of 
Foursquare, all the estates 


need cutters and those 
Oe, cutters are 


Bromeficid and Harrison in 


Vall y in St dame wae 
alle , c 
needs 22. 


The other implication the 
SPA noted was that “because 
of reduced opportunity for 
sugar exports to the US., 
Barbados may well have ip 
sell some of its export sugar a 
the unremunerative price 
prevailing on the world 
market with consequential 
reduction in foreign exchange 
earnings’’. 


The SPA said these were 
desperate times for sugar. 


It stated that the world 
market price for sugar had 
fallen to the lowest level in 
three eng with the. London 
Daily Price touching a low of 
82 pounds sterling and the 
New York No. II (world) 
contract below US six cents a 
pound in mid September. 








COUNTRY SECTION 


BIGWU OUTLINES MEMBERSHIP DRIVE PLANS FOR 1983 


Bridgetown THE NATION in English 5 Jan 83 p ll 


[Text] THE militant Barbados In- 


CSO: 


dustrial and General 
Workers Union (BIGWU) 
of 1982, has started the 
new year with the aim of 
unionising as many Bar- 
— workers as possi- 


General Secretary, 
Michael Richards told 
THE NATION that the 


He noted that they had 
started off yesterday by 
a number of 


workers employed by 
Saric-6 and Voest Alpine 
at the Arawak Cement 
Plant at Checker Hall in 


St. Lucy. 
Richard, while declin- 
ing to say exactly 
workers 


were 
unionised, pointed out 
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that they had been called 
last Friday by the 


was obtained from the ce- 


the construction sector, 


hotel industry as well as 
the indus sector. 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


CANADIAN ENVOY STIRS STORM OF PROTEST AMONG UNIONS 


Remarks on Labor Costs 


Bridgetown THE NATION in English 4 Jan 83 p 20 


[Text ] 


YET another Canadian company 
may have to close its doors in 
Barbados, according to Cana- 
dian High Commissioner in 
Bridgetown, Allan Roger. 

The envoy said it 1s all because 
labour costs in this country are 
too high. 


“The unions are demanding 
too much money," he declared. 

. however, declined to 
identify the company, saying only 
that “‘it is in real trouble’’. 

Recently Cooper (Barbados) 
Ltd., a Canadian firm operating 
here shut up shop. leaving 300 
Barbadians out of work. 


CCL Reaction 
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[Text } 


The Caribbean Congress of 
Labour (CCL) yesterday 
termed remarks by Canadian 
High npg wine Mr. Se po 
Roger as undi atic, and an 
area in which be should not 
venture. ‘ 

And CCL __ Secretary 
Treasurer Mr. Burns Bonadie 
said there was a concerted 
effort and conspiracy to un- 
dermine the trade union 
movement in Barbados. 

Mr. Roger was quoted 
yesterday as saying that trade 
unions in Barbados had 

up the cost of labour 

one reason he gave for the 

er ty closing of a 

anadian company’s 
operating in Barbados. 

“The unions are demandi 
too much m ,” he sai 
while adding t cheaper 


labour could be obtained. 


elsewhere in the Caribbean — 
for instance in St. Vincent. Mr. 
Roger did not name the 


company which is con- 
templati clos 
The 


official said he did 
nat know which company was 
being referred to but 


ed it was one which 
would have enjoyed tax 
holiday in Barbados for a 


number of years 
“Tl cannot or rt 
his contention *hat the 


union is responsible for the 
closure. It is my opinion that 
companies operating under 
tax holidays in the Caribbean 
have no intention of making 
any tangible contribution to 
the economies of the islands 


their holiday try to find 
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r said the problem was 


‘ the unions. 
He noted that cheaper labour 
could be obtained elsewhere in 
the Caribbean — for instance in 
St. Vincent. 


R 
‘not ‘that there was no business, 
bui-the 


scapegoats as reasons for 
leaving”’, he said. 

He also rejected claims that 
unions affiliated to the CCL 
were making excessive 
demands. 


According to Mr. Bonadie 
“It appears that there is a 
concerted effort and con- 

iracy to attack and un- 
ermine trade unions in 
Barbados, by people in high 
places.”’ 

On the aspect of cheap 
labour in St. Vincent the CCL 
official said that com- 
paratively speaking ‘there 
were cheaper labour costs in 
the Less Developed Countries 
(LDC). 

He said that one can also say 
that there was cheap labour in 
Barbados when comparing 
this country with Canada. 











BIGWU Criticism 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 6 Jan 83 p 2 


[Text ] 


The Barbados Industrial 
and General Workers Union 
(BIGWU) has reacted angrily 
to a statements made here by 
Canada’s High Commissioner 
Mr. Allan Roger who said that 
unions here had pushed up the 
cost of labour in the country. 

Mr. Roger was at the time 
giving reasons for the closure 
of an unnamed Canadian 
company operating in Bar- 
bados. 

BIGWU said yesterday that 
Roger's statements were not 


only undiplomatic ‘‘but 
disgusting and indeed shows 
the policy of rich countries 
and multinationals toward 
Third World states.”’ 

BIGWU said it was a polic 
of exploitation by feeding off 
what it called cheap labour. 


According to the union: | 


“One must recognise that 
these companies refused to 
operate in their own countries 
to avoid paying their own 
workers rates which are 10 
times above those paid in 
Barbados and other 


BWU Call for Gov't Action 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 8 Jan 83 p 1 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


The Barbados Workers’ 
Union (BWU) has urged 
Government to demand 
the withdrawal from this 
country of the Canadian 
High Commissioner Mr. 
Allan Roger for 
statements made earlier 
this week in connection 
with the cost of labour 
here. 

At the same time the 
Union has termed Mr. 

er’s remarks ‘unfair 
and offensive’, and has 

ed him to produce facts 
to back up his statements. 
The BWU has said that Mr. 
Roger’s presence in 
Barbados was not in the 
best interest of workers 
and people in the country. 

Mr. Roger had said that a 


‘ Canadian company may have 


to close its doors soon because 
of high labour costs in the 
country, resulting from the 
demands of trade unions. 
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~ The statement also brought 
a sharp reaction from the 
— Labour 
( 


was astonished that 
Commissioner could have 
be ge it appropriate to 
speak out'so boldly on what is 
really a domestic matter. 

. It said that the of 
diplomatic relationships “had 
been stretched to the limits’ 
p vey ‘a statement, and 

that had a Barbadian 
High Canes Canada 
done something similar, there 
would be pressure aimed at 
demanding his_ return to.his 
home country. 

According to the BWU: 
‘The Executive Council of the 
BWU; in: examining the 
statement made by the High 
Commissioner of Canada to 
Barbados, unanimously 
decided that the Barbados 
Government should call for 
his withdrawal as High 
ayer gl to bgt roe as 

is presence in the isl is 
not in the best interest of the 
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). 
The BWU said yesterday it . 
the High 


developing countries.”’ 

The union noted that the 
history of Barbados and other 
regional countries was 
repleted with legal robbery 
and exploitation by these 
countries, and that to this day 
capitalism has been able to 
sustain this ‘“‘act.”’ 

Mr. Roger's remarks that 
cheaper labour can be ob- 
tained in St. Vincent is 
testimony to the union’s 
sentiments expressed above, 
BIGWU added. 


workers and people of Bar- 
bados.”’ 

It went on: “The union 
challenges Mr. Roger to 

e the facts to the 
general public to show the 
content of the wages as 
against the other operational 
costs in the manufacturing 
sector, and to show how the 
Union can force the company 
to close its doors.” 

In terming the comments an 
interference ‘‘in the internal 
affairs of Barbados’’, the 
BWU statement said its 
Executive Council regarded 
such utterances on serious 
and delicate matters capable 


of creating had relationships 

d -" ree 

s and-the people 6 
Canada. ° 

It described the fraternal 

relationship with the 

Canadian Labour Movement 

as cordial. 


The BWU added that the 
statement by Mr. Roger will 
not in any way diminish the 
BWU’s warm regards for the 
Canadian Labour Movement. 











COUNTRY SECTION BARBADOS 


BRIEFS 


MEAT SUPPLIES--Barbadians consumed an average of $40 million in imported 
meat, and meat products in 1980 and 1981, representing about one-quarter 
total food imports. Disclosing this was the state-owned Barbados Marketing 
Corporation (BMC) which said that the expansion of the marketing of local 
meat supplies was one of its priorities in reducing the island's food import 
bill. The BMC outlined its position as it continues to tackle problems 
within the vital agricultural sector here. The corporation said that over 
the past 10 years there had been a significant increase in the importation 
of meat. The BMC pointed out that despite problems pervading the production 
and marketing of meat and meat products in Barbados the potential was there 
for further market expansion. In putting forward plans to increase the 
supplies of local meat the corporation said it will be upgrading its facili- 
ties at the abattoir through the expansion of chill facilities, additional 
space and equipment. [Excerpts] [Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 

3 Jan 83 p 1) 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


PRICE IN RADIO SPEECH PROMISES NONALIGNED FOREIGN POLICY 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 8 Jan 83 p 7 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


BELMOPAN, Belize, 
Friday (CANA) = 
Newly i Belize will 
follow a_middle-of-the-road 


foreign pélicy, Prime Minister’ 


months — an early October 
—s here of ~— 
political parties from the 
region, the signing of the Law 
of the Sea Convention in 
Jamaica last December, and 
the signing of a major loan 
agreement with the United 
States the same month — 
underscored the common 
sense of such an a . 
Mr. Price said in a radio 
broadcast to Belizeans this 


week. 
A middle-of-the-road foreign 
policy held tremendous 
tential for advancing the 
t interest of an 
Belize, the Prime Minister 
remarked. 
Belize .gained political in- 
dependence from Britain in 
ember 1981. 
r. Bie said the a 
of political parties 
fe which was held in 


gi 
unconditional support for its 
independence, sovereigaty 
and territorial integrity. 
“This,” he said “is im- 
nt as we work to con- 
solidate our status in the 


world.” 
The Prime Minister also 


said the signing of the Law of 


the Sea Convention in 
Jamaica allowed Belize to 
“stake its claim to its con- 
tinental shelf and_ its 
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patrimonia} sea and their 

This, said Mr. Price, would 
give Belize jurisdiction over 
350 miles of the continental 
shelf and an extension of 200 
miles of exclusive economic 
zone when the convention has 
been ratified by the United 
Nations. 

Belize has signed an 

ent with the United 
States Agency for Inter- 
national Development 
(USAID) for low-interest, 
-term loans of 9.5 million 
dollars (1 Belize dollar 

— 49 cents US) which is to be 
received this year as a part of 
President Reagan’s Carib- 
bean Basin Initiative (CBI). 

The Prime Minister of 
Belize said that this 
agreement would add to 
Belize’s economic develop- 
ment co-operation 

amme with the United 
ates. 

He also said his government 
would continue to pump 
money into programmes for 
the improvement of public 
services and utilities, would 
build more schools, homes and 
factories, and put more land 
into farming. 

The government would also 
continue to adhere to the right 
of peoples to self- 
determination, to non- 
i in the internal 
affairs of other states, non- 
intervention, the respect for 
the rights of others, and the 
non-use of force in the set- 
tlement of international 
disputes, Mr. Price promised. 








COUNTRY SECTION BERMUDA 


UNION ORGAN SEES PLOT TO QUELL OPPOSITION, UNIONISM 
Hamilton THE WORKERS VOICE in English 12 Nov 82 p 2 
[Editorial] 


[Text ] 


There are indications in several areas of this 
society that the rulers of Bermuda are setting 
this colony up for the final touches to their own 
Grand Plan. Last necessary changes, which, 
when achieved, will assure them of a continuing 
unchallenged dominance over all our affairs and 
our lives. 

Most of this activity goes on behind the 
scenes. But there can be no doubt about the 
final intention. It is to demolish all opposition, 
effectively and for a long time to come. 

In their large, air-conditioned cffices, the 
pawns and panders of the masters are drawing 
up the plans for the final death-blow to be dealt 
at (a) any effective trade unionism in Bermuda 
and (b) any effective political opposition. 

Once they have achieved those ends, they will 
be totally free to go ahead with their businesses, 
to enrich themselves even further, because they 
will have succeeded in returning an entire popu- 
lation to a condition of slavery. 

For, if you dare not speak out against patent 
injustice; when your well-being is totally depen- 
dent on the goodwill of a chosen few; whar 
those few can succeed in destroying you with 
little effort on their part, then you are indeed a 
slave — even though the chains are not visible. 

The saddest aspect of the present scenario is 
that so many of those whase lives will be the 
most affected, continue to ignore the signs. Or, 
even worse, see the signs, yet turn their heads 
away and profess ignorance. 

Consider the hints which have been dropped 
by the local daily (which seems to get a lot of 
“leaks” from areas closed to the rest of the pub- 


CSO: 3298/298 


41 


lic), hints to the effect that the United Bermuda 
Party government is planning an ea-ly General 
Election — maybe in the Spring of 1983. 

Consider the threatened court case against 
the Bermuda Industrial Union, brought by the 
Hotel Employers of Bermuda. 

Consider a current case before the Court of 
Appeals, involving a young Bermudian lawyer, 
who is the counsel retained by the BIU in the 
case with the HEB. 

Consider a couple of interesting items in the 
recent Throne Speech. Such as the UBP govern- 
ment’s decision to revive discussion on the issue 
of independence for Bermuda. And that little 
phrase about “a Green Paper on industrial relat- 
ions and the law’. We all know in which direc- 
tion “public understanding of these delicate re- 
lationships” will be guided — it certainly will 
not be favourable to the Trade Unions. 

So it would seem that the stage is set for an 
early General Election, probably preceded by 
the hearing of the BIU/HEB case. (Thus, any 
civil protests undertaken by Union members, 
who are also members of the Progressive Labour 
Party (the black Party) may be used to discredit 
the PLP. 

And, once the UBP sweeps to victory, then 
the colony will be taken into independence, un- 
der a “New” John Swan, UBP government. 

Once that happens, all those who have wor- 
ked and fought and sacrificed to bring about 
a truly democratic and united Bermuda, might 
as well take a prolonged “trip” to other places. 
Or remain and accept slavery. 








COUNTRY SECTION 


BERMUDA 


GOV'T ACCUSED OF USING PR TO CON PEOPLE, SLANDER PLP, BIU 


Hamilton THE WORKERS VOICE in English 26 Nov 82 pp 7, 8 


[Article by D. E. Lightbourn] 
[Text ] 


Click, click; zoom, zoom; the cameras were 
busy, busy as star John Swan and his entourage 
toured the prison facilities at Casemates. Once 
or twice, the Swan did have to demand that the 
‘rabble’ make way for the cameras, so that he 
could be displayed to the best advantage on the 
TV screens in Bermuda. 

Nevertheless, it was a triumphal tour indeed, 
whatever it might or might not have done for 
the prisoners, it certainly was a tour de force 
for star Swan. 

This, to me, was the last straw in a series of 
public relations efforts which have shown gen- 
erally, very little sense, taste or intelligence. 

But, because the people of this “other world”’ 
have been conditioned to the brainwashing tech- 
niques of the advertising world, doubtless this 
constant exposure of Swan the charmer, Swan 
the concerned, Swan the (black) money man 
and Swan the real, live born, black Bermudian 
premier is having an effect. To the extent that 
one may hear his praises sung by persons whom 
one would have believed could never have been 
brain washed. 


WHAT “NEW” GOVERNMENT? 

Yet does anyone know the real John Swan? 
And can a people really be conned yet again by 
the insinuation that a new leader of the same 
old crew somehow constitutes a change in Gov- 
ernment? 

Let’s face it. John Swan’s “government” is no 
different from Jack Tucker’s “government”’, Sir 
E.T. Richards’ ‘‘government”, Jack Sharpe’s 
“government” or David Gibbons’ “government”. 

The real rulers have not changed. And the real 
rulers themselves are not even that smart — they 
just have the money to pay the “experts” in 
“mass hypnotism” to tell them what to do. 
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The saddest thing about the whole business 
is the way in which the local news media goes 
along with the charade and, in fact, lends itseif 
to the sorry con game which is being played on 
the gullible people of Bermuda. 

Thus, for years, the Bermuda Industrial Union 
and the Progressive Labour Party have been cas- 
tigated, blamed and subjected to derogatory crit- 
icism and destructive propaganda. Slurs have 
been cast on the character and morals of the 
leaders of these organisations, to the point of 
defamation and outright slander. 


APPEAL TO THE LOWEST 

It’s a sad fact of life that it is easier to appeal 
to the lowest in human nature than to the high- 
est. A juicy piece of gossip or slander will travel 
swiftly from mouth to mouth and be thorough- 
ly enjoyed by all. Speak of higher things and 
boredom quickly sets in. 

Our rulers have always recognised this fact 
of human nature and have never hesitated to 
exploit it. They have brought the art of appeal- 
ing to the lowest in human instincts to near per- 
fection. 

So we continue to be bombarded with adverse 
publicity about the PLP and the BIU and their 
leaders, while, at the same time, being subjected, 
visually and orally to the “charm” and public 
“eoncemn” of our “new” premier John Swan. 
(His ministers appear quite happy to play a sup- 
porting role in his public appearances. After all, 
why not? It’s all working in their own interests.) 

And the local news media (either because 
there is little if any real news, or they are too 
lazy to go out and look for it) continues to ad- 
vertise the star of the UBP — for now. 

Doubtless, when he has served their purpose 
and achieved for them the complete dominat- 
ion they desire (under the guise of a democracy) 








the REAL rulers of this Island will reward him perpetuation of the white dynasty in Bermuda. 


with his heart’s desire. Could be a knighthood Thereby ensuring that a few , chosen black Ber- 
(not ANOTHER Sir John!) or a chance to ex- mudians (who are prepared to go along with 
pand his business empire and to add a few more the establishment) will enjoy some measure of 
million dollars to his present wealth. freedom and prosperity. 

That does not really matter. What DOES mat- The greater majority will just have to lump 
ter is that yet once more, a black Bermudian it. 


will have enthusiastically lent himself to the 


CSO: 3298/298 








COUNTRY SECTION BERMUDA 


BRIEFS 


PLP OFFICERS--The Progressive Labour Party held its election of officers on 
Wednesday evening during their annual Conference and the following members 
have been elected to office: Alex Scott (Chairman), Ernest Drew (Deputy 
Chairman), Lovette Brangman (Sec-Gen.), Walter Byron (Treasurer), Sandra 
Adams (Asst. Sec-Gen.), Rita Peniston (Organiser), Mary Hayward (Membership 
Sec.) and David Allen (Public Relations Officer). [Text] [Hamilton the 
WORKERS VOICE in English 26 Nov 82 p 1] 


SLAP AT REAGAN--President Ronald keagan, in an announcement earlier this 
week, stated that the United States must be able to bargain (with the Soviet 
Union) from a "position of strength". He was attempting to justify his 
plans to deploy the MX Missile--an untried nuclear machine that will cost 
the American taxpayers billions of dollars. Yet, this is the same man who, 
less than two years ago, fired thousands of Air Traffic Controllers who were 
bargaining with his Government from a "position of strength" by withdrawing 
their labour. It seems ironic that the President of the United States can 
establish a policy under which his Government can negotiate an agreement, 
but a trade union (PATCO) cannot do likewise. Another case of American 
"double standards"? [Text] [Hamilton THE WORKERS VOICE in English 26 Nov 82 


p 1] 


CSO: 3298/298 
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COUNTRY SECTION COLOMBIA 


ELN CARRIES OUT BANK ROBBERY IN ANTIOQUIA 
Bogota EL TIEMPO in Spanish 30 Dec 82 pp 1-A, 6-A 
[Article by Gustavo Ramirez 0] 


[Excerpt] Medellin, 29 Dec--An urban commando unit of the Army of National 
Liberation (ELN) today took 22 million pesos in cash from a branch of the 
Antioquia Commercial Bank in the town of Rionegro after taking captive the 
family of the branch *».k‘'s chief teller. 


The assailants got into the bank, which is located on the main square, be- 
fore it was due to open for the day to the public. 


In a fast operation, about three men with their faces covered compelled the 
chief teller, Marco Tulio Lopez, and one of the female secretaries to open 
up the safe and then took all the money from it. 


The bank manager, Dario Gomez, said the group made off with millions earmarked 
for the payrolls of various firms based in the town. 


Gomez stated that the robbers locked the employees up in an office and asked 
for a lapse of 15 minutes to make their getaway, this done under a bomb 
threat. Various sacks containing the bank-notes were put into a car waiting 
in the bank's garage. 


The attack on the Antioquia Commercial Bank actually began after 6 am when 
two or three guerrillas armed with revolvers came to chief teller Marco Tulio 
Lopez's house; tied up his wife, three children and their aunt; and then took 


the chief teller himself off to the bank. 


"There just came a knock on the door and my husband went out to talk with them. 
I don't know whether they threatened him because we were still lying down." 
This is what Cruz Elena Giraldo, Lopez's wife, has said. 


According to the wife, both of them were about to get up. "We hadn't got out 
of bed yet," she said. 


The captors remained in the house about 20 minutes after tying the family up 
with tape while the rest of the group went on to the bank with the teller. 


9972 
CSO; 3348/267 
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COUNTRY SECTION COLOMBIA 


MINIMUM WAGE INCREASES BY 25 PERCENT 
Bogota EL TIEMPO in Spanish 23 Dec 82 pp 1-A, 6-A 


[Article by German Navarrete] 


[Excerpts] The government has increased the minimum wage by 25 percent. 
Effective 2 January 1983, it will be 9,261 pesos in urban areas and 8,775 
pesos in rural areas. 


The decision was the product of a broad agreement reached by the government, 
labor organizations, economic organizations, and pensioners. 


The urban minimum, which now is 7,410 pesos per month, was increased by 1,851 
pesos which will make a total of 9,261 pesos in January. This will mean a 
daily wage of 308.7 pesos. 


The rural minimum wage, which today is 7,020 pesos per month, realized an 
increment of 1,755 pesos. In January that will mean a total of 8,775 pesos 


equivalent to a daily wage of 292.5 pesos. 


The increase automatically covered wages in the border cities and in San Andres 
y Providencia, but the government has promised to study how to compensate work- 
ers in those areas beset with a high cost of living more adequately by using 


Economic Emergency decrees. 


The Tripartite Agreement 


Although Juan Sebastian Betancur and Jairo Escobar, spokesmen for ANDI [National 
al Industrialists Association] were unable to attend the session of the Na- 
tional Council on Wages and Labor, the economic organizations were in agree- 
ment with the government and the workers in signing the agreement, the text 

of which reads as follows: 


"The National Council on Wages, in fulfillment of its duties, agrees: 


"1. To recommend to the national government that a permanent analysis be 
made of future developments in economic policy as it relates to price rises 


and declines. 
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"2, That this Council should be reconvened upon request of any party belong- 
ing to it. To accomplish this, the government, once it has received a request, 
will call a meeting within 8 subsequent days. 


"3, To set, beginning on 2 January 1983, the minimum wage in the rural 
sector at the equivalent of 292.5 pesos per day which amounts to 8,775 pesos 


per month, 


"4, To establish, beginning on 2 January 1983, the minimum wage in the urban 
areas, at the equivalent of 308.7 pesos per day which amounts to 9,261 pesos 
per month, 


"5S, To recommend that the national government present to the Honorable Con- 
gress of the Republic bills providing that, for pensioners, differences in 
applying minimum wage increases be eliminated. 


"6. To support the government's economic policy in its struggle against in- 
flation in the present situation facing the country. 


"7, To establish mechanisms which will allow for a higher wage for the workers 
in San Andres y Providencia and the border areas so that the economic realities 
of their situation be addressed and to establish a special supplement for 
workers who are paid the minimum wage in San Andres y Providencia, Maicao, 
Cucuta, Area Arauca, Puerto Carreno and Leticia. 


"8, To emphasize that these agreements are the result of cooperation among 
workers, employers and the government in keeping with the policy which, in 
particular, the honorable President of the Republic has expressed and which 
has its basis in existing constitutional provisions." 


The agreement was signed by Jaime Pinzon Lopez, minister of labor and social 
security; Carlos Ossa Escobar, president of SAC [Farmers Association of 
Colombia]; Francisco de Paula Ossa, president of ACOPI [Colombian Small In- 
dustries Association]; a representative of Guillermo Gomez Tellez, president 
of FENALDO [National Federation of Businessmen and subsequently by the spokes- 
men for ANDI, The presidents of CTC [Confederation of Workers of Colombia], 
UTC [Colombia Workers Union] and CGT [General Labor Confederation] signed for 
the workers' organizations. The CSTC [Colombian Workers Trade Union Confeder- 
ation] registered sissent, stating that "the agreement does not conform to the 
spirit of the compromise signed nor much less to the interests of the work- 


ers." 
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Table 1. Change in the Minimum Wage in Colombia, 1962-1982* 








Monthly 

Minimum Transportation Total 
Effective date Wage Subsidy Earnings 
1 January 1962 190 14.4 204.4 
1 January 1963 190 14.4 204.4 
1 February 1963 378 30 408 
1 January 1964 378 30 408 
1 January 1965 378 30 408 
1 January 1966 378 30 408 
1 January 1967 378 30 408 
1 January 1968 378 30 408 
1 January 1969 378 55 433 
1 August 1969 462 55 517 
1 January 1970 462 55 517 
1 January 1971 462 | 517 
1 January 1972 462 55 517 
13 April 1972 606 55 661 
1 January 1973 606 55 661 
1 January 1974 900 55 955 
8 November 1974 1,200 55 hiaoe 
1 January 1975 1,200 55 1,255 
1 January 1976 1,200 55 1,255 
1 August 1976 1,560 105 1,665 
1 January 1977 1,770 105 1,875 
1 August 1977 1,860 105 1,965 
1 November 1977 2,340 105 2,445 
1 January 1978 2,340 105 2,445 
1 May 1978 2,580 120 2.700 
1 January 1979 3,450 170 3.620 
1 January 1980 4,500 344 4,844 
1 January 1981 5,700 450 6,150 
1 January 7,410 525 7,935 


* 


The figures (in pesos) above were provided by the Ministry of Labor. They 
show the change in the minimum wage in Colombia during the last 20 years, 
according to a study made by Rodrigo Llano Isaza and recently published in 
the magazine ARCO. The only item which has not yet been decided upon for 
1983 is the transport subsidy. 


Table 2. Income Levels of Colombian Manual Workers, September 1980* 




















Total Men Women 
Income Level Number of Number of Number of 
in Pesos Persons % Persons % Persons y 
Total 1,799,710 100.00 1,148,384 100.00 651,326 100.00 
Up to 4,000 200,722 11.15 116,824 10.17 83,898 12.88 
4,000-5,000 546,012 30.34 311,658 27.14 234,354 35.98 
Over 5,000 1,052,976 58.51 719,902 62.69 333,074 51.14 


Totals for those 
not responding 211,402 152,061 59, 341 





*k 


CSO: 


DANE [National Administrative Department of Statistics] figures that the 
minimum wage is paid to some 3 million workers in Colombia. The last sur- 
vey of households in Bogota, Medellin, Cali, Barranquilla, Bucaramanga, 
Manizales and Pasto, made in September 1980, provided the foregoing table 
giving a breakdown for employees and employed workers by levels of monetary 
income for manual workers and by sex. 


3348/167 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


VACANCY OF KAMPUCHEA'S NAM SEAT APPROVED 
PA221856 Havana International Service in Spanish 0000 GMT 21 Jan 83 


["World Events" commentary read by Angel Hernandez] 


[Text] The Indian Government recently reiterated its irrevocable decision 

to keep Kampuchea's seat vacant at the seventh Nonaligned Countries Movement 
summit, which is slated for march in New Delhi. This correct and appro- 
priate stand, which honors a sixth summit agreement in this regard, precluded 
futile discussions that might hinder work at the nonaligned summit, (Phom 
Dong Piang), vice foreign minister of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam 

said during an interview with this station. The Vietnamese leader added: 

We support this wise decision even though we know that the seat rightfully 
belongs to the People's Republic of Kampuchea, the sole authentic and legal 
representative of the Kampuchean people. 


This statement reflects an undeniable reality: Heng Samrin's government 

not only has all of Kampuchean territory under control; it has also permit ted 
the Kampuchean nation's rebirth and the establishment of real democratic 
freedoms in that Indo-Chinese country. After obtaining its definitive 
liberation following the ouster of the genocidal and pro-China regime of 

Pol Pot and Ieng Sary on 7 January 1979, the Kampuchean people took the path 
to the construction of a free and flourishing homeland. After 4 years of 
effort, the results of their actions could not be more positive. This is 
the reality that the Chinese hegemonists and their ally, the United States, 
reject, for one way or the other they hope to reestablish Pol Pot's regime, 
a regime responsible for the assassination of 3 million people. 


The Maoist leaders and the U,S. imperialists are using the ASEAN countries 

to distort the legitimacy of the government of the People's Republic of 
Kampuchea. The most recent reactionary maneuvers, however, are not limited 
to that objective. They are also intended to undermine the nonaligned 
countries' unity and to divert the seventh summit's attention from the 
pressing problems that currently affect the so-called Third World countries 
and the international community as a whole: Problems such as those connected 
with the sovereignty and independence of the peoples, disarmament, world 
peace and the new international economic order. 
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When the Indian Government rejected the ASEAN countries' proposal that 
Norodom Sihanouk attend the New Delhi summit as a representative of the 
so-called Coalition Government of Democratic Kampuchea, the puppets in 

both Beijing and Washington tried a different tactic: They asked that 
Sihanouk be invited to deliver a speech as founding member of the Nonaligned 
Countries Movement. There is no chance that this maneuver will succeed, 
however, since the movement recognizes only five founding members, all of 
them already dead: India's Nehru, Indonesia's Sukarno, Ghana's Nkrumah, 


Yugoslavia's Tito and Egypt's Al-Nasir. 


It has also been proposed that Sihanouk should be personally invited. 

The movement has no precedent for such an action. Any delegation or figure 
participating in a nonaligned meeting should be the legal representative 

of his people or nation. Sihanouk does not even control the smallest 
portion of the Kampuchean land that he betrayed, ditching every moral and 
political principle. He is really a prince without a principality and at 
the service of the worst forces. All these maneuvers are condemned to 


fail. 


The nonaligned countries will not divert their attention from the key 
problems they will discuss at the seventh summit. This is why all of the 
world's sensible and progressive forces endorse the idea of leaving 
Kampuchea's seat temporarily empty even though, as we said earlier, this 
seat rightfully belongs to Samrin's revolutionary government of Kampuchea. 


cso: 3248/452 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


BRIEFS 


ESPIN ELECTED TO UN POST--At the United Nations, Vilma Espin, president of 
the Federation of Cuban Women and member of Cuba's Council of State, today 
was elected vice president of the UN Advisory Council of the International 
Institute for the Status of Women. The Cuban leader will hold that office 
for a period of 1 year, until the next meeting of the Advisory Council. 
According to reports, the Advisory Council of the UN International Institute 
for the Status of Women began its working sessions today at the UN head- 
quarters. During the meeting, cooperation with regional commissions and 
other bodies of the United Nations will be examined by the participants. 
The meeting will also study the adoption of rules governing the functions 
of the institute, the council and other tasks of those bodies. [Text] 
[FL242211 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 2132 GMT 24 Jan 83] 


RAINS, FLOODING DAMAGE CROPS--Havana, 21 Jan (AFP)--Torrential rains 
yesterday and today have affected 12 million tobacco plants in the vicinity 
of the Cuban capital, where 10,000 workers were mobilized to combat the 
crop damage. Known the world over, Cuban tobacco is one of the island's 
main exports. The rains, which have continued today, caused a lot of 

[word indistinct] and short circuits in the electric system. City traffic 
was disrupted due to flooded streets and avenues. [Text] [PA221808 Paris 
AFP in Spanish 0155 GMT 22 Jan 83] 


LEBANON MISSION REPRESENTATIVES DECORATED--The Internationalist Combatant 
Medal, second class, was presented to representatives of the Cuban mission 
to Beirut, Lebanon. Speaking at the decoration ceremony was Carlos Rafael 
Rodriguez, member of the Politburo and vice president of the Councils of 
State and Ministers. Cuban Ambassador to Lebanon Jacinto Vazquez was 
decorated with the medal by Foreign Minister Isidoro Malmierca, member of 
the Central Committee. Malmierca also decorated other officials of the 
Cuban Embassy in Beirut. In his closing remarks, Carlos Rafael Rodriguez 
Stated that those who represent Cuba abroad are the representatives of the 
policy of peace and friendship of our country's government. He recalled 
the heroes of the Cuban Foreign Service, the result of the attacks of U.S. 
imperialism, and referred to the Palestinian people's heroic struggle for 
their legitimate rights. Fianlly, he said we are proud of the intimate 
conviction that those comrades we are decorating are nothing else but an 
expression of the revolutionary resoluteness and combativeness of our people 
and of our representatives abroad. [Text] [FL221251 Havana Domestic Service 


in Spanish 1200 GMT 22 Jan 83] 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


CHARLES REVIEWS PROGRESS IN '82 HOLIDAY MESSAGE 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 5 Jan 83 p 3 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


ROSEAU, Dominica, 
Tuesday, (CANA) — The 


Dominica Government is 
hoping that 1983 will see a 


Prime Minister Eugenia 
Charles has said.. — 

“We know trom the 
that have been laid the 
contracts that have been 
signed we will have a better 
1983’’, she said during a radio 
programme last Sunday, 
reviewing the performance of 
the country in 1982, and 
looking at prospects for 1983. 

Miss Charles said that 
compared with the per- 
formances of the other 
countries in the world ‘‘All in 
all, 1982 has not been too bad’, 
for Dominica. 

“With regards to our 
economic situation, I think we 
have learned, and with the 
help of the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), I think 
we have learned to live within 
our resources,’’ she said. 


3298/297 


. Dominica in 1982 entered a 
three-year agreement with the 
fand for EC$37.5 million (1 EC 
dollar — 37 cents US) and Miss 
Charles said ‘‘we would not 
have been able to continue 
running the coun without 
the IMF loan. a 

“There is no other aid donor 


that gives you money to meet 


your requirements”’, she said. 
She said that the loan had 
enabled Dominica ‘‘to cut 
down expenditure and in- 
crease our revenue’’, ope 3 
“I am quite sure we have only 
gained by entering into an 
agreement with the IMF.” 
During the 90-minute radio 
discussion Miss Charles said 
that her administration had 
also approached the Arab 
countries, excluding Libya, 
for assistance. 
‘“‘We have Ss them 
and we are looking towards 
Arab countries for 
assistance...and we have got 
assistance for them,”’ she said 
making reference to 
Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) 
loans for roads, small in- 
dustries and a water project. 
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DOMINICA 


Miss Charles said that the 


performance of her govern- 
ment since taking up office in 
1980 had been encouraging for 
Dominicans. 

She reported a lowering of 
the inflation rate from over 17 
per cent to 4.4 per cent and a 
decrease in unemployment. 

“With regard to unem- 
ployment, we have been able 


to make little impact but not 
as much as we would have 
liked’, she said, adding that 
the unemployment figure now 
stands at 15 per cent as 
compared with 21 per cent in 
1980. 

Miss Charles also spoke 
about the vital banana in- 
dustry and the continued neec 
for feeder roads in order tc 
help improve the standard of 
fruits sold overseas. 

She said that despite the fact 
that the industry had been 
able to recover from the 
ravages of hurricanes David 
and Allen in 1979 and 198¢ 
respectively, the drop in the 
pound sterling had made it 


even harder on the industry in 


its efforts to regain viability. 








COUNTRY SECTION 


GOV'T DISSATISFACTION WITH RADIO SERVICE PORTENDS CHANGES 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 4 Jan 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


ROSEAU, Dominica, 
Monday, (CANA) — The 
Dominica Government has 
expressed ‘‘dissatisfaction’’ 
with the performance of the 
state-owned Dominica 
Broadcasting Service (DBS) 
over the oy 12 months and 


‘some + 
will have to be done in 1963.” 


ospects for 1963, both Prime 
Minister Eugenia Charles and 
Education Minister, Charles 


organ of government, or 


something which is to help the 


radio d to e more 
sensitive, ‘‘and hes to beeath 


more es ga in its 
approach I think seme 
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changes, some things will 
have to be done in 1983.” 

Miss Charles said that she 
was dissatisfied with the 

rogramming and was con- 
ident that something better 
could be done. 

“I have seen where DBS 
staff have been very energetic 
in programmes they are in- 
terested in..., but they are not 
interested in things that are 
happening in Dominica and 
that cannot continue to be,’’ 
she said. 

She said that the station 
might be better off being a 
government ‘department, 
414. to the fact that it has 

een operating 
wmeconomically over the past 
few years. 

‘Tam beginning to think if it 
was a government depart- 
ment it would run much more 
effectively than it does as 2 
statutory board,’’ said Miss 
Charles. 

She said she hoped that in 


_ 1983 ‘they will see themselves 


in the real role in a smail 
community....”” 








COUNTRY SECTION 


AMALGAMATED WORKERS UNION MEETS, HEARS MINISTER SPEAK 


Roseau THE NEW CHRONICLE in English 11 Dec 82 p 3 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


Minister of Home 
Affairs, Hon, Brian 
Alleyne, told delegates 
attending the Dominica 
Amalgamated Workers’ 
Union's (DAWU 4th 
General Council meeting 
that his Ministry was in 
the process of formula- 
ting new labour legisle- 
tion that, upon approval 
by Parliament, would 


help to settle 
industrial disputes more 
speedily. In his ad- 
dress, Mr. Alleyne 


complimented DAWU for 
its observance of 1982 
as Health and Safety 
Year. He indicated that 
legislation to safeguard 
workers’ health at work- 
places is being drafted. 

New developments in 
the flaqging Banere 
Industry, which conti- 
nues to receive favourel 
attention by the present 
administration, featured 
prominently during open 
discussions. And, to 
this end, a special com- 
mission, set up by DAW 
to evaluate the indus- 
try, has recommended 
that the union request 


3298/297 
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the clarification of a 
few points which were 
outlined with regards to 
the industry's proposed 
restructuring. The com- 
mission also expressed 
concern over the issue 
of ‘privatization’ of 
boxing plants, and re- 
commended, further, that 
the control of § the 
boxing plants remain 
under one supreme body. 
However, DAWU has, to 
date, not made = any 
public statement on that 
topical subject. 
In related news, 

DAWU has,as a result of 
a work-shop for women 
and youth held from 
November 27 - 28, set up 
a National Committee for 
Women and Youth, 
comprising Cynthia 
Lewis (chair-person), 
Sabrina George (deputy 
chair-person), Bernadine 
Jean-Jacques (Secretary) 
and Julia Dorsette 
(Treasurer). Committee 
members are Gweneth 
Lazare, Rosie Thomas, 
Ivonia Defoe, Rita 
Caines, Linus Augustine 
and Theodore Remy. 


DOMINICA 








COUNTRY SECTION DOMINICA 


BRIEFS 


DROP IN CRIME--Roseau, Dominica, Friday (CANA)--Police today reported an 
overall decrease in the number of crimes committed over the past 12 months, 
when compared to the 1981 crime level, but said that there had been greater 
use of narcotics by the Dominica population. Police Commissioner Ensley 
Pierre told reporters that for the period ending November 30 this year a 
total of 2 114 criminal cases had been reported to the police, compared with 
2 828 for the corresponding period last year. The Dominica Government this 
year introduced legislation imposing stiffer penalties for the use of and 
trafficking in narcotics. The police said there were four murder cases this 
year, compared with seven last year. Cases of larceny, housebreaking and 
arson showed a marked decline this year. However, in the case of rape and 
indecent assault the figure moved from 16 last year to 17 this year. Police 
Commissioner Pierre attributed the drop in crime "to more police vigilance 
and more public support." [Text] [Bridgetown SUNDAY-ADVOCATE-NEWS in 


English 2 Jan 83 p 3] 


PLANS FOR HOUSING--Roseau Dominica Sunday (CANA)--The Dominica Government has 
said that proper planning of housing development is essential if Dominica is 
to improve its housing and to emerge from the situation of unplanned urban 
slum development. The government's remark follows measures being taken by 
the housing unit of the Ministry of Home Affairs to control the increasing 
number of squatter houses that have been springing up just outside the 
capital, Roseau. In a statement, the housing unit said that it had been 
forced to demolish a partially-constructed squatter house after the owner 
refused to comply with a request by the unit to stop building it. [Text] 
[Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 3 Jan 83 p 3] 
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COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


HIGHER DUTIES AMONG STEPS TAKEN TO INCREASE REVENUES 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 7 Jan 83 p 3 


[Text] ST GEORGES Grenada In 1978, the rate was in- centage) then the new rate of 

Thursday (CANA) — The creased to 7.5 per cent, early consumption duty is the sum 

Government to12.5per of the old specific rate 

1, there charged for consumption duty 

5 per plus the rate of the specific 

customs duty charged. 

The other new section 

. relates to bills of entry in 

which the rate of consumption 

duty is specific and the 

* customs duty is a percentage, 
. or vice yersa. 


In this case, the new rate of 
goods would have a must be ted on the consumption duty is the sum 


rate of 20 per cent which is to value of the goods 
be calculated, not only on the “A new section in the law °f what is payable at_the 
CIF value of the goods, but states that the ' specific rate plus the sum of 
also on the customs duty must be calculated on the what is payable at the per- 
eS. the rate of , pd Sen on tues “aes ~ ie to the 
p “~ goods duty _ Grenada Chamber of Com- 
c merce said the new rates of 
duty and consumption 
duty would cause a rise in the 
_cost of living and have stirred 
great concern in the com- 
mercial community. 
The Chamber was 
scheduled to meet today to 
discuss the matter. 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


JAGAN, PEACE COUNCIL HAIL REJECTION OF REAGAN MX PLAN 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 10 Dec 82 p 5 


[Text ] 


The President of the 
Guyana Peace Council 
has deemed the rejection 
by the American House of 
Representatives of 
President Reagan’s 
request for funds to 
manufacture 200 MX 
missiles a victory for the 


American people, and 
common sense. 


He further described 
‘the 


missiles as ‘‘the 
fantastically expansive 
and horrendous nuclear 
weapon.” 


The full text of the 


message reads: 
The rejection by the 
American House of 


Representatives of the 
Reagah administration’s 
uest for funds for 200 


,MX_misailes — the fan- 


ern expansive and 
horrendous nuclear 


weapon — is most 


“welcome. The of 
: the world can breathe a 
 sigh’of relief. 


. This defeat by 
President Reagah is the 
most stunning he has 
suffered in his two years 
of office. Some 50 
members of his own 
Republican Party voted 
against him. , 


A ang —— 
presa y a significan 
development during the 
recent mid-term 
Congréssional elections, 
when the Republican 
Party lost some 25 seats 
to the Democrats and 
several Governorships, 
and when the voters in 8 
out of 9 states, including 
municipalities, voted in 
favour of a ‘freeze in 
nuclear weaponry and the 
arms-race. 


This is a victory for the 
American people, and 
common sense. 


A strong anti-war, anti- 
nuclear weapons upsurge 
in feeling has developed 
among the people of the 
Uni States. Recently, 
nearly a million people of 
all shades of opinion 
marched in New York 
City against the war- 
mongering pce | of the 
Reagah administration. 
They want bread, not 
guhs. 

The defeat of President 
Reagah is an expression 
of the American people’s 
anget at Reaganomics, 
which put billions of 
dollars for arms while 
cutting ‘social needs 
programmes for the 
youths, students, aged, 
unemployed and un- 


. deremployed. 


[Editor's Note: The Georgetown PPP organ MIRROR of 12 December 1982, page 1, 
carries a similar story quoting from but not purportedly giving the text of 
the statement of the "leader of the PPP and President of the Guyana Peace 
Council." This report concludes: "The American Congressmen and people must 
be congratulated for their bold stand. They must now move to stop the 
administration's intervention in the Caribbean and Latin America. Hands 

off Cuba, Nicaragua, Grenada, Suriname, El Salvador and Guatemala!"] 


CSO: 3298/301 





COUNTRY SECTION 





SUGAR PRODUCTION SURPASSES TARGET BY 3,842 TONS SO FAR 


Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 12 Dec 82 p 8 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


3298/301 


The sugf industry has 
surpassed its revised 
estimate of 280,000 tons 
by actually procecias 
283,842 tons sugar wi 
four of the corporation’s 
ten factories still on the 
production stream. 

Four factories, 
Albion-P ort Mourant 
Rose Hall, Wales and 
Enmore ceased g 
operations during ‘the 
week and will join 
Leonora and Uitvlugt ‘in 
out-of-crop maintenance 
before the com- 
mencement of next year’s 
The prod tion target of 

e produc 
sa nt Aneel 

s n surpa 
1,650 tons and the crop’s 
total has now ressed 
to 196,987 tons which is 
3,842 tons above the 
estimate for the entire 


e year’s production 

now stands at 283,842 tons 
sugar. 
Albion-Port Mourant, 
GUYSUCO’s largest 
production unit has 
established a new second 
crop record with a total 
crop production of 39,165 
tons sugat. The previous 
production’ record’ of 
38,840 tons was se¢t in 1971. 
This estate has also 
registered a’ com- 
mendable achievement of 
4,390 tons above its crop 
target of 34,775 tons 
sua. ' 
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Of the eight factories in 
operation during ‘the 


‘week, five have sur- 


passed their targets with 
the following ' 
achievements: 

— Skeldon made 1,120 
tons or 131.8 per cent of its 
estimate of 850 tons; 

— Albion achieved. 1,605 
tons which represents 
160.5 per cent ‘of its 
estimate of 1,000 tons; 

— Rose Hall produced 


‘1,160 tons or 165.7 per cent 


of its estimate of 700 tons; 
— Blairmont made 960 
tons against an estimate 
of oll ae; _ 
resents 106.7 per 
achiovernent and ; 
— Diamond with a 
production of 560 tons, 
achieved 125.8 per cent of 
its target of 445 tons. 
These estates, because 
of their performance 
have gained placements 
on the UYSUCO 
Production Honours Roll. 
L.B.I.%Ogld estate has 
been singléd out for 
creditable performance 
with an attainment of 86.2 
per cent of its estimate of 
650 tons. | 
The Honours Roll 
placements as at week 
ending 1982-12-11 are — 
Albion (20), Blairmont 
(17), Enmore and 
Diamond (16) each, Rose 
Hall (14), LBIy,, Ogle (13), 
Skeldon (12), Leonora 
(11), Uitvlugt’ (10) and 


Wales (6). 








COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


JAGAN SAYS REVOLUTION IS ANSWER TO GUYANA'S AGONY 
Georgetown MIRROR in English 12 Dec 82 pp 1, 3 


[Text] Speaking to a capacity crowd at the Large Lecture Theatre of the 
University of Guyana at Turkeyen, PPP General Secretary, Dr. Cheddi Jagan 
declared that revolution is the real answer to the economic crisis and the 
agony of the Guyanese people. 


However, he warned against the simplistic interpretation of the term revolu- 
tion to mean the mere removal of the Government. He said revolution means 
two things: the capture of state power and the installation of a new govern- 
ment and secondly to embark instantly on a process of rapid revolutionary 
transformation. 


Dr. Jagan was at the time delivering a lecture under the theme "Economic 
Crisis--Starvation or Revolution" which was sponsored by the University 
group of the Progressive Youth Organisation. 


Elaborating on the concept of revolution the former Premier of Guyana 
emphasised that along with the level of maturity of the objective and sub- 
jective factors, a revolutionary vanguard is necessary to lead the revolu- 
tion as is confirmed by the experiences of other countries such as the Soviet 
Union. At the same time, he stressed, poverty in itself will not result in 
revolution. He considered the situation in Haiti and the slums of the US-- 
the main centre of imperialism--where extreme poverty exists yet there is no 
revolution. He added that a common denominator in all revolutions is the 
masses. There can be no revolution without the masses, he declared. 


Giving an outline of the economic situation in Guyana, the PPP leader drew 
to the attention of his audience the MIRROR's expose of a secret report by 
the IMF which defined Guyana is being in a state of economic retrogression 
with the GDP declining by 9% from 1977-81. In the face of an unprecedented 
crisis in the country the regime is retreating under imperialist pressures. 
Guyana is deemed to be uncreditworthy, having failed to meet the 3-year 
extended fund facility of the IMF although they received concessions. There 
is a huge foreign debt of over $3 billion with yearly shortfalls in the key 
areas of production and general worsening conditions. There is also a 
spiralling inflation rate which rose to 50% this year. According to a PNC 
spokesman the nation is in the red. Due to reversals in policies, the regime 
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has put a halt to nationalisation it has adopted an open door policy to 
foreign capital and embraces the IMF. 


Developing his arguments, Dr. Jagan said this trend has taken us to the stage 
where national independence is threatened and economic independence is thwar- 
ted. He produced statistics to show that basically there is a general 
decline in social services and increasing poverty. Guyana has a high rate of 
malnutrition. In the month of September, 11 children died at the Public 
Hospital, Georgetown suffering from malnutrition. The budgetary allocation 
for health this year was 4.6% as against 9.19% for the military. In fact, 
from an expenditure of $15 million in 1970 it moved to $116 million in 1982. 
Compared with sister Caribbean countries, Guyana spends $17 per head per 
annum on health, Barbados $70, Jamaica $74, and Trinidad $63. In education, 
Guyana spends $46, Barbados $115, Jamaica $79, Trinidad $140 per head per 


annum. 


The Guyanese leader, in direct rapport with the students enumerated pro- 
posals which were hammered out by the PPP at its 2lst Congress in order to 
deal with the on-going crisis situation both in the short term and long 

term. He said that the PPP was in agreement with a tri-sectoral economy 
with the public sector being dominant; strong political decisions to be 

taken for rescheduling of the foreign debts and compensation payments; reject 
and break ties with the IMF and strengthen trade relations with the socialist 


countries. 


Within this economic setting Dr. Jagan said that the source of the crisis is 
not only the PNC but fundamentally imperialism which would like to have 
Guyana in the orbit of dependent capitalism. Therefore the only option for 
the Guyanese people is to strengthen the anti-imperialist thrust and move the 
country in the direction of revolutionary democracy. He reiterated the call 
for the establishment of a National Patriotic Front Govt. ,--proposed by the 
PPP which will include the workers, the farmers, progressive intellegentsia, 
businessmen and the patriotic bourgeoisie. 


On the question of the prospects for change he said that in the battle of 
ideas imperialism can no longer rely on military means for its counter offen- 
sive, because the world balance of forces has shifted in favour of socialism. 
He said that the Carter administration advocated a policy of ideological 
pluralism but President Reagan finds that policy unacceptable, hence a 
strident anti-communist campaign is mounted. Attempts are presently made 

to isolate socialist and revolutionary democratic states by US imperialism 


which is the main enemy. 


Dealing with the "No-Ideology" thesis Dr. Jagan pointed out that proponents 
of that line always ensure that anti-communism is a part of the curriculum 
at institutions like the Critchlow Labour College. He said that "No- 
Ideology" means the perpetuation of capitalist ideology. Characteristical v, 
Dr. Jagan summed up by giving a total perspective of the revolutions in 
Nicaragua, Grenada and Cuba and also drawing on the experiences of Latin 
American and Caribbean countries to show the practicality of various forms 

of struggles, including the guerilla model. 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


PPP SLAMS 'DISMAL' HUMAN RIGHTS RECORD OF RULING PNC 
Georgetown MIRROR in English 12 Dec 82 p 1 


[Text] Human Rights Day passed on Friday, December 10, with Guyana main- 
taining a woefully dismal and deplorable record of violations in both the 
political and the socio-economic spheres. In the past year the continuing 
assaults on a whole range of rights by the ruling PNC has resulted in an 
acceleration of the brain drain and other serious repercussions, a PPP 
statement says, and continues: 


The PPP notes the caustic comments made earlier this year by United Nations 
Human rights experts about the unsatisfactory presentation by the Guyana 
regime of its track record in this area. In the Caribbean, too, the PNC 
stands fully exposed for its denial of democracy, including denial of free 
and fair elections. 


Unlike Grenada, Nicaragua and Suriname where participatory, revolutionary 
democracy has sprouted at all levels side by side with the promotion of 
social and economic rights in fields such as education, health, housing and 
employment, Guyana has fallen almost flat on its face with a disgraceful 
all-round record. 


This year the two largest unions (GAWU and GMWU) involved in the strategic 
production zones (sugar and bauxite) have been virtually booted off the TUC 


executive by PNC manoeuvres. 


The PPP feels that the hardest body blow in the field of human rights in 
recent time has been the denial of the right to work as well as access to 
food supplies. In 1982 alone the regime sacked about 12,000 workers. Add 
to this some 12,000 estimated school leavers for the year who have few jobs 


to enter into. 


By not bringing in food supplies, and incapable of generating local production 
of foods, the PNC regime threatens the very right to life. Children are 
dying from malnutrition, as recent reports from the hospitals testify. 


Again, the Party draws attention to the refusal of the regime to hold 


inquests into a number of mysterious deaths and killings. Among them are 
those of Minister Teekah in 1979, Walter Rodney in 1980, and the Mental 
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Hospital 15 in 1982. Since 1978 when 919 deaths took place at Jonestown no 
inquiry or inquest has been made either. Dozens of police death~squad and 
army shootings also took place without any inquests. 


The PPP calls on the Guyanese people to resist and struggle by all means to 
realise their basically lost rights. Only hard struggle can restore democ- 
racy and bring betterment to Guyana. 


csO: 3298/301 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


FOREIGN MINISTER HOLDS TALKS WITH INDIAN DELEGATION 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 22 Dec 82 ppl, 4 


[Text] The inclusion of Venezuela's application for full membership in the 
Non-Aligned Movement on the agenda of the movement's upcoming summit was 
among issues discussed when Foreign Affairs Minister Rashleigh Jackson met 
Monday with senior officials of the Indian government. 


The inclusion on the agenda of the Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace, the 
Middle East crisis and the seating of Kampuchea were also discussed. 


The Indian officials--Mr. K. S. Bajpai, Secretary in the Indian Ministry of 
External Affairs, and Mr. T. P. Sreenivasan of India's Permanent Mission to 
New York--arrived in Guyana Sunday for consultations on a draft agenda for 
the seventh Non-Aligned Summit conference to be held in New Delhi, India, in 
March, 1983. - 


Their discussions with Minister Jackson also focused on possible approaches 
to the overall organisation of the summit in the light of the problems to 
be discussed, an official of the Foreign Affairs Ministry said yesterday. 


Guyana's concern about Venezuela's bid to gain full membership in the Non- 
Aligned Movement was outlined by Minister Jackson at a New York meeting of 
Ministers of the movement in October. 


In his address to the meeting, Cde. Jackson raised Guyana's objections to the 
granting of full membership to Venezuela, noting that, among other things, 
Venezuela's opposition to the construction of the Upper Mazaruni Hydro- 
Electric project and its efforts to dissuade the European Economic Com- 
munity from participating in Guyana's development were inconsistent with 

the principles of the Non-Aligned Movement. 


Guyana, Cde. Jackson told the meeting, attaches much importance to the funda- 
mental principles of the movement. These include the noninterference in the 
internal affairs of states, the sanctity of treaties, territorial integrity, 
the inviolability of legally established frontiers, and the right of all 
states, especially developing ones, to secure their economic and social 


development. 
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No decision was taken on the Venezuelan application at the October, and 
the matter was deferred to the New Delhi summit. 


Meanwhile, Mr. Bajpai and Mr. Sreenivasan, also met with the nine-member 
Guyana Non-Aligned Summit Preparatory Committee at the Office of the Presi- 
dent for related discussions. 


The two Indian officials left Guyana yesterday morning for Peru, after which 
they are scheduled to visit Cuba and Nigeria. 


Guyana which plays an active role in the Non-Aligned Movement is a member of 
the movement's Coordinating Bureau.-- (GNA) 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


RICE CROP OF 4,000 BAGS FROM VENTURE WITH LIBYA REAPED 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 21 Dec 82 p l 


[Text] The Guyana-Libya Arab Agricultural Development Company has so far 
reaped 4 000 bags of paddy from its initial rice cultivation venture in the 


Mahaica-Mahaicony-Abary area. 


The joint agricultural development company, which was leased an area of land 
in the MMA area this year, planted 550 acres of the rustic hybrid varieties 
of rice at the end of July. 


So far, 410 acres have been harvested, with the remainder of the reaping 
expected to be completed shortly, the company's Managing Director Mr. A. Al 
Asheg said yesterday. 


According to Mr. Al Asheg, insufficient time for land preparation was the 
main contributing factor for the comparatively poor yield obtained from the 
first crop. 


Better yields, he said, were expected from the second crop when only the 
rustic variety would be sown. Over 1 200 acres have already been ploughed 
in preparation for the second rice crop, Mr. Al Asheg said. 


The joint agricultural development company, which recently acquired two com- 
bine harvesters from Brazil, expects to sell its rice to Libya, the Managing 


Director explained. 


Meanwhile, the company in which Guyana has a 51 per cent shareholding, has 
also approached the Ministry of Agriculture for assistance in conducting 
feasibility studies on the establishment of a cattle project in the MMA 
area, and a pepper and pineapple farm. 


In addition, the company plans to begin a phased land development programme 
next year to provide infrastructural works necessary for the cultivation of 
the remainder of the land leased in the MMA area.--(GNA) 


CSO: 3298/3011 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


PPP FOCUSES ON WORKERS' STRUGGLE, SEES TUC-PNC RIFT 


Fraise for TUC 


Georgetown MIRROR in English 19 Dec 82 p 1 
[Text] The following is a PPP press statement:-- 


The People's Progressive Party commends the Guyana Trades Union Congress for 
carrying out its decision to march on Wednesday, December 15, 1982. Although 
it was on the premise of the "13% electricity hike" and quite modest in 
comparison to what the TUC has the potential to accomplish, it has demon- 
strated that the TUC can still fight if it wants to, for the rights of the 


workers it represents. 


The PPP is convinced that the TUC could have done much more, and would have 

to do much more. Now is the time for the TUC leaders to cast off the paralys- 
ing yoke of PNC domination in the form of "affiliation" and thus free the 
Labour Movement to struggle for democracy, food and jobs. The TUC should 
fight the workers’ battles cudgel in hand. 


The fact that the march came off (despite efforts to torpedo it) indicates 

a widening crack in the once monolithic PNC wall, and that a "parting of the 
ways" is not to be ruled out, so long as the economic situation continues 

to worsen with the workers suffering increasing hardships, including large 
scale lay-offs. No doubt, the rough treatment which some TUC leaders got 
from the assembled crowd at Independence Park would serve to inform those 
leaders of their failures and shortcomings. 


The suffering workers want less talk and more action. They also want an end 
to sell-out deals with the PNC regime, and a return to hard across-the-table 
bargaining and powerful strikes to generate respect from an insensitive and 
recalcitrant regime. That the TUC has thus come out of its slumber of 18 
years' duration is welcome; that organisation must now address itself albeit 
belatedly, to the plethora of resolutions upon which it has been sitting for 
years...doing nothing to enforce them. 


There are resolutions on food shortages, retrenchment, human rights, social 
services, decent wages, against the World Bank and IMF prescriptions, for 
the restoration of collective bargaining, for recognition of unions, for a 
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political solution, etc. There was also a decision by the TUC Executive for 
a general strike against the PNC regime. This important strike decision 
(popularly supported by unions and workers and the masses alike) was allowed 
to be subverted and sabotated by the PNC, scared of a massive shutdown and 


its consequences. 


The PPP is aware that TUC General Secretary Joseph Pollydore has been calling 
for unity, but unity comes from struggle. It is only by determined struggle 
for the workers' rights that broad-based unity can be developed. If the 

TUC, shaken on one hand and buoyed on the other by its experience on the 
march and at the stormy meeting at Independence Park, now determines to 
struggle, accordingly, then the unity being sought by Mr. Pollydore will 


materialise. 


The Party roundly castigates the regime for persisting in its efforts to 
suppress the working class, and divert the class struggle to dead-end 
directions and scape-goats. True, the IMF and World Bank are to blame for 
some of Guyana's problems, but the PNC deserves most of the blame, for its 
wrong policies and its refusal to heed advice. Even good advice from the 
TUC has been categorically rejected by the PNC regime. 


As far as the actual issue of the "13% hike" is concerned, the PPP declares 
that the electricity consumers of all categories are being made to subsidise 
institutionalised inefficiency at the GEC, brought about by 18 years of PNC 
inept management and neglect. Under the PPP government the same GEC made 
money, paid its debts, and virtually eliminated blackouts while pushing ahead 
with rural electrification. Today it is the exact opposite under PNC con- 


trol. 


The TUC should address itself to the shameful fact that two of the most 
important unions in the industrial sector have been engineered off the TUC 
Executive by PNC manoeuvres. A radical change to the constitution would seem 
to be indicated here as urgently needed. 


The Party also feels that the TUC leadership is aware of their jaded image 

in the eyes of the masses. The token march must not become a mere tactic to 
refurbish that image and restore some semblance of credibility. It will take 
more than a token march to clean the augean stables of 18 years of TUC-PNC 
collaboration. The TUC must stand up boldly and fight the workers' battles. 


Report on TUC March 


Georgetown MIRROR in English 19 Dec 82 p 4 


[Text] The demonstration by the TUC came off as planned despite attempts by 
the PNC to sabotage it from within the TUC. The PNC also sent hooligans to 
Independence Park (opposite Promenade Gardens) to disrupt the rally which 
later followed, but they failed. Events transpiring on the march through the 
streets of Georgetown and at the venue of the rally clearly indicate that 

a rift is developing between the TUC and the PNC regime. The marchers 
shouted slogans against the PNC and President Burnham, and condemned PNC 
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policies. They called for the resignation of the government, and denounced 
the flour shortage. 


Participating in the march (the first by the TUC since the PNC came to power 
in 1964) were the Public Service Union (PSU); Clerical and Commercial Workers' 
Union (CCWU); Guyana Agricultural and General Workers' Union (GAWU); National 
Association of Agricultural, Clerical and Industrial Employees (NAACIE); 
Amalgamated Transport and General Workers' Union (ATGWU); General Workers' 
Union (GWU); National Union of Public Service Employees (NUPSE); Guyana 

Mine Workers' Union (GMWU); Printing Industry and Aliied Workers’ Union 
(PIAWU); University of Guyana Staff Association. 


The procession moved off from Bourda Mall at 4.30 p.m. with TUC President 
Samuel Walker leading it, along with General Secretary Joseph Pollydore, 

both of whom got a rough time at the rally. Other TUC leaders either par- 
ticipated in the march or mingled with the crowd at the rally. Those allowed 
to address the restive noisy audience were Vice-President Leslie Melville, 
CGMWU President Lincoln Lewis, GWU General Secretary Alwyn Sinclair, PSU 
President George Daniels, and TUC G. S. Pollydore. President Walker chaired 
the meeting, but was booed down each time he went to the rostrum to introduce 


a speaker. 


Some of the more important slogans on the placards were: Jack go back; 
Increased cost of living breaking workers’ backs; 13 per cent for blackout; 
From bottle lamp to electricity to bottle lamp; Ease the burden from our 
backs; $6 to cut light, $50 to put back light; Only some feeling price pains; 
House with 1 fridge paying $150 per month; Axe the Tax; Higher light bills 
more blackouts; Let the employers pay the tax; Stop death from malnutrition; 
Electricity yes: What about flour, milk, meat, 0il?; Electricity hike no 
wage hike yes; 13 per cent burdent is management fault, down with IMF; 

No wheat flour no rice; No wheat flour no sugar; Retrench the Vice Presidents; 
Where is the money?; Respect the TUC: Help the unemployed; Lift the import 
bans; Save the bauxite industry now; Less guns more food; Our children want 


to be educated. [as published] 


On the march slogans resounded including "down with Burnham" "Burnham must 

go" "We want flour: we want food". Altogether there were some 100 policemen 
in uniform excluding plainclothesmen deployed throughout the operation, 
equipped with walkie-talkie sets and stand-by vehicles. There were no violent 
incidents however except those which PNC hooligans tried to create at the 
rally. About 14 noisy persons (men and women) armed with placards blaming the 
IMF and World Bank for the crisis, tried to violently disrupt the meeting. 
Police formed a human cordon around the rostrum and pushed them back so that 
the speakers could be heard. It was patently clear however that the police 
were afraid to use force on the PNC thugs. 


In the speeches Mr. Melville gave statistics to prove the high cost of living 
and pointed out that whereas in 1980 the average family needed $684 per month 
to live above the poverty line, in 1982 that family needs $770 per month. 

He called for substantial wage increases. 
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GMWU's Lewis said that the regime did not involve the TUC when it was going 
to the IMF and World Bank. He urged the TUC to advise the regime to 
"Re-direct its economic policies". GWU's Sinclair remarked with chagrin: 
"Based on the support the TUC has been giving the PNC and government since 
1964, this treatment today is a shock, a shame...a callous attitude.” 


He went on "we can no longer let it appear to our constituents that we are 
sitting idly by". "This type of behaviour will do the relationship between 
the PNC and the ruling party no good. The trade union movement is closer to 


the people." 


Pollydore's speech was cut short by a sudden blackout and punctuated by 

shouts of "resign; resign" "sell-out". Walker however got the worst reception 
and was visibly angry. Some of the slogans shouted at Pollydore and Walker 
included: Too much talk, call strike; You talking for 18 years; General 
strike now Pollydore; A revolution can do the work; We dying from hunger; 

Free and fair elections; Walker must go. 


As he summed up Pollydore said: "If you chase a frightened cat and that cat 
has no means of escape, it will turn and face you...we have our backs to the 


wall.” 


PSU's Daniels spoke in the same vein and denounced the handful of PNC 
hecklers. 


CSO: 3298/300 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


GUYMINE FUTURE PLANS DISCUSSED AT PNC MEETING 
Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 12 Dec 82 p 1 


[Text] A high-powered committee is currently considering proposals which, 
if implemented, would result in the Guyana Mining Enterprise Limited 
(GUYMINE) playing less of a paternalistic role in the country's bauxite 


communities. 


Proposals under consideration include the transferring of responsibility for 
the provision of a number of social services from Guymine to the central 
authorities. These services include health delivery, the supplying of potable 
water and electricity and the rehabilitating of roads. 


Energy and Mines Minister Hubert Jack made these disclosures when he addressed 
the Second Session of the Annual Delegates' Conference of the Upper 
Demerara District of the People's National Congress. 


Cde. Jack also explained that investigations were underway for the Linden 
hospital complex to be linked to the central medical authority, for the Linden 
pure water supply system to be linked to GUYWA and for the Watooka Day 

School to be linked to the Education Ministry. 


He said efforts were also being made to solve the transportation problem 
within the Linden community and to rationalise the electricity rates on the 


two banks of the river. 


He pointed out that if the proposals were accepted and implemented, Guymine 
would still be expected to make a contribution. 


The minister who is responsible for the bauxite industry as well as the 
region, said that the committee which is implementing the plans is headed by 
Prime Minister Ptolemy Reid and includes Vice-Presidents Desmond Hoyte 

and Steve Naraine, Ministers Hubert Jack and Ranji Chandisingh and the head 
of BIDCO and the State Planning Secretariat. 


This committee, he added, had been meeting for some months now and is expected 
to meet shortly to make decisions that would have to be implemented almost 
immediately in order "to ease Guymine's shoulders of its current social 


burdens." (GNA) 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


JAGAN ADDRESSES PPP PUBLIC RALLIES IN BAUXITE TOWN LINDEN 


Goergetown MIRROR in English 19 Dec 82 p 4 


[Text] Leader of the People's Progressive Party, Dr. Cheddi Jagan, told 
Lindeners that his party will never shirk its responsibilities but will con- 
tinue to struggle for a new deal for the Guyanese people. 


"All around there is social decay. We have a responsibility not only to 
ourselves but to our children. Let us join hands and march together in 
unity," he told the large crowd gathered at the Wismar Market square on 


Monday evening last. 


"After 18 years of bloodsucking", said Dr. Jagan, "it is time to get the PNC 
out. More and more this country's independence is being bartered away. We 


have to stop it now.” 


The PPP leader, before and after the two PPP public meetings, spoke face-to- 
face with bauxite workers. Commenting on his talk with the people he said: 
"Everybody I spoke to said they wanted change and that we have got to do 


something". 


Dr. Jagan outlined the reasons for the bankrupt situation of the country 
which today is affecting all workers including those at the bauxite complex. 
He went back to the wrong policies of the PNC regime and its pro-imperialist 


stance. 


At the moment the Linden bauxite complex is limping along. Hardly any work 
is being done and more workers are being retrenched. The alumina plant which 
was closed for an initial 3 months would not go back into operation at least 


for the next five months. 


The PPP General Secretary referred to the changed situation in the country 
where the people are uniting for change. He called upon the people of 
Linden to identify the enemy of the Guyanese people not only as the PNC, but 
imperialism. In this light he urged Lindeners to support the Party's policy 
to fight not only for democracy but for an anti-imperialist, socialist 
oriented course. "A National Patriotic Front Government will not only 
inspire the people but will get the country moving once again." 
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Dr. Jagan showed the examples of Cuba, Nicaragua, Grenada and Suriname. He 
pointed out that in each instance the people adopted various measures to 
end oppression. He said the lessons of these revolutions are very instruc- 
tive and tle Guyanese people must learn from them. 


The two meetings at the bauxite town were also addressed by A. Aesop, G. 
Woolford and G. Beaten. The latter spoke on behalf of sugar workers and 
called for continued solidarity between the sugar and bauxite workers in the 
struggles ahead. 


C 3298/300 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


RESEARCH AGENCY ESTABLISHED TO ACCELERATE DEVELOPMENT 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 11 Dec 82 p 5 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


3298/300 


A RESEARCH and 
consultancy agefcy has 
been launch here to 
help accelerate the 
development process in 
the region. 

Called the Research and 
Management Associates 
and situated at Robb and 


Alexander streets. 
Georgetown, it intends to 
complement external 


research and, wherever 
possible, to rely entirely 
on its own resources to 
undertake consultancy in 
industry, agriculture 
physical an regidnal 
planning,’ management 
services and education. 
Disclosing ‘ this 
egg f Chairman of 
the agenc 
Directors. Dr. Fred Suk- 
deo, said the agehcy’s 


principal objective is to 
‘provide research con- 


sultancy services to 
governments, state en- 


_terprises, the private 


sector, and institutions 
such as Caricom, 
Caribbean Development 
Ban. (CDB) and Central 
Planning Commissions. — 


’s Board of 
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‘work will 
‘production constraints 


The Board of Directors 
includes lecturers from 
the University of Guyana 


and the Universities of 
the West Indies and 
Suriname. ) 

The agency will be 
engaged in tend 
re-feasibility, . 
easibility, audit, plan- 
ning, implementation 
system, and evaluation 
studies. 

Initially, consultancy 
focus on 


and marketing. | 

‘“‘Presently’’, Dr. Sukdeo 
noted, ‘‘in the develop- 
ment of the Caribbean, 
there is need to mobilise 
and fully-utilise — 
human, financia 
productive and natural 
resources of the region to 
satisfy the _ internal 
demands and to ac- 
celerate exports to earn 
hard currency.” 

Dr. Sukdeo said every 
enterprise has the 
capacity to improve on 
production, productivity 
and financial  per- 
formance. 








COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


1982 BAUXITE EXPORT FIGURES SHOW SHARP DECLINE 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 30 Dec 82 p 5 


Text 
[Text ] GEORGETOWN Wed., (Cana) 
THE GUYANA Government has released 1982 bauxite export fi that 
showed a sharp drop in sales, in the face of lower world demand for the ore. At 
the same time, the State—run Guyana Mining ~~ (Guymine) said it 
might not be able to hy er an alumina plant in the bauxite town of Linden, 
because of a shortage of foreign exchange. 

According to the official Dunstan Barrow, said the 
statistics, up to mid— State—owned bauxite in- 
December, only 65,000 tons dustry would enter 1983 in a 
of alumina had been precarious position. 
~~. Since the company could 

was way below the not sell much of the bauxite 
1981 production of 165,000 it produced, it did not have 
tons. pm = a 361,000 the foreign exchange to 
tons of calcined bauxite keep it functioning at r 
were shi in comparison A . r 
with 513,000 tons last year. = re ~! soemorned. 

Metal grade production, on tk cae - 
> mid—December, was Zeon tie. Caicats ealk > 

734" tone, and. chemical Ay oS 
grade roduction 318,831 mina 7 me 
tons, alee down on last alu plant in Linden, be- 
year’s output. ' e earlier this year, had not 

Industry sources said n completed, due to lack 
that because of falling of foreign exchange. 
production, the industry Projections were not 
was likely to lose more that lant would not 
money in 1982 than the $96 reopen in 1983, he added. 
million loss sustained tast In addition, demand for 
year. alumina was only a fraction 

Guymine’s chairman and of what it was a few years 
chief executive officer, ago, he reported. 

CSO: 3298/300 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


BURNHAM HITS ALCAN, SAYS 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


“GEORGETOWN; 
(CANA) 


Abe. ®.. 
here ° President 


Dee. «26 
oe 
The Guyana Govern: ° 

ment has- no tnterttion 

of allowing the Alumi- 
num Company of Cana- 

‘da (ALCAN) to control 

_dbauxite’ | industry 

Forbes 


Burnham has said. 
Mr. Burnham made the | 


Guyana, ; 


comment at the official 


opening of another head- 

quarters for his peoples 

— Congress (PNC}: © 
followed negotia- - 


pale berween the Govern- | 


ment and ~ foreign: 
companies, including AL- 


CAN; with a view to’ for-. 


ern’ share-holding in the 
vital state-controlled in- 
dustry, that has been hit by 
competition and a reduc- 
rom im demand or the 
world market. 

The bauxite ‘industry, 


nationalised in the late — 


‘1970s, is now run by the 
Guyana Mining Enterpnse 
(GUYMINE). 

Mr. Burnham said thar 
ALCAN had just closed 
down a smelrer in Briain 


t ~— 


3298/300 


.. control of the local baux- 


"LAWLESS' GET IMF LOANS 


English 3 Jan 83 p 


_ and.reduced its operations 


in Australia. Thar it took 


ite: industry. it would close 


_it down, So as not to have 


it compete with other op- 
_ erations, be said. 

“We will make Guyana 
on our own,” Mn Burham 
said. “We will accept whas- 


assistance js given, but we 


will not go cap in hand. 
We are not the beggars of 
the last quarter of the 20th 
+ Century.” 

‘President Burnham was 
also crinéal’of the Inrerna- 
tional 
(IMF) for its (US)$1-billiog 
loan to* racially-divided 
South Africa, saying that 
while the IMF helped big 
countries to obtam assis- 
tance smaller countries - 
have “to pawn ourselves, 
our souls.” 

“South Africa invades 
Angola, nothing happens. 


~ South Afncan invades Mo- ° 


zambique, nothing hap- 


pens: There is the law tor: 
some and lawlessrtess for 
others” Mr. Burnham said. 
The lawless ones are 
the ones who get the mon- 
ey from the IMF.” 


- - - 


Monetary Fund 


11 


“He added thar if Guva- 
na did not get the IMF 


-. help to improve the econ- 


omy it still.had rice, cassa- 
va, and will soon*be selt- 
sufficient in edible oil 
when ice bran is, proc- 
essed in oil from February 
mext year. 

The fund suspended a 
loan draw down to Guya- 
na last year after the coun- 
try failed to meet IMF 
targets. 

Referring the recent 
suspension of oil explora- 
tion work in Guyana’s Ru- 
pununi Region, President 
Burnham said that those 
who were looking at the 
oil, suddenly decided thar 
they were too poor. - 

But. he added that 
when their. licence expires 
Guyana: has another ofter 
to ,exploit the oi! in its 
Takatu Basin. 

“Guyana has got to 
make it the hard way,” he 
said. “If .assistance 1s ot- 
tered, we say thank vou 
very much. Bur we are not 
the lineal descendants of 
Esau and we shall not 
pawn out birthnght tor 4 
mess of filthy portage. - 





COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


FURTHER REPORTAGE ON SUPREME CONGRESS OF PEOPLE 


Burnham Opening Address 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 11 Dec 82 pp 1, 4-5 


[Text] President Forbes Burnham yesterday told the members of the Supreme 
Congress of the People that survival this year has been ‘a near miracle’ 
and warned that 1983 could be even more difficult--unless the people are 
determined to use their initiative and resources to find solutions to the 
problems confronting the country. 


Addressing the first sitting of the first session of the Supreme Congress of 
the People at the National Cultural Centre, the President said the onus was 
on the Supreme Congress to make democracy work at all levels and to ensure 
that the economy of the country, with the help of the people, recover from 
the current crisis. [as published] 


The first session lasted approximately one hour, the PPP minority party 
boycotted the session, but the other minority party in the National 


Assembly (the United Force) was represented. 


The next session of the Supreme Congress is scheduled for Monday December 13 
at Parliament Building, at 14:00 hours, when members will discuss the 


President's inaugural address. 


In his opening address, Cde. Burnham observed that the Supreme Congress of 
the People was an expression of democracy which went far beyond what was 
passed for democracy in some countries. 


He urged the Congress to engage in full and frank deliberations so that it 
“— contribute to a speedy solution of the country's problems. 


He reminded members that Guyana was not alone among developed and developing 
countries in the problems it faced. 


Cde. Burnham referred to examples of failure in the agricultural sector and 
efforts to improve this performance. He also spoke of wastage and neglect 
in several areas, factors which were contributing to the crisis. 
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He expressed concern over the presence of a parallel or third economy where 
illicit trading, smuggling and contrabanding, were creating havoc with the 


economy. 


He said these activities were serving only to gratify the selfishness and 
greed of a few antinational elements and the government intended to deal 
harshly with the perpetrators and those who were assisting them "no matter 


who they are.' 


Admitting that the country was going through a great period of trials and 
strain, he said there were many ‘advisers’ who would have the country give 
up its hard-won freedom, but in the final analysis, countries like Guyana 
had to depend on their own efforts and their own resources to get out of the 


crisis. 


Despite the predictions that the country would collapse, Guyana was not 
starving, nor was it facing famine, he said. 


He emphasised that the duty of the government was to guarantee the people 
the basic necessities like food, housing, clothes and pure water and it was 
the agricultural section which had to contribute to the country's recovery 
now and in the future. 


He said that draft legislation is now being prepared to give teeth to the 
accountability committee which has been appointed to ferret out all cases of 
corruption whether they are in breach of the present law or not. 


He said the draft legislation would be submitted for the Congress' conside:ra- 
tion and recommendations before being placed before the National Assembly. 


The President also spoke of Venezuela's refusal to agree to take the terri- 
torial issue to the International Court of Justice, and its continuing 
efforts to frustrate and undermine Guyana's development. 


He observed that at the recent summit in Jamaica, Caricom members had sup- 
ported Guyana on the issue and warned Venezuela to desist from its activi- 
ties, lest it affects the relations it was trying to build with Caricom 


countries. 


vercome but at a great sacrifice...but what is 
bo.' 











He declared: 'We shall 
Guyana without the Esse 


Congress to look for ways and means to get the 


He azain urged the Supre 
local consumption and for export with the help 


regions to produce more f 
of the people and conclud 


ocracy work...to ensure that our economy 


"Yours is a duty to make d 
of the people march forward to the goals of 


recovers...and with the hel 
socialism.’ 
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Discussion on Agriculture 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 14 Dec 82 pp 1, 4 


[Text] Some new and revolutionary ideas in which the Ten Regions can con- 
tribute to national economic recovery through agriculture, were thrown up 
yesterday when the Supreme Congress of the People opened debate on the 
President's address at the inaugural sessions. 


Immediately after the Chairman of the National Congress of Local Democratic 
Organs Hulbert McGowan issued a call to make people's power a reality, an 
MP from the Zast Berbice Region suggested the setting-up of a compulsory 
national agriculture service. 


Cde Harold Singh said such a service would get unemployed persons involved 
in the agricultural drive and earn them a decent living. Cde Singh also 
called for the vigorous implementation of the Kennard Report (on land to the 
tiller) and intensification of food crop production in the regions. 


Vice-Chairman of the NCLDO Cde A. Satar, called for the implementation of a 
communal system for the use of tractors and other equipment. 


He also advocated that all lands not being utilised by the sugar industry 
should be turned over for food production and that each region undertake 
compulsorily the cultivation of 1500 acres of cassava. 


Cde K. Jones from Barima Waini called for the strengthening of the Guyana 
Defence Force, Guyana National Service and Guyana People's Militia which, he 
said, would make a significant contribution to the safeguarding of our 


territorial integrity. 


These suggestions were included when members of the Supreme Congress of the 
People debated a motion by Cde McGowan to approve the policy adumbrated by 
President Burnham at the inaugural sitting of the First Session of the 


Congress at Parliament Chambers. 


The Congress Members overspilled into the public gallery and special invit- 
ees' area of the now undersized Parliament Chamber. 


During the debate which continued last evening, the Chairman indicated that 
he would not grant extension of time to Ministers and Vice-Presidents who 


must stick to the speaking time agreed upon. 


He gave the hint when Finance Minister Sallahuddin was forced to wind up his 
lengthy explanation of how Government plans to achieve a national economic 


plauning mechanism. 


By Press time about 10 speakers had made their contributions to the debate. 
Among them were former Minister Joshua Chowritmootoo, and Young Socialist 


Movement Chairman Eugene Gilbert. 


The debate continues tomorrow. 
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Fishing, Farming Plans 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 14 Dec 82 pp l, 4 


[Text] Executive Chairman of Guyana Fisheries Limited, Robert Williams, 
warned yesterday that Government would be forced to take action against 
trawler owners who fail to deliver fish to the Corporation as required in a 
stipulation handed down some years now. 


He told the Supreme Congress of the People that the non-delivery of the fish 
by the trawler owners had caused the CFL not to realise its objective of 
supplying 450 000 tons of cheap fish to consumers every month. 


However, Cde Williams said, Vice-President Hamilton Green plans to meet the 
trawler owners this week to discuss the matter. Cde Williams disclosed that 
since the cheap fish programme started in November, GFL has sold 232 000 
pounds at $1 per pound and that the programme will continue. 


He noted that the price of chicken and beef has been going down since the 
cheap fish exercise started and added that the price would continue to go 


down once GFL continued to supply cheap fish. 


Cde Williams called on Members of the Supreme Congress to help monitor the 
activities of trawlers in Guyana's exclusive economic zone. 


The chairman said some trawlers were not only selling out the catch but were 
also involved in the parallel economy. 


He spoke too of Government's deliberate policy of not selling large quanti- 
ties of prawns on the local market because of the foreign exchange value of 


this seafood. 


Because of these illicit activities, Guyana had been unable to fulfil an 
order for 80 000 pounds of salted fish from a Caricom country. 


Urging the regional leaders to support projects for inland and marine fishing 
which he identified for each region, he confirmed that every effort was being 
made to extend and make other services available in the regions. 


...Earlier during the debate on President Forbes Burnham's address to the 
first sitting of the first session of the Congress, Vice-President Green 
called on the regions to produce what they needed and avoid unnecessary 
expenditure that might involve foreign exchange. 


Cde Green said the members of the Congress should encourage every member of 
their communities to plant every square inch of available land in the drive 
for food self-sufficiency, thus leaving the production for export to the 
professional farmers. 


The Vice-President also dealt with the tremendous potential for cassava 
cultivation and said people should be persuaded to get into this area. 
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Cde Green said that because sugar will be beset by problems for a long time 
to come, he would be discussing with peasant cane farmers, now operating at 


a loss, prospects of their future. 


...It is planned to get the farmers to turn to crops that could be processed 
right in this country. "We need to face the fact that we will have to 
change our pattern and not rely on external sources," the Vice-President 


said. 


Plans for fully exploiting forestry and other resources were also mentioned 
by the Vice-President who said Guyanese could either give up in this crisis 
or face the challenge of food and agriculture, and succeed. 


Burnham on Corruption 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 15 Dec 82 p 1 


[Text] President Forbes Burnham yesterday sent to the Supreme Congress of 
the People for comments and recommendations concerning a draft of the 
Accountability Committee Bill 1982. 


It was presented by Prime Minister Ptolemy Reid who delivered a brief mes- 
sage from the President just before the Congress resumed debate on the 
President's address to the inaugural sitting of the First Session held last 


Friday. 


The Bill seeks to establish an Accountability Committee to inquire into any 
matter relating to corruption and irregular practices in the society referred 


to it by the President. 


The 12-clause legislation sets out provisions for the committee's establish- 
ment, duties and other matters connected with the proposed new body. 


The Congress is expected to discuss the draft at a later stage. 


In the meantime however a Member of the Congress, Cde Howard London, has 
tabled a motion urging that the Congress recommend to the National Assembly 


the early enactment of the legislation. 


_..The motion also seeks to advise the President to take all other appro- 
priate action to stamp out corruption in Guyana. 


_..Five other motions dealing with specific aspects of the President's 
address were also circulated to the Supreme Congress yesterday. 


One by Cde C. Francis, from Potaro-Siparuni, deals with the Venezuelan claim 
and territorial integrity. 


Another by Cde Denzil Hinds of Upper Demerara-Berbice deals with illicit 
trading and yet another by Cde Isaac Chowritmootoo of East Berbice-Corentyne, 
calls for proposals on identification and exploitation of natural resources 


for domestic and export purposes. 
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Cde. A. Satar, Vice-Chairman of the National Congress of Local Democratic 
Organs has tabled a motion which refers to measures to increase food produc- 
tion and Cde R. Sandy of Upper Demerara-Berbice, is to move a motion thanking 
the President and expressing appreciation for his address. 


Attack on Parallel Economy 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 15 Dec 82 pp 1, 4 


[Text] Two Ministers of the Government yesterday challenged the Supreme 
Congress of the People to help Government remove the parallel economy. 


Minister of National and Regional Development Robert Corbin declared that 
there was no better agency to support moves by the Government to remove the 
parallel economy, than representatives in regions contiguous to Guyana's 


borders. 


Minister of State for Internal Trade and Consumer Protection Malcolm Corrica 
said that Members of the Supreme Congress were in the ideal position to help 
stamp out illicit trading and the parallel economy. 


While he knew that the Ministry of Finance and Ministry of Home Affairs had 
the mechanism to deal with the criminals, he hoped the Supreme Congress would 
take up the challenge to help curb such crimes. 


Cde Corrica who had a humorous dialogue with Chairman Sase Narain as he 
spoke of maipractices in the distribution system, told the Congress that the 
traders who were "small men accommodated to swin in shark-infested waters" 
have broken every rule and law and were causing unnecessary hardship to the 


working people. 


He said these traders displace consumers in queues, purchase large quanti- 
ties of scarce items, hoard them and then sell them later at exorbitant 


prices. 


He said his Ministry has already had discussions with Regional Chairmen and 
other representatives from regions who are in the best position to advise 
the Ministry how the distribution system could work and who should do the 


distribution. 


During yesterday's debate, five other speakers from the regions made sug- 
gestions as to how the regions can contribute to national economic recovery 
by identifying their resources and exploiting them. 


One of the speakers, Cde W. Bipat of Demerara/Mahaica, called for the setting 
up of a People's Court, for increased penalties for white-collar crimes, for 
arson committed on public property to be punishable by public flogging and 
death, and for damage to crops to be also punishable by public flogging. 


Another, Cde Isaac Chowritmootoo of East Berbice/Corentyne, announced the 
formation of two cattle associations to reduce the conflict between crop and 








cattle farmers. He named them as the Upper Corentyne and the East Bank 
Berbice Cattle Associations and said the cattle pasture for the latter would 
be declared open by Vice-President Ramsaroop on Saturday. 


Cde Chowritmootoo also disclosed that a 1 000-acre plot at Rotterdam, East 
Bank, Berbice was now being developed into an agricultural complex with fish 
culture, cassava and poultry among the production. 


Cde Wisland Parks from Essequibo Islands/West Demerara, outlined infra- 
structure works being carried out in the region but was advised by Chairman 
Sase Narain that the projects he identified would have to be funded by the 
Region through economic activity. 


Mr. A. Abraham of the United Force, called for the importation of wheat flour 
after painting a gloomy picture of malnutrition and low production targets 
that he linked to nonavailability to wheat flour and baby foods. 


Cde S. Wade, of Mahaica/Berbice advocated good management which he said would 
be an asset to the regional system. 


Several more speakers are to participate on the debate which is due to end 
tonight. 


Call for Socialist Society 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 17 Dec 82 p 1 


[Text] The policy outlined in President Burnham's address which was made to 
the Supreme Congress of the People last Friday, was approved by Congress on 
Wednesday night following a three-day debate which Prime Minister Ptolemy 


Reid brought to a close. 


...Prime Minister Reid exhorted members to use the power they have under the 
Supreme Congress of the People to construct a Socialist society. 


.."Ours is a duty to make democracy work" he explained. 


_.Cde Reid reminded members that they were servants of the people and advised 
them against the belief that they were elected because they were of a better 


breed. 


-He declared that in the Supreme Congress of the People, there must be a 
search for a better quality of life. 


_..The Prime Minister stressed the importance of knowledge to make the 
people's power meaningful under the Supreme Congress. 


He told members that they must be able to take that knowledge to the communi- 
ties and to persuade by demonstration. 
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According to him, in that way, "in time we will discard the blindfolds and 
the blinkers," which in many cases caused people to make the wrong decision. 


There were persons, he said, who because of their inability to see things in 
the true perspective, were waging a psychological warfare in order to destroy 


"our will and our minds." 


...The Prime Minister made reference to a call by a U.F. Member of Congress 
for wheat flour to be made available to the people and declared that many 
persons seem not to realise that Guyana had several types of flour that could 
be used for making the same things that were made with the imported wheat 


flour. 


Cde Reid said that he would wish to call on the U.F. Member and those like 
him to show their love for people by joining not only in food production but 


also food preparation. 


The house was adjourned following an exchange of Christmas greetings between 
Chairman Sase Narain and Prime Minister Reid. 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


BRIEFS 


MILITIA RECRUITING CAMPAIGN--The Guyana People's Militia (GPM) in conjunction 
with the country's 10 Regional Democratic Councils (RDC), will launch a 
nation-wide recruitment drive in 1983 in an attempt to upgrade the organisa- 
tion's defence capabilities, as a reserve force to the Guyana Defence Force 
(GDF). Officers of the Training Division and the Recruitment Department are 
at the moment working out final details of the plan, which will be put into 
action early next year. Commandant, Col. B. L. Morgan explained to the 
CHRONICLE yesterday that the GPM had to improve the skills of reservists, 

who are important to the country's overall defence forces. Regarding the 
sixth anniversary of the Militia, he said that historic moments were recorded. 
These included the presentation of military efficiency medals to four offi- 
cers and 10 non-commissioned officers; a certificate of appreciation awarded 
to Guymine's Chief Executive Officer, Dunstan Barrow, for his support to the 
GPM in Linden, and the two recent major field exercises. [Text] [Georgetown 


GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 9 Dec 82 p 3] 


ARMING OF VIGILANTES--At a meeting of Regional Council No. 5 (Mahaica- 
Berbice) PPP Councillors raised the question of arms for the Vigilante Groups 
in the area. They would thus be able to better assist the regular police in 
fighting crime, particularly where they have to encounter armed gangsters. 
The Council was asked to look into the possibility for the heads of Vigilante 
Groups to be issued with firearms by the State. Other matters dealt with 
include house-lots; water for the Cotton Tree Government School; and unsatis- 
factory progress on the road programme. Councillor Dookhie raised the ques- 
tion of the poor state of the sea dam at D'Edwards WCB, and pointed out that 
it is breaking up in various points posing a danger to the citizens. It 

was decided that the sea defence officer will inspect it. Councillors also 
urged that the bridge at Bath WCB en route to the seaside should be replaced 
by a better one. This was agreed to. Councillor Ganpat urged that more 
interest should be shown in the plight of small farmers. He called for spray 
pumps, fertilisers and insecticides to be made available at convenient points, 
so that farmers can get to buy them «:asily. At present these items are not 
only in short supply, but are very costly. [Text] [Georgetown MIRROR in 
English 12 Dec 82 p 3] 


CEORGETOWN CITY BUDGET--The Georgetown City Council plans to spend G$28,5 
million on the maintenance and improvement of its major services to citizens 
in 1983, Treasurer Cyril Ramahlo said yesterday. Some $19 million of the 


85 








total will come from general rates and $9,5 million from water rates. The 
Council's 1983 estimates provide for improvement of the city's roads, 
drainage, street lights and cleansing operations and for the maintenance of 
its five municipal markets, the cemetery and child welfare clinics. Also 

on the 1983 maintenance list are the city's sewerage and water supply systems 
at the Shelter Belt. The Council has ear-marked $2,7 million for the rehabil- 
itation of the sewerage system, which is also being financially supported by 
the European Economic Community (EEC), and by the Central Government. Cde 
Ramahlo said rehabilitation of Georgetown's water supply system will continue 
next year to ensure adequate supplies of potable water in view of the new 
housing schemes and business premises planned for the new year. The Ministry 
of Water Supply and Environment is spearheading the water improvement project. 
[Text] [Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 16 Dec 82 p 1] 


MILK PROGRAM--Region six (East Berbice-Corentyne) will launch its regional 
Milk organisation programme at Perservance, East Bank Berbice today when 

over 60000 acres of land will be declared a cattle area. The area which will 
be opened for cattle owners--both private and cooperative groups--will 
involve lands between Perseverance and the Poto Creek including Calabash 
Creek. The programme is intended to help meet the demand within the region 
for fresh cow's milk. It should also help to solve the cattle pasture problem 
and to boost the rice cultiwation programme. Vice-President for State and 
Party matters Cammie Ramsaroop is scheduled to formally launch the project. 
Regional executive officer Eustace Wilson will outline some of the plans 

for the scheme. (GNA) [Text] [Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 


18 Dec 82 p 1] 


UREA DISTRIBUTION--Three shipments of urea, totalling about 47 000 bags, 
have been received ty, the Guyana National Trading Corporation (GNTC) and 
distribution has already started along the coastal belt. According to a 
senior spokesman of the Corporation yesterday, the urea was unloaded at 
Georgetown, Corriverton and Adventure. Triple super-phosphate and pesti- 
cides are expected later. Executive Chairman, Noel Gonsalves, says that 
GNTC proposes to have a common selling price for these products in all 10 
Regions of the country. GNTC has been vest2d with the responsibility for 
the importation and distribution of fertilisers, pesticides and other agri- 
cultural inputs for the rice industry. This has come about through an 
arrangement with the Corporation, and the Guyana Rice Board and the Guyana 
Co-operative Agricultural and Industrial Development Bank. [Text ] 
[Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 18 Dec 82 p 3] 


COOKING OLL SUPPLY--Refined cooking oil, absent from supermarket shelves for 
the greater part of this year, will be available to consumers from this week 
at $2.38 per pint, che Internal Trade and Consumer Protection Ministry con- 


firmed yesterday. The oil, imported from Caricom member state St. Vincent, 
under Oils and Fats agreement within Caricom, has already been processed by 
Resaul Maraj oil mills. The shipment arrived here some weeks ago and at 


least two more shipments are expected within the next two weeks. The state- 
run Guyana National Trading Corporation, will spearhead distribution. Presi- 
dent Forbes Burnham, announced last weekend that edible oil would be available 
to consumers for Christmas. [Text] [Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 


19 Dec 82 p 1] 
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POST OFFICE TAMPERING--Reports reaching the CHRONICLE yesterday state that a 
number of parcels awaiting delivery at the Parcel Branch, General Post 
Office, Georgetown, had either been tampered with or stolen. When con- 
tacted yesterday, Postmaster General George Doris explained that he was not 
in a position to comment as he was still gengaged in discussions with his 
-olleagues about the matter. The PMG is expected to comment today. In the 
face of the report of theft there was a mad rush for parcels at the Parcel 
Office yesterday. Members of the public accused the postal employees of 
holding up delivery of parcels which have been lying in the post office. 
[Text] [Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 21 Dec 82 p 4] 


1983 HOUSING PROSPECTS--Government will be constructing 4 000 housing units 
during 1983 in various parts of the country, to contribute to the housing of 
the nation. This disclosure was made yesterday by Cde. Agnes-Bend-Kirton, 
Parliamentary Secretary in the Housing Ministry. (Cde. Bend-Kirton said that 
in 1983 we, the people, would be called on to work as a team beyond the normal 
call of duty to achieve our objectives. The Parliamentary Secretary praised 
her workers but called on them to forget differences and share their knowledge 
and experiences to achieve the goals of providing houses. She stressed that 
housing will bloom during 1983 "for we will utilise more local materials, and 
open up new areas for housing development." Meanwhile, work is progres_ing 
apace on the development work at the Cummings Lodge housing area which is 
being prepared for the construction of 41 house units. To date work on the 
road is nearing completion while the digging of drains and laying of pipe- 
lines are in progress. The Guyana Electricity Corporation will shortly begin 
the installation of electricity for the area. According to the Central Hous- 
ing and Planning Authority Engineer, Cde. Lochan, work is far advanced. 

The Cummings Lodge Housing Project was launched a month ago by Vice-President, 
S. S. Naraine. Meanwhile, work on the clearing of land for the 138 houses 

for the Mayor and City Council, Excelsior Credit Union and the Guyana National 
Newspapers Limited, at Guyhoc, East La Penitence is progressing apace. [Text] 
[Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 22 Dec 82 p 2] 


CSO: 3298/302/303 
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COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


SEAGA, MANLEY ADDRESS NEW YEAR'S MESSAGES TO THE NATION 


Seaga on Productivity 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 1 Jan 83 pp 1, 13 


[Text] An appeal for industrial peace in 1983, Jamaica's 21st anniversary 
of Independence, has been made by Prime Minister Edward Seaga in his New 


Year's message. 


Mr. Seaga said he hoped that all "will find a means of harmonising your 
individual objectives with those of the nation of which you are a part--a 
nation which all of you, I know, love dearly. For we need to do so in order 
to find industrial peace. If we do not appreciate that our own individual 
economic survival depends on that of the country--then we all lose in the 


long run." 
Following is the text of the Prime Minister's message: 


"We are entering a new year that is going to present many challenges to us 
in Jamaica, and it is in a mood of sober reflection that I address this 


message to you on New Year's Day, 1983. 


"When a country grows up--as we are now doing in this our 21st year, the 
demands made on it are not unlike those made on individuals--we must shoulder 
new responsibilities; we are expected to face the requirements of daily life 
with maturity. That is to say we must have a clear sighted understanding of 
what is expected of us in order to make our way in the world and harness the 
will--and be prepared to acquire the skills--to confront expectation with 
reality; to get what we want, and where we want to go, by our own hard work. 


"The reality of the world in the year that is just beginning today is one of 
serious economic problems--almost without exception every country is suf- 
fering severe pressures leading to cutbacks in production and employment 

and in many cases to bankruptcy or near bankruptcy. The world recession has 
been going on for nearly two years, and we in Jamaica must realise that we 
have been extremely fortunate to have escaped the worst effects of it until 
now through the programmes that have been put in place to stabilise the 
economy and make up lost earnings in one area by increased activity and 


extra effort in others. 
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"But things are not going to be improving in the rest Of the world and we must 
brace ourselves for the fact that we will be affected by the international 
recession in the year we are now entering. 


"Tl will be speaking to the nation next week with a full statement on the 
measures that will be introduced to ensure that we are fully prepared to 
weather the economic storms that will confront us, and still, as we must, 
keep moving ahead with our recovery programme. 


"I do not think that any sacrifice required of us will be by any means beyond 
our capacity, and there will be a simple logic behind all our endeavours-- 
which can be summed up in one word: production. We Jamaicans must become, 
as never before, a more productive people in 1983 in every single area of 
activity, and we must, more than ever, direct increasing proportions of this 


productivity to exports. 


"I do not want to give the impression that 1983 is not a year that is going 
to bring us enjoyment. On the contrary--I think we are entering today what 
has all the earmarks of being one of the most exciting and creative years in 
our history. Culturally, there will be a wealth of concerts, exhibitions, 
performances of endless variety--in what is being planned to be a showcase 
year of celebrations to mark our 2lst anniversary as a nation. All the 
talents of the Jamaican people will be on display for all of us, and our many 
visitors, to experience and enjoy. There will be a ferment of activity in 
the continued expansion of new businesses--some of which will bring new 
technologies to Jamaica. I am sure that many of you will find inspiration 
in this atmosphere and new opportunities for getting nearer to the goals and 
objectives you have set for yourselves. 


"And with that observation, let me hope that all of you will find a means of 
harmonising your individual objectives with those of the nation of which you 
are a part--a nation which all of you, I know, love dearly. For we need to 
do so in order to find industrial peace. If we do not appreciate that our 
own individual economic survival depends on that of the country--then we all 


lose in the long run. 
"Nineteen Eighty-three is now ours to win or to lose. 


"We must accordingly recognise, as a part of our attainment of maturity in 
this our 2lst year that we have to begin to shoulder our own burdens more 
fully ourselves, because the world owes us no living. We have to accept that 
more and more, each year, we will win, or lose, fail, or succeed, by our own 


efforts. 


"Tt is then my earnest hope that 1983 will be for all of us a happy, a 
harmonious, and a productive year." 
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Manley Criticism of JLP 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 1 Jan 83 pp 1, 13 


[Text] A critical look at the state of the economy, with a companion 
criticism of the performance of the Government, has been made by the Leader 
of the Opposition, Mr. Michael Manley, in his New Year's message to the 


nation. 


"The country faces a tough struggle in 1983 which will increasingly demand a 
sense of leadership and sacrifices which are shared. The Opposition will be 
alert in these matters because it will take all of that and more to pull us 
through the times ahead," he said. 


Following is the text of Mr. Manley's message: 
"The start of a year is an important time for stock-taking. 


In its two years in office, the present Government has overwhelmed us with 
Statistics supposedly giving support for its claims of success in almost every 
area of the economy. The man in the street may be forgiven if he has become 
increasingly sceptical of these data since the reports do not match the 
reality he faces daily. 


For my own part, I have refrained from questioning the authenticity of the 
data released since it has always been, and remains, against my principles, 
to suggest unless there is clear evidence, anything less than the highest 
professionalism on the part of those in charge of collecting, anaiysing and 
releasing socio-economic data. 


However, two recent releases/publications on the unemployment situation, 
have now forced me to publicly raise such questions. 


The first was a news release from the J.1I.S., put out on November 19, 1982, 

on the Labour Force Survey conducted in April by the Department of Statistics. 
The release is headlined /Labour Force increased by 1.4 per cent in six 
months./ [in boldface] A careful reading of the release shows that nowhere 
in it is there reference to the most critical statistic which is that: 


The level of unemployment had increased over the 6-month period, October 
1981 to April 1982, from 25.6 per cent to 27 per cent. 





The deception by omission is unforgivable by itself, but may have been 
regarded as a genuine mistake. However, it has been followed up by the 
recently published /Economic and Social Survey/ [in boldface] covering the 
period January to September, 1982, prepared by the National Planning Agency. 
On pages (viii) of the Overview, the Survey comes up with the following 
astounding and misleading statement, in projecting unemployment levels for 


1982: 
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"Despite a projected increase of about 20,000 in the level of employment, the 
rate of unemployment may remain at approximately 25 per cent since there was 
a faster growth of the labour force than the number of new jobs’. 


To begin, it must be noted that the level of unemployment in April 1982, as 
recorded by the same document, was 27 per cent. The first question: By 
what mathematical mystery does 27 per cent suddenly become the same as 25 
per cent? 


But if we let that pass, our next question is: If the rate of unemployment 
for 1982 is in fact to be approximately 25 per cent as the Survey projects, it 
leads to some very curious projections. It will entail the simultaneous 
creation of 20,000 new jobs, projected by the Survey, and a reduction by 
30,000 in the size of the total labour force in October, the time when the 
next survey was conducted. 


This latter occurrence would be an unprecedented and inexplicable phenomenon, 
bearing in mind that October usually shows an increase in the size of the 
labour force, over April, reflecting factors such as the influx of new 
school-leavers in the labour market and the fact that it is off-season in 

the sugar and tourist industries. But such information must be well known to 
the well-trained professionals at the NPA. So why such a curious projec~- 


tion? 


I therefore serve public notice on the Government and all concerned, that the 
manner in which you handle vital socio-economic data is being closely 
scrutinized. Moreover, if any similar attempt is made to juggle data in the 
manner in which the unemployment figures were handled, then it will call into 
question, not only the authenticity of other releases showing the wonderful 
performance of the economy, but, more important, it will call into question 


the general issue of integrity. 


In the meantime, we are being told that there will be a 1 percent growth in 
the economy for 1982 and advised that this is commendable because of the 
state of the world economy. However, the following facts must be borne in 


mind: 


Domestic agriculture was down by 18 per cent for the first six months of this 
year and there has been a decline in agriculture employment. This is a 

direct consequence of the callous and misguided food import policy the full 
effects of which have not yet been felt. There have been decreases in produc- 
tion as high as 57 per cent for cereal, 43 per cent condiments and 43 per 

cent for potatoes. Despite all the promises, sugar production goes down by 
4.5 per cent to 190,000 tons. 


With violence no longer a problem, the construction industry has shown an 
increase of 29 per cent. But a close look at housing reveals a virtual 
dead halt in Government activity. The Ministry of Housing only managed to 
complete 246 units between January and September and only started 12 units 
in the whole of that time. Where are the houses for low-income and poor 


people? 
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Even the Sugar Industry Housing Authority, which is listed as having completed 
over 2,000 units, was in fact mainly completing units started by the PNP 


Administration. 


Meantime, the country is going more and more deeply in debt to the point where 
serious misgivings are arising as to our ability to repay in the future. 


The People's National Party has made a number of proposals to the Government 
aimed at relieving some of the hardships which the people are now experiencing. 
These have included an import policy which would protect our farmers and 
restore the kind of market opportunities which they enjoyed under the PNP. 

We have called for the reintroduction of price controls in a number of impor- 
tant areas, along with the maintenance of a subsidy programme for absolutely 


essential items in the diet of the poor. 


The fact is that unemployment is rising, hardships increasing and faith in 


the future declining among all groups in the society. 
dignity and our substance and were promised prosperity in return. 


We have pawned our 


It was a 


false promise when it was made and can now be seen as hollow in retrospect. 


The country faces a tough struggle in 1983 which will increasingly demand a 


sense of leadership and sacrifices which are shared. 


The Opposition will be 


alert in these matters because it will take all of that and more to pull 
us through the times ahead. 


In the meantime, please accept my very best personal wishes to everyone for 
the year as we face the struggles which lie ahead. 


May God bless you all". 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 7 


[Text ] 


Prime Minister, the Rt. 
Hon. Edward Seaga, yes- 
terday in a reply to a 
statement made by Oppo- 
sition —_ Leader, 
Manley, concerning unem- 
plovment data, said the 
Narional Planning Agency 
had performed at an “ex- 
ceptional level of compe- 
tenee. 

4 Jamaica House re- 
lease quoted Mr. Seaga as 
saying. 

“The Leader ot the Op- 
position, Mr. Michael 
Manley, used the opportu- 
nity of a goodwill message 


Michael. 


Seaga Reply 


to the nation on New 


‘Year’s Eve to. attack the 


National Planning Agency 
(NPA) and the profession. 
alism of its staff on unem- 
ployment data published 
by the NPA in its recent 
issue of the Economic and 
Social Survey. 


“Apart from the distas- 


tefulness of using a New 
Year's message for such a 
purpose, the Opposition 
Leader was quite wrong in 
his conclusions that the 
data presented on unem- 
ployment was contradicto- 
ry, from which he hastily 
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to Manley 


Jan 83 p 2 


and characteristically drew 
the further conclusion that 
the data was being manip- 
ulated. 

“From the information 
of the Opposition Leader, 
there are two sets of data 
on unemployment. which 
are published. One set is 
formulated on the basis of 
Labour Force Surveys 
done by the Department ot 
Statistics based on two ac- 
tual sample surveys carried 
out at two fixed periods in 
each yéar, usually April 
and October. The other is 
based on the data derived 


from man-years utilised in 
the sectors of the economy 
which 1s generated from 
the data-base on the Mac- 
ro-Economic Model which 
has.been perfected by the 
National Planning Agency. 
This system measures the 
AVERAGE rate of unem- 
ployment over the year 
and not at two fixed per- 
ods as in the case of the 
sample surveys of the oth- 
er system. , 

“The measurement of 
economic data on the basis 
of AVERAGE ANNUAI. 
RATES, as well as rates 




















applying to FIXED PFRI- 
ODS iw the year, ts not 
new Such a system has 
long existed in the mea- 


Kingston THE DAILY 
[Text } 


Leader of the Oppo- 
sition Michael Manley, 
in a statement Fnday, 
reacted to Prime Min- 
ister Edward Seaga’s re- 
ply to his charge about 
unemployment figures. 


Mr. Manley’s 


statement said: 

“| note the report on 
the news release by the 
Prime Minister which pur- 
ports to answer certain 
specific points | made in 
my New Year's message 
about the attempts to jug- 
gle unemployment data. 


“My New Year’s mes- 
sage drew attention tu a 
HS release on the April 
unemployment _ figures 
which failed to mention 
the rate of unemployment, 
the most important statis- 
tic to be derived from the 
Labour Force Survey. My 
message also made specific 
mention of the treatment 
accorded to the unemploy- 
ment data, by the recently 
published Economic and 
Social Survey. 


“The Prime Minister’s 
release makes no attempt 
to defend the JIS. I can 
only assume that he ac- 
cepts that my charge ts 
wrefutable. His defence is 
restricted to the NPA and 
the methodology by which 
they derive an average un- 
employment figure for a 
year. | < 


cd 


cso: 3298/305 


surement of the Consumer 


Price Index ‘in which there 


1s both the rate of increase 


measured on the POINT- 
INDEX for 
the year, im January and 
December, and the MEAN 


TO-POINT 


Manley Rejoinder 


GLEANER in English 10 Jan 83 p 2 


“The average unem- 
ployment percentage as 
stated by the Economic 
and Sociat Survey for the 
past several years has al- 


ways been based solely on: 


the two sample surv 
carried out annually (Apel 


and October) by the De- | 


partment of Statistics. Sim- 
ply put, the method of 
deriving this average ts to 
sum the numbers of unem- 
ployed for April and Octo- 
ber and divide by the sum 
of the numbers reflecting 
the total labour force for 


the same two surveys. I 


repeat that these figures 
have always been based on 
data provided by the De- 
partment of Statistics. _ 


“Now we are informed 
by the Prime Minister that. 
there is an additional data 
source derived from the 
macro-economic model 

| ‘perfected by the National 
| Planning Agency.’ The 
' Prime Minister proceeds to 
try to cloud the issue ” 
rambling on about the dif- 
ferences between a point 
to point index and a Mean 
Annual Average Index as 
published for the Consum- 
_er Price Index. 


“1 wish to inform the 
Prime Minister that | am 
aware of the difference 
between the two indices, : 
but I am also aware that 
the abiliry to publish a 
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Mean Annual Average In- 
dex for the Consumer 
Price Index is based on the 
availability of | monthly 
data collected for prices by 


ithe Department of Statis- 


tics. Are any such additio- 
nal data collected on 
employed? Jf so, is the 
Department of Statistics, 
on whom we have always 
relied for such data, aware 


“of this additional data set?. 


“Whar is strange about 
this additional source is 
that there is no mention of 
it by the survey. The ques- 
tion = must . posed: 
Whether access to this new 
data set will imply correc- 
tion of unemployment fig- 
ures for previous years. 


“If not, are historical 
‘<omparisons of unemploy- 
ment trends any longer 
valid? 


“Perhaps what is most 
strange about this additio- 
nal source of data on un- 
employment is that it 
seems to have been un- 
known to the writer of the 
chapter on Labour Force 
row employment. In fact, 
there seems to be some 


confusion with the survey 
itself as to what the aver- 


age unemployment for 
1981 was. While VI 


of the eg f° us 
that it was 25.3%, Table 


15.1 tells ds that’ « ‘was 
25.9%. My 1h, Us- 


ANNUAL AVERAGE IIv- 
DEX measured on the ba- 
sis of the average increase 
for the year?” 


ing the old method, prior 
to the advent of the newly- 
perfected model, is that 
the figure is the higher-one 
as stated in Chapter 15 — 
that is 25.9%. So, at least 
there is one other person 
unaware of this new data 
source. 7 tape 

“However, the writer, 
of the chapter goes even | 
further, telling us on page 
15.1 that: ‘The analysis 
utilizes data from the ‘La- 
bour Force Surveys con- 
ducted by the Department 
of Statistics in April and 
October each year. 

“The writer of «the 
pe must have viewed 
with some surprise the 
Prime Minister’s ‘explana- 
tion.” So much for: ‘data 
derived . from man-years 
utilized in the ‘sectors of 
the economy...” ” : 

“Apart from ducking 
the question of the delib- 
erate attempt to misin- 
form, as a 1 by the 


JIS release, the Prime Min- 


ister’s defence of the sur- 
vey has raised more 
questions than it has pro- 
vided answers. 

“I repeat my caution to 
the Government. It is a 
basic question of integrity 
that is on trial and. the, 
Opposition will not fail to 
publicly expose any at- 


-tempt to bend analyses to 


suit shorteterm political 


gains.” 











COUNTRY SECTION 


SUGAR WORKERS RETURN TO WORK; 


JAMAICA 


"GLEANER' SLAMS STRIKE 


Report on Strike 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 31 Dec 82 pp 1, 14 


[Text] 


FROME SUGAR factory in Westmore- 
land is to start grinding cane today, two 
weeks after the scheduled start of operations 
at the factory for the 1982/83 crop. Reaping 


of cane started yesterday as the cane-cutters 


resumed after their strike. 

The factory should have started grinding on De- 
cember 17, but reaping gangs employed on the cane 
farms which feed the factory, and who are represented 
by the BITU and the NWU, refused to start work then, 
claiming that they were owed 14 weeks pay in lieu of 
notice of the closure of the sugar co-op which had 
operated there. The co-ops were closed down in 1981. 

When the co-ops at Frome, Bernard L and 
Monymusk were closed , the workers were refunded 
their share-deposits with accumulated interest, and were 
offered employment with the sugar estates. Some have 
insisted that they should be paid in lieu of notice. 
However, this has been complicated by the fact that 
they themselves were the former owners of the co-ops. 
The Government is paying off debts rotalling some $20 
million, accumulated by the co-ops. 

The reaping gangs resumedyesterday at the 
of their unions, who are to continue negotiations o 
dispute at the Ministry of Agriculture. 

Since December 28, the Frome factory has been 
served by = cane farmers in Westétn Hanover and 
Westmoreland, but these supplies were too slow to 
keep the factory going. With the resumption by the 
reaping gangs yesterday, there is now enough cane at 
the factory to commence the on of sugar 
today. 

Some timeafter the reaping gangs resumed, a 
disturbancebroke out at the Frome factory when anoth- 
er set of workers, who were formerly employed by the 
factory and who were laid off earlier this year, invaded 
the premises demandingpayment of sick and vacation 
leave funds they said are owing to them. 


the 
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The Gleaner understands that the unions rep- 
resenting those workers--the BITU and the NWU--had 
served an ultimatum on the management of the factory 
demanding payment of the outstanding amounts by 
yesterday. The management said it had informed the 
unions that it was not possible to make the payments 
by yesterday. 


However, the workers who felt that the payments 
were going to be made turned up at the factory. When 
they realised they would not be “e: some invaded the 
time office and the main cffice. 


No one was injured deine the Retene, 
according to reports from the Police and the National 
Sugar Company, which owns the factory; but the 
Gleaner learnt that a window was smashed. 


The management has promised to make the pay- 
ments on Monday. 

A spokesman for the NSC said yesterday that it is 
still felt that the factory can reach its projected target of 
58,000 tons this ‘crop, but that could only happen it 
there were no further stoppages. 


Annual negotiations between the sugar producers, 
theBITU and the NWU, which last year triggered 
several stoppages and seriously hampered production 
then, are expected ro start in early January. 


There is one other sugar factory which is still 
unable to commence its annual crop because of an 
industrial relations dispute and that is the Appleton 
factory, St.Elizabeth. Appleton should have started its 
production on November 29, but has had its start 
delayed by a dispute over the rates for cutting green 
cane. The Gleaner understand, however, that the 


dispute there has been settled and production is to start” 
on January 3 


Prime Minister Edward Seaga speaking in the - 
House of Représentativesearlier this month during the’: 











debate on a $25 million loan for the NSC said that.-- million is for re-scheduling loans from the commercial 


“this was the last chance for sugar.” banks. - 
He said that a total of $132 million in re-financing The Prime Minister said then that everybody in the = 
has been made availableto the industry, of which $72 . industry should know that they have a role to play so as = 


not to have any further failures in the industry. 


Editorial Comment 





Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 31 Dec 82 p 8 


[Text ] We are glad to see that good sense tions gap at that level of the sugar 
has prevailed in the sugar industry industry. We suggest that the sugar 
where yet another senseless strike unions should review the functions 
had threatened potential disaster. It of whatever delegate structure is 
“4 | ~~ pas this should gina in the sugar belt so that 

ve happened despite warnings the workers can be kept up to date 
from the Prime Minister and the- on matters that affect them. 
Minister of Agriculture about the Certainly the , t « 
precariousness of the industry. In a ——v, oe 
the context of explaining the re- Wamings about how fragile the 
financing to the extent of some industry is, should be clearly 
$132 million being made available explained <4 both field and factory 
2 the industry they have made it workers. : 
clear gat ths the st chance fr Reports onthe Frome stoppage 
' ? Dh, be pat wh ny rad indicated that representatives of 
for a livelinood and the nation for both the BITU and NWU met with 
invaluable foreign exchange. delegates on Wednesday to arrange 

Perhaps the most senseless for a resumption of work which 
aspect of this kind of work got underway yesterday;- which 
stoppage is that it bears no relation suggests that there are lines of 
t working conditions or to the command still Operating in a sector 
iePoar es saat bw notorious for wildcat strikes. 

ment. The ; — 

cone-cantess 3 pone were report- The unions should maintain a 
edly on strike demanding redun- close watch on the sector mindful 
dancy payments from the former of Dr. Broderick’s recent words 
sugar co-ops which have been about ‘disruptive strikes which seek 
disbanded. In effect they were ‘%© Put confrontation before nego- 
demanding redundancy from them- ‘ation’,and that, ‘workers must 
selves having been their own understand that huge sacrifices by 
employers under the co-op system. Jamaican consumers and hard, 

"That this should happen dedicated work by management 
Suggests a yawning communica- ust not be jeopardized...’ 

CSO: 3298/305 
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COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


ALUMINA-FOR-CARS DEAL WITH CHRYSLER SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETED 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 31 Dec 82 p 1 


[Text] Jamaica has finalised an agreement with the Chrysler Corporation of 
the United States under which this country will sell 50,000 metric tonnes of 
alumina to Chrysler in return for commercial motor-vehicles made by that 


company. 


Total counter-trade value of the agreement is US$1,250,000. The agreement 
was finalised between the Bauxite and Alumina Trading Company of Jamaica 
Ltd. (BATCO) and Chrysler Corporation and the vehicles will be imported 
through the Jamaica Commodity Trading Company. 


Announcement of the agreement was made yesterday by the Prime Minister, 
the Rt. Hon. Edward Seaga, in his capacity as Minister of Mining and Energy. 
He said the agreement would become effective during the first half of next 


year. 


The vehicles will consist of pick-ups and vans in the one-ton to three-ton 
category. 


A release from Jamaica House quoted Mr. Seaga as saying: 


"In order to bolster the bauxite/alumina industry against the deterioration 

in market conditions, the Government through BATCO has been aggressively 
marketing both bauxite and alumina by barter, counter-trade and other arrange- 
ments including the 1.6 million tonne bauxite transaction for the U.S. 


stockpile. 


"As a result of these arrangements, production is expected to increase to 
9.2 million tonnes in 1982/83 from what would otherwise have been 6.35 
million tonnes, thus reducing the shortfall. Production in 1981/82 was 10 


million tonnes. 


"BATCO will continue its efforts to seek new markets for Jamaica's bauxite 
and alumina in order to reduce the expected short-fall on the 1982/83 produc- 
tion levels and the impact on foreign-exchange earnings." 


CSO: 3298/306 
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COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


PNP ACCEPTS DUNDAN'S RESIGNATION, NAMES ROBERTSON 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 10 Jan 83 pp 1, 1l 


[Text] The People's National Party's National Executive Council (NEC) 
yesterday accepted the resignationof Dr. D. K. Duncan as General Secretary, 
and appointed Dr. Paul Robertson to the post. 


Dr. Robertson, a former Deputy General Secretary of the party, and regarded 
as a moderate influence in the organization, was elected to the post unop- 
posed. The only other nominee, Mr. Donald Buchanan, who is currently deputy 


General Secretary (organization), declined nomination. 


In an address to the meeting which was held at the head office of the National 
Workers Union, East Street, Kingston, yesterday, Dr. Duncan said that his 
decision to resign was irrevocable. 


The GLEANER understands that Dr. Duncan also indicated that he may resign as 
Member of Parliament, but that he would make this decision at a later stage. 


He told the meeting that he was resigning as General Secretary because of the 
party's inability to raise funds while he retained the position and that he 
was prepared to work with whoever succeeded him. 


The meeting of the NEC discussed at length the party's problems in raising 
funds for its day-to-day administration, as well as financing its campaign 
for the next general election. Many of the problems, including the reluc- 
tance of some members in making contributions to the fund while Dr. Duncan 


remained as General Secretary, were discussed. 


A fund to raise $1 million to finance the party's "return to power" was 
launched at its annual conference last October. 


The GLEANER also understands that during the discussions on the raising of 
funds, the PNPYO (PNP Youth Organisation) called for an investigation into 
the employment of personnel at the party's Old Hope Road head office and 

what was described as "certain rumours on the streets" about these employ- 


ments. 


Dr. Duncan offered to resign early last year during his trial in the Gun 
Court on charges connected with incidents which occurred during the 1980 
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election campaign. He was cleared of the charges in March and his offer was 
rejected by the NEC. 


In October, just prior to the PNP's annual conference, he again offered to 
resign, but following discussions at the NEC, according to a release from the 
PNP, "a resolution was passed unanimously calling on him to continue in the 
post whereupon he indicated his willingness to continue to serve." 


The last offer was made in December, when Dr. Duncan was reported to have 
given as his reasons the need to concentrate more on his dental practice as 
well as the refusal of some to make "Significant contributions to the party" 
while he remained as General Secretary. He handed in a letter of resignation 
on December 13 last year, and the party decided tnat the matter should be 
discussed at yesterday's NEC meeting. 


Dr. Duncan, 42, regarded as a leader of the radical wing of the party, first 
became General Secretary in 1974 when he succeeded Mr. Ken Chin-Onn. He is 
the Member of Parliament for East Central St. Andrew which he has represented 


since 1976. 


Dr. Duncan is the second PNP officer to resign since the party's annual 
conference last October. Former vice-president, Mr. Anthony Spaulding, 
resigned last year after disagreement with party leader, Mr. Michael Manley. 


An earlier resignation by Dr. Duncan as General Secretary was accepted by 
the NEC in 1977. He was replaced then by Mr. Ralph Brown. 


The new General Secretary Dr. Robertson, 36, was Deputy General Secretary 
from November 1978 to the end of 1979, having been a voluntary worker with 
the party since 1967. A graduate of the University of the West Indies where 
he was awarded the M.Sc. Dr. Robertson did his doctoral studies at the Uni- 
versity of Michigan and has held a number of teaching posts both at UWI, 
Michigan, and Howard Universities in the U.S. 


He has also held a number of government posts. He has been chairman of the 
JAMAL Foundation and is now a member of the Electoral Advisory Committee. 


CSO: 3298/306 
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JAMAICA 


UNION RESEARCH CENTER ISSUES 1982 YEAR-END ASSESSMENT 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 4 Jan 83 p 2 


{Text } 


) The trade union movement is being used as a “whipping horse and 
scapegoat” at a time when the nation is faced with the challenges of 
increasing productivity, of coping with unemployment and escalating cost 
of living, according to the Joint Trade Unions Research Development 


Centre. 


oe 


In an ead-of-year statement, the Centre said that one of the most popular negarive 
perceptions was that the pace of national development was being held back by a rash of 
strikes and intemperate trade union action. It was also believed that strikes had been on the 
increase and were to an extent responsible for all the ills of the nation. 


Bur the facts were that the number of industrial 
disputes reported to the Ministry of Labour from 
January to September 1982 decreased when compared 
to the same period, January to September, 1981, the 
statement said. | 

'+ added that statistics from the Ministry showed 
that tnere were 560 industrial disputes reported January 
:o Scprember 1981 compared with 495 in 1982, a 
decrease of 65 disputes in 1982. | : 


Work stoppages — 


The Centre said that industrial disputes declined in 
all sectors with the exception of agriculture (sugar), 


construction and mining. In the case of construction, » 


reported disputes increased numerically but there were 
only six work stoppages. All other disputes were settled 


h negotiation. 
rote stoppages in agriculture were said‘to be 
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“uncertainty generated 


“reflective of the historic and endemic problems” in the 
sugar industry. These problems, the JTURDC noted, 
would require total involvement of not just the unions 
but all sectors concerned. It was the belief that the 
situation in the mining sector related to the overall 
» * the world recession in the 
bauxite alumina industry. 
‘National interest’ 

The JTURDC said that remarks expressed in some 
—- ted that the workers right to strike was a 
reedom which should be curtailed “in the national 

interest”. 
The unions issued a reminder to those “who speak 
glibly of restricting the rights of trade unions” to heed 
the lessons in other societies where such: curtailment 


has been synonymous with enslavement of the wider 
society. 
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URBAN DEVELOPMENT GROUP REPORTS ON PROJECTS IN WEST 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 6 Jan 83 p 2 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


The Urban  Devel- 
opment Corporation is 
currently engaged in the 
creating of a number of 
new schemes as well as the 
upgrading of existing ones 
in Western Jamaica. 

In Hanover and West- 
moreland, the UDC is at 
present updating its overall 
projects which occupy 
some 8,000 acres of land, a 
JIS release said on Tues- 
day. . 
Plans are to build a 
cratt complex in Negril at 
an estimated cost of 
$300,000, while $50,000 is 
to be spent on a tourism 
upgrading project. 

The craft complex will 
house between 100 and 
120 vendors, and is ex- 
pected to be operational 
by mid-1983. Another 
$25,000 is to be spent ro 
develop craft facilities near 
the Negril Aerodrome. 

A new 200-room hotel 
is planned for Rutland 
Point. The project is to be 
financed by the Caribbean 
Development Bank and the 
Government. Construction 
is expected to begin later 
this year. 

In Orange Bay, just out- 
side Negril, the Urban De- 
velopment Corporation is 
engaged in a housing ex- 
periment project designed 
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for persons below the min- 
imum income _ bracket. 
Forty six two-acre farm 
lots have been subdivided 
and rented to tenants at 
“peppercorn” fees for a 
two year period. 

Following the expiry of 
the two year period, the 
rent collected will be used 
as deposits on houses on 
these sarne lots. Because of 
the enthusiasm generated 
in this venture, the UDC 
has already decided to put 
in a further 16 lots operat- 
ing on this same principle. 

An agricultural project 
in which tenants on the 
housing estate will be allo 
cated lots of sugar land on 
a lease basis, in a move 
designed to supplement 
their income and develop 
the area, is also planned 


for Orange Bay. 

In St. James, the Cor- 
poration is presently con- 
ducting an overall land use 
study on the Montego Bay 
waterfront. A hotel is to 
be built on the old hospi- 
tal site and development 
plans for the waterfront 
although completed have 


not yet been given the final 
stamp of approval. 

These plans are on dis- 
play at the St. James Parish 
Library and public com- 
ments have been invited. 














COUNTRY SECTION . 


JAMAICA 


$38-MILLION ITALIAN AID PACKAGE COVERS RANGE OF PROJECTS 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 8 Jan 83 p 1 


[Text ] 


A programme of rehabilitation for the Jamaica 
Public Service Company and a wide range of energy 
devclopment, construction, water treatment and indus- 
trial projects will be put into operation this year under a 
U.S. $38-million loan and grants package which has 
been made available to Jamaica by the Government of 
Italy. 


Prime Minister Edward Seaga said this at Jamaica 
House on Wednesday morning, before meeting with 
the Italian Ambassador to Jamaica, Mr. Incisa de 
Camerana, and representatives of the Italian  state- 
owned conglomerate, IRI Finmecannica, which will be 
supplying expertise and materials for a number of these 
development projects. 


The meeting focussed on details relating to the 
projects and prospects for future Italian development 
assistance to Jamaica. 


Before speaking abour the specific projects to be 
launched this year, Mr. Seaga said he was pleased with 


the progress of the financtal co-operation which had - 


been extended to the Jamaican Government. by the 
Government of Italy under the U.S. $38 million assis- 
tance programme. ° ‘ 


This year’s projects will be largely financed from 


some §33-million which the halian Government had’ 


carmarked for development assistance to Jamaica be- 
tween January 1981 and December 1982. 


Mr. Seaga said that the Italian Government has 
made an additional U.S. $5-million available to Jamaica 
tor development purposes. 


HE ALSO DISCLOSED thar the Jamaican and 
Iralian governments are negotiating a $44.5-million 
counter-trade transaction under which Jamaica would 
sell alumina to Italy in exchange for capital goods. 

Italian aid will enable the Jamaican Government to 


launch a major rehabilitation programme at the: Jamaica: 


Public Service’s Old Harbour plant early this year, 
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under which new equipment will be installed at the 
plant’s No. 1 and No. 2 units. 
‘ - Dr. Headley Brown, Director ot the National 
Planning Agency, and representatives ot Finmeccanica, a 
subsidiary group of the state-owned Institute for Indus- 
trial Reconstruction. group, signed a contract for the 
implementation of this project on Tuesday. 

Alternate sources of energy (solar, biomass, and 
photovoltaic) will be developed this year under a 
number of projects financed by the Italian Government. 


Dr. Henry Lowe, of the Ministry of Mining and 
Energy, told the Gleaner that the Hellshire area in Str. 
Catherine will be used as a testing ground for the 
development of renewable energy sources, and that 
elements of the Hellshire project will be applied in 
other communities throughout Jamaica if the project 
proves successful. 


USS8.86-million has been allocated under the 
Italian assistance programme for the energy devel- 
opment and JPSCo. rehabiliation projects. 


MR. SEAGA ALSO DISCLOSED on Wednesday 
that both the Duhaney River in St. Andrew and the 
Ferry River in St. Catherine are slated for water-treat- 
ment programmes, which will be financed by a 
US$464,000 grant made available by the Italian Govern- 
ment. 


The housing situation should ultimately be im- 
proved by the three pre-fabrication centres, which ‘will 
be built at a cost of US$4.54-million, this year. Mr. 
Seaga noted that the Hon. Mr. Bruce Golding, Minister 
of Construction, signed a contract for the construction 
ot these centres and a USS$873,000 woodwork shop in 


December. 


Other programmes which will be financed by 
Italian grants include an abbatoir project, which will be 
implemented at a cost of US$73,000, and the construc- 
tion of a US$1.27-million mechanical training centre. 





——— eee —_ 


Mr. Seaga also spoke of assistance which Jamaica 
has received from the Italian Government during the 
year. He thanked the Italian Government, through the 
Ambassador, for the $5-million gift shipment of rice 
which was received in September. 
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Mr. Di Camerana, who 1s resident in Caracas, 
Venezuela, said in response that his country’s govern- 
ment placed ‘great importance on its relations with the 
Caribbean, and regarded any assistance which it could 
give Jamaica as a vital component of Italian-Caribbean 
relations. 








COUNTRY SECTION 


JAMAICA 


ECONOMY SPOTLIGHTED IN SEAGA REMARKS, REPORTS ON PAST YEAR 


Improvement in Balance of Payments 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 31 Dec 82 p 1 


{Text ] 


JAMAICA HAS recorded an_ im- 


provement in its balance of payments posi- — 


tion but the money supply as measured by 


currency and demand deposits decreased ; 


during 1982 according to a National Planning 
Agency (NPA) survey. : 7 
The “Economic and Social Survey” for January- 


tember, reveals that during the first nine months of 
this year the overall balance’ of payments deficit fell 


from US$221.3 million for the 1981 period to US$$60.5 


million. 
The significant balance of payments out-turn was, 
the NPA said, influenced by a net investment outflow 
which amounted to US$187.7 million in 1982 compared 
with US$128.2 million during the corresponding period 
in —" by Pca from travel witch davhed a 
surplus of US$68.6 million over the correspondi 
period in 1981; a higher level of outflows in respect of 
external debt servicing and; a surplus on oy ~ hger 
count of US$135.2 million compared with a it of 
US$120.4 million during the corresponding period of 
1981. ’ 


At the end of September the gross Foreign Ex- 
change Reserves stood at US$205.1 million — US$32.7 
million above the level at the end of December 1981 
and US$15.8 million above the September 1981 level. 


The money supply decreased over the January and 
September period by 3.8 per cent. The NPA said that 
“using the all items consumer price index as a barome- 
ter of overall price movements, real money balances 
decreased over this period by some ten per cent,” but 
that despite this decrease, the liquidity of the banking 
system increased. ) : 

_ The survey revealed that the 1982 monthly average 
ratio of liquid assets to deposits in commercial banks 
was 42.7 per cent, some J$62.1 milion beyond the 
voluntary minimum ratio of 40 per cent and some, 
J$269.2 million over the statutory minimum ratio of 


- 29.5 per cent. 


It should be noted that the excess liquidity de- 
scribed above had by mid-December tured into a 
liquidity squeeze as transactions demand put pressure 
on the commercial banking system. The NPA noted 
that due to the inavailability of data on a quarter'y or 
monthly basis for the real economy “ a gap in our 
knowledge could lead to a misreading of the signals 
arising from the monetary sector.” 


Increases in Prices, Employment 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANEP in English 1 Jan 83 p l 


[Text ] 


[he undocumented increased levels of 
parallel magket operations and the shortfall in. 
domestic agriculture have resulted in ¢ 6.3 per 
cent increase in the All Jamaica All Prices 
Index over the period January-September 
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1982, and the. emp level has. also 
increased according to the National Planning 
Agency (NPA), 


The NPA, in their “Economic .and Social 
Survey” for that period, said that these factors 








had in the main allowed for an increase on 
“an annualized besis” of 8.4 percent from 
1982 over 1981. This compares with the 4.7 
per cent increase for 1981 over 1980. <a 
The NPA identified what they termed 
“ameliorating factors” as a minimal increase in- 
export price levels for the period and dumping 
‘at distressed prices for somie consumer prod- 


ucts. | 

THE NOTED HOWEVER,that the contri- 
butions from the monetary side ere “difficult 
to pin down at this stage.” Projected employ- 
ment for the calendar year 1982 according to 
the NPA report, is approximately 779,000 as 
opposed to the 752,000 of 1981. 

They explained “ at the sectoral. level, 
employment .is expected to increase in all 


sectors except Mining and Quarrying. Some 


1,400 are likely to be displaced in this sector 
over the 1982-83 period. Construction and 
Installation however, will register the largest 
employment gains.” 

The average unemployment rate for 1982 is 
projected at 25.2 per cent compared with 25.3 ° 
per cent for the corresponding period of 1981. 

Young people and women continued to be 
disadvantaged groups within the labour mar- 
ket. In April the unemployment rate amongst 
young people aged:14 to 29 years was 44.2 per 
cent as against the national average of 27 per 
cent. The rate for women was 40.5 per cent 
compared with 15.3 per cent for men. 


Seaga on Two-Tier Exchange Rate 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 6 Jan 83 p 1 


[Text ] 


MR. SEAGA SAID the formalisation of the 
parallel market was not a devaluation of the 
Jamaican dollar against the US dollar because 
government had not officially established a two- 
tiered rate. Mr Seaga made the the comment in 
reply to questions posed by journalists at a press 
conterence yesterday at Jamaica House. 

* We are not officially establishing a second rate of 
exchange because this is not a Bank of Jamaica rate, but 
we are allowing the commercial banks to establish a 
rate of exchange,” he said, adding that such a rate of 
exchange has existed in the unofficial market for a very 
long time. 

The Bank of Jamaica rate was still the official rate 
of $1.78 to the USS1 , he stressed. 

The unofficial exchange market and a two-tiered 
rate of exchange has been in operation in Jamaica for 
vears, he said, pinpointing the start of the two-tiered 
rate of exchange as 1972 when people traded at a rate 
ot exchange that was not the official one. 


“In other words,” he said, “there was the establish- 
ment of a parallel market as far back ‘as 1972.” 

“What we have done is simply to provide an 
institutional framework within which it operates. We 
have not changed the rate at which the unofficial 
exchange takes place, ” Mr. Seaga said. 

Asked whether the formalisation of the parallel 
market was a de facto devaluation of the Jamaican 
dollar, Mr. Seaga said he would answer by asking:“W- 
hat has changed?”. 

“The official rate has not changed and that the 
unotticial rates have been in existence, not since 
January 1983, nor since 1982, not since 1981, so there 
has been an unofficial market in operation for many 


‘years, so nothing has changed. 


“To the extent that the rate at which vou will buy 
and sell dollars may change trom day to day ... is not an 
act of government but is an act of demand and supply, 
just as is happening today. So that all we have done is 
give an institutional framework within which this takes 
place. So the answer is that it 1s totally wrong to say 
that there has been a devaluation.” 





Elaboration on Export Earnings 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 6 Jan 83 pp 1, 11 


[Text } NCREASED EARNINGS EXPECTED from 


exports this year in the manufacturing sector, 
based on the new measures announced on Tues- 
day night, are expected to be about $48 million 
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or double last year’s figure, the Prime Minister, 
the Rt. Hon. Edward Seaga, said yesterday. 


Speaking at a press conterence at Jamaica House which was called to 
explain aspects of his speech announcing new measures to earn and. save 
more foreign exchange, Mr.Seaga said that, in monetary terms, as against 
the $24-million increase that took place in 1982, the Government was 
targeting for a figure this year which would be double that amount. | 


There were plans to augment the 
\port Development Fund with $25- 
million in the first instance under an 
agreement with the World Bank, and 
discussions were still continuing on the 
problems suffered by manufacturers un- 
der the collateral requirement to obrain 
mones trom the Fund. 

Ir was the Goverument’s view, Mr. 
Scaga said, thar since the Bank of Jamat- 
2 Was already responsible tor collecting 
the export receipts and therefore had 
control over the entire proceeds ot sale, 
the requirements of collateral which the 
exporters were required to put up was 
excessive. 

The percentage of transactions in the 
parallel market projected for this year 
with the introduction of the new mea 
sures would be between 22 per cent and 
24 per cent of the rotal transactions. 

\Ir.Seaga said that in the import 
budget, for instance, the extent of im- 
ports on the parallel market would be 
22 per cent of total imports. The in- 
crease would be some three to four per 
cent over what it was last year. 

Mr.Seaga said that while both the 
Bank of Jamaica and the commercial 
hanks were tapping the same sources of 
foreign exchange, they were doing so in 
measured amounts, 

MIR SEAGA SAID THAT the only 
problems he envisaged tor manufactur- 
crs who produced solely for the do- 
mestic market was that — those 
manutacturers would have to pay more 
tor their raw materials since they would 
be purchasing on the parallel market. 
But that would have to be set off 
against the fact that they will no longer 
have to endure problems with the bu- 
reaucracy as to whether they will get the 
resources to make purchase or not. 

[he measures offered very important 
incentives to the domestic manufactur- 
ers, who have had as their number o ne 
complaint the fact that they cannot get 
the resources to plan their production 
and to. satisfy the domestic market. 
Ihe, would now be free to plan their 
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production targets in a manner which 
could mean better returns and increased 
output. 

Their ability to obtain foreign ex- 
change, Mr. Seaga said, would be sub- 
ject only ro the quota levels that they 
will be given in terms of the total 
amount ot foreign exchange that will be 
available to them. 

There was a second incentive to 
them, which is that whereas the import- 
er of finished products will be paying 
totally on the parallel market, the do- 
mestic producer will be paying only for 
his imported content on the parallel 
market rate. The rest, by virtue of being 
local cost, will give him an added 
margin of cost-effectiveness between his 
production and that of the importer of 
similar goods. 

Capital goods and raw materials al- 
ready on order which have already 


- arrived and cleared and are just to be 


paid for on letters of credit, which are a 
binding cages gy will be paid for at 
the current raté, he said. Ariything that 
is on letter of credit which the Bank of 
Jamaica has given an undertaking to 
pay, will be paid for at no additional 
cost. 

ON THE SITUATION CONCERC- 
ING “informal commercial importers” 
(higglers), the Prime Minister said they 
will be allocated quotas which are to be 
set by the National Planning Agency 
and the Ministry of Industry and Com- 
merce. 

Outlining the formula for arriving at 
the various quotas, he said that the 
quotas for the productive sector will be 
assessed on the targeted rate of growth 
for the year. Once the growth rate is 
targeted the Government will then, us- 
ing the macro-economic model in the 
NPA, calculate how much each sector 
will have to,grow by to achieve the set 
growth rate. ” 

This information will then be broken 
down as to the required rate of growth 
on a sub-sectoral basis. Then the capaci- 
ty of the producers will be taken into 














consideration against the background of 
their performance. Finally,a decision 
will be taken as to what was the e:.- 
pected incremental growth that each 
firm could achieve,the aggregation of 
which should add up to the sectoral 
target. 

The quotas for the commercial sec- 
tor,including the higglers, would be 
arrived at against the background of 
their performance within the framework 
of the total allocation. 

Everybody who has access to the 
funds in the commercial banks will have 
quoias, except for service groups which 
have been transferred to the commercial 
banks in keeping with the divestment of 
certain areas of payment from the Bank 
of Jamaica. 

Mr.Seaga said that it was because the 


quite a large portion of the private 
sector have made their returns for as- 
sessment of their quotas and their quo- 
tas will be allocated shortly. Rather 
than wait on those who have not made 
their returns, the Ministry of Industry 
and Commerce will proceed to distrib- 
ute them anyway. The quotas will be 
fixed for one year. 

Speaking of the exporters to CARI- 
COM, Mr-.Seaga said that they already 
get 80 per cent of the total export value 
of their production from the EDF at a 
rate of $1.78, which is a tremendous 
incentive, because the actual raw materi- 
al content of their export runs from 30 
per cent to 50 per cent. In getting 80 per 
cent of their value of their products 
from the EDF at $1.78, they are getting 


foreign exchange which will enable 





them to provide raw materials for do- 


quotas have been set that the Govern- 
mestic production as well, he said. 


ment knew what the demand on the 
parallel market will be. He said that - 


PNP Responsibility for Debt 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 6 Jan 83 pp 1, 11 


[Text] Prime Minister Edward Seaga said yesterday that of the $800 million 
in debt servicing which will be part of the budgetary expenditure this year, 
$700 million of the amount was as a result of the borrowings of the previous 
Government which have now become due. 


Mr. Seaga said that the roll-over of debts which became necessary under the 
previous Government in 1978/79 because they could not be serviced and which 
were now due for payment, had resulted in the situation in which $700 million 
of the $800 million of debts to be serviced this year were inherited from the 


previous Government. 


He was replying to a question at the press conference at Jamaica House. 


The necessity for borrowing must be assessed against the background of the 
situation in which the country found itself, he said. 


He said that his Government came to office finding a situation in which there 
had been the need to borrow to support not only the capital budget, but also 
a good section of the recurrent budget. 


The Government started out with strategies to eliminate borrowing for the 
recurrent budget and was able to achieve a reduction on a yearly basis, while 
hoping to continue until there is no more need to borrow for the recurrent 


budget. 


The Government would certainly be in a position to say that there would be no 
need to borrow for the recurrent budget in 1983/84, if it was not faced with 
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a very severe shortfall in revenue arising out of the shortfall in the 
bauxite revenues, which is one of the principal sources of financing the 
recurrent budget: 


"T am not in the position today to say whether we can or cannot achieve that 
for 1983/84, except to say that we will continue to show improvements insofar 
as financing the recurrent budget is concerned and the reduction of using 
loans to finance it. 


"Insofar as the capital budget is concerned, the contribution that we can 
make towards bringing the overall situation under control is by not expanding 
the capital budget beyond limits which cannot be contained within what we can 


borrow," he said. 


"I want you to bear in mind that a great deal of our borrowings are of a 
concessional nature; that is, these are borrowings from the World Bank, the 
Inter-American Development Bank and the other such institutions, as well as 
our bilateral programmes with various countries. 


"The borrowings that are non-concessional are in part local borrowings and, 
secondly, that portion of our borrowings which is on the international mone- 
tary market which is at normal commercial rates. 


"We expect to contain the capital budget to as near a level as 1982/83 as 
possible so as to reduce the need for borrowing. Now, the only way that we 
can close the gap that exists and reduce the debt service ratio from the 
present level of 52 per cent to a level that we can accommodate within our 
financial resources, is by holding expenditure to levels that are as near as 
possible to the 1982/83 level, while increasing export earnings. 


"That is the strategy that we propose to use more forcefully in 1983 than we 
have been doing so far; that is, to hold our fiscal budget to levels as near 
as possible to 1982/83, while increasing export earnings by such measures as 
were announced last night and by other measures which will be announced 


later. 


"On that basis, there will be a reduction over the years, but it will be a 
gradual one. 


"But you must also bear in mind something that I only mentioned last night, 
which I think you should know. This year we face a significant increase in 
the debts that we have to service by virtue of the roll-over of debt that 
took place in 1978/79; which having been rolled over in those years as they 
could not be serviced have now become due; and the result of all that is that 
of the $800-odd million of debt service which will be a part of our budgetary 
expenditure this year, $700 million of that is as a result of the borrowings 


of the previous Government. 


"Tt is the $100 million for which this Government is responsible that consti- 
tutes the minor portion and this $700 million is a significant increase this 
year as a result of the borrowings of previous years which were rolled over 
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or deferred in 1978/79 and have now become due and therefore have to be met 
by this Government." 


Text of Opposition Criticism 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 7 Jan 83 pp 1, 14 


[Text] Criticism of the economic measures announced by the Prime Minister 
was made yesterday by the Opposition spokesman on finance, Mr. Seymour 
Mullings, in a statement which described the measures as "largely ineffectual 


and desperate." 


Mr. Mullings, who is Vice-President of the People's National Party, said the 
country was now faced with "a desperate survival programme." 


Following is the text of the statement: 


"The People's National Party views the presentation of Prime Minister Edward 
Seaga on Tuesday as an attempt to pass off the hardships the Jamaican people 
are now experiencing on the international recession without acknowledging any 
contribution from the Government's policies; and as a package of largely 
ineffectual and desperate measures aimed at reversing the consequences 
unleashed by these disastrous policies. 


"There are several consequences of the measures which the P.N.P. will be 
dealing with in a news conference on Tuesday, January 11. For the moment, 
however, there are some issues we would like to comment on. 


"Firstly, the move to involve the commercial banks in buying and selling of 
foreign currency admits and formalizes the devaluation of the Jamaican dollar 
that has been in effect for some time now. The measure will mean increased 
hardship to consumers since a wider range of items will now be financed 
through the commercial banks. Building materials, and therefore the price of 
houses will go up; the price of clothing will also increase plus a wide range 


of other items. 


"Secondly, with or without quotas, the involvement of the banks would leave 
the position for medium sized businessmen unchanged in terms of getting 
foreign exchange since they will still have to buy at high parallel market 


rates. 


"Any system which bases the rate at which foreign exchange can be purchased 
on competitive market forces discriminates against the small businessmen. 
Shifting these market forces from the street to legal commercial bank opera- 
tions does not change the consequences, because the small businessmen have 
less money. Furthermore, the quota system will not affect this, as it is 
how much money one has to purchase foreign currency. 


"In any case, the country needs to be told how the quota system will be 
operated. Will it not lead to an overbureaucratization of the same system 


the Government is committed to deregulate? 
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"Thirdly, the Government's decision to hold expenditures at 1982 levels is 
only a choice between who is going to get hurt--whether it is going to be the 
students, youth, the unemployed, the aged or the sick; or whether it is going 
to be public-sector and Local Government workers, who again will have to 
forego a reasonable wage increase and who are already burdened by the stag- 
gering price of rent and food caused by the Government's prices and rent 
decontrol policies. 


"Fourthly, while the incentives to exporters to ‘third’ countries, allowing 
them to retain 50% of export earnings, might increase earnings, it will do 
nothing to reverse the overwhelming import bias of the Government's 
de-regulation policy; and, in the final analysis, it is not the absolute 
increase in export earnings that is important but the relative increase in 
imports as against exports. 


"The international recession has undoubtedly contributed to the country's 
present problems but it is the style and substance of the Government 's 
policies and the sense of unrealism that it has encouraged that is mainly 
responsible. On the very day of his swearing-in, the Prime Minister pro- 
ceeded to disband the F.1I.U. and to legalise the black market in foreign 
exchange, thereby reducing the moral suasion against the siphoning-off of the 


country's scarce foreign exchange. 


"In April 1981 the Prime Minister made a number of unrealistic and bombastic 
projections, including increasing bauxite production to 18 million tons by 
1983 and doubling earnings from non-traditional exports over the same period 
despite the continuing recession. 


Impact on Basic Imports 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 7 Jan 83 pp 1, 14 


= HE IMPORTATION of basic food items, 


agricultural materials, petroleum and petro- 
ileum products, essential imports for the tourist 
sector, school books, drugs, infant feeds, certain 
service payments, public and private debt pay- 
ments, as well as raw materials imported by the 
amaica Commodity Trading Company, will not 
be affected by the new measures announced by 

the Prime Minister, the Rt. Hon Edward Seaga,. 
Ministry Paper No. 1 tabled — yesterday bearing the signature 

in the House of Representatives 


ot Prime Minister Seaga, listed in Parity of Jamaica Dollar Order, 
its Schedule various items and 1983, which was included in the 
transactions which will remain appendix to the Ministry Paper. 

under the official rate of J$1 to The Ordet said that while it remains 
LISS0.561349 as stated in The in torce the parity of the Jamaican 
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dollar for transactions as specified in the 
Schedule shall be One Jamaican dollar to 
_ -USS0.561349, which is the currént offi- 

— - Voom’ 4 a 

¢ Ministry Paper said that. tales 
oe cuttency by authorised dealery 
ror the following items and tranéactions - 
woes continge at the official tate. of 
exe Ramge: re ae 

Im of the following tis foods 
me, it flour, baking flour, corr 
meal, chickert necks and frozén . 
x oe ae produ ~ hwy 
muK a sity ets milk” . 
-pickled beef, canned sardines, canned 
ew to canned mackerel, pickled fish, 
pork tails, infant feeds, margarine and 


se herbicides, vaccines, medications, - 
planting mesertals, agriculrueal. hand 
tools, hatching eggs, animal feeds and 
bull mown ag si a i se ‘ ‘ 
_° Imports of petroleum and petroleum 
products, essennial medical on ges 
ceutical products, text -- foe 
schools, essential items for the. tourite ; 
industry, raw materials for the produc- 
tion ef cooking oil, detergents and : 


“Porchese of tareign cunvaacy bop a>’ 
urc | 
thorised dealers from the Government 
of Jamaica, exporters of bauxite and 
alumina, exporters of sugar and bar . 
nanas, in-bond shops, car remal enter 
prises, operators of horels, villas and- 
apartments, operators of , tour .and’ 
places of attraction primarily for the 
benefit of rourisss, and exporters tO 
CARICOM; | 

Purchase ot foreign currency by au- 
thorised dealers in relation to: proc 
of foreign loans; proceeeds of invest- 
ments from abroad; dividends and prof- 
its; interest; port disbursements; freight 
charges: internanonal communication 
charges; official transfers; 

Sales of foreign currency by autho- 
rised dealers for imports by the Govern- | 


ment of Jamaica for the of any 
Ministry or Department FOsrention, | 
and imports of cow materials by th 
Jamaica Commodity Trading ye al 
Sales of foreign currency by aut 

rised dealers for: business and other 
-ravel; passenger fares; fees; ion 
divid and profits; principal and ine - 
terest in respect of loans approved by | 
Bank of Jamaica; charter Mire; ports 


disbursements including freight; internas 
tional communication charges; official 
transfers; tourist fefunds; educational 
expenses; medical expenses; mainte. 
nance payments. 

The Ministry Paper said the Export 
Development Fund will play a critical 
role in the operation of the scheme and 
to this end steps are being taken te 
expand the resources of the Fund. 

Fur the purpose of the new incentive 
scheme which is being implemented to 
improve the profitability and external 
competitiveness of the non-traditional — 
export sector, a non-traditional exporter 
must be one who, on the basis of the 
criteria applied by the EDF, is eligible 
for access to the Fund’s résourtes and 
who exports or plans to export at least 
5% of total output during a 12-month 

Non-traditional é¢xporters to third» 
country markets who qualify undér the 
EDF criteria will receive, at the begin- | 
ning-of each calendar year, an allocation 
equivalent 16 50% of planned export 
earnings for the yéar, while exporters tO 
CARICOM ‘will continue to receive 


' 80% pf planned export proceeds. 


New nontraditional exportérs will 
be required to submit rheir export plans 


Mie EDP ater ‘host pos 


exporters will be allocated foreign ex 
change by. the EDF to cover impor 
required by their planned exports. These 
procedures apply whether or not _ 
new exporter is now producing exclus 
sively for the domestic market. ;: 

The Foreign Exchange Retention 
Scheme: for non-traditional exporters 
wilk be as follows: The exporters will 
retain 50% of hard-currency earnings; 
the amount retained will be denomi= 
nated in-the appropriate foreign ex-. 
change and will constitute a ftorei 
exchange claim by the exporter on the 
commercial bank; the claim will have 
automati¢ access to import permits for 
approved products; the claim will be 
negotiable within 30 days of issue, 
thereafter it can-only be used by the 
holder; the market for the exchange of 
claims will be made by the commercial 
banks; and, rters.as well as produc- 
ers for the- domestic market will be 
eligible to purchase foreign exchange 
gerierated in this market. 

With the introduction of the Re- 








tained Export Earnings Scheme, all retained accounts operated by exporters 
will be phased out. 
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The commercial banks will be operating two markets--one at the official rate 
of exchange and the other at the parallel market rate determined by demand 
and supply. In the official market, the banks will be operating as agents 
of the Bank of Jamaica, while in the parallel market they will be operating 


as principals. 


Certain designated earners of foreign exchange will be required to surrender 
their earnings at the official rate and will be subject to monitoring by the 
Bank of Jamaica. These include: bauxite/alumina, sugar, bananas, hotels, 
in-bond shops, rent-a-car agencies and tour operators. 


All purchases and sales of foreign exchange in respect of transactions not 
listed in the Schedule to the Ministry Paper will take place in the parallel 
market rate. The principal transactions in this category include non-essential 
consumer goods (including those from CARICOM), raw materials and capital 

goods for use by industries producing for the domestic market and construc- 
tion materials other than those imported under special facilities such as 

the Rehabilitation Fund loan from the IADB. 


The Ministry Paper said that it has been estimated that, of the total import 
budget, approximately 78% will be imported at the official rate of exchange 
and 22% of the parallel market rate. 


The supply of funds to the formalised parallel market is expected to come from 
the following sources: proceeds of the 50% of export receipts retained by 
non-traditional exporters; the funds from certain lines of credit operated by 
the Jamaica Export Credit Insurance Corporation, a BOJ subsidiary; certain 
foreign exchange flows which are not amenable to effective monitoring by the 
Bank of Jamaica; capital funds which might be attracted to Jamaica as a 

result of a more orderly mechanism in the parallel market. 


Persons wishing to purchase foreign exchange from the parallel market will 

get automatic approval as long as the goods are not on the restricted list and 
the required imports are within quota allocations. Service payments through 
this market can be made only against approvals given by the Exchange Control 
Department of the Bank of Jamaica. 


The Ministry Paper said that the introduction of the Export Incentive Scheme 
and Formalised Parallel Market will lead to further leakages of foreign 
exchange from the official market, and steps are being taken to strengthen 
existing measures and to introduce new ones in order to capture the maximum 
foreign exchange for the official market. 


Importers who have access to the official market will be required to seek 
approval from the Trade Board for importation of gaods and will be provided 
with import permits which will enable them to clear such goods through the 
Customs and to secure payment from the Bank of Jamaica. These permits will 
indicate, along with other relevant data, the schedule of payments, and will 
be countersigned by the Bank of Jamaica. 


A new and simplified form for the import permit will replace the existing 
import licence application form. 
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Procedures which will apply to importers who are making payment through the 
parallel market are: 


The importer will secure through the commercial bank an undertaking that the 
necessary funds will be available at the time required. This undertaking 
will be given in writing on a specified form which will be signed by two 
senior officers of the Bank of Jamaica. 


The importer will present this undertaking through his commercial bank to the 
Trade Board and approval for importation will be granted automatically, 
provided that the required imports are not on the restricted list and fit 
into the importer's quota allocation. Applications for importation of items 
on the restricted list will be processed by the relevant committee of the 


Trade Board. 


After securing the necessary permits from the Trade Board, the importer will 
return to his commercial bank to finalise arrangements for the importation of 
the goods. 


Payment for imports in the parallel market will have to meet the documenta- 
tion requirements set out in the circular dated July 18 1979 entitled "Pay- 
ments for Imports--Instructions to Banks, Customs Brokers and Custom Offi- 


cers"; 


The import permit provided by the Trade Board will also serve the purpose of 
clearing goods through the Customs. 


Imports from CARICOM, except those designated as qualifying for official mar- 
ket treatment, will be transacted at the parallel market rate of exchange. 
These transactions will continue to be settled by the BOJ through the 

CARICOM Multilateral Clearing Facility. 


The new import and payment regime will come into effect on January, 10 1983. 
All imports cleared through the Customs before this date will be at the 
official rate of exchange. 


CSO: 3298/304 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


BRIEFS 


BULGARIAN AMBASSADOR VISITS SENATE--Mexico City, 24 Jan (NOTIMEX)--In Mexico 
it is essential to give extensive and serious consideration to the indus- 
trialization of agricultural products and to being an exporting country, 

the leader of the republic's Senate has warned. At the Senate, its presi- 
dent, Miguel Gonzalex Avelar, today welcomed Bulzarian Ambassador to Mexico 
Lyuben Avramov, with whim he commented that the cultural, technical and 
commercial exchanges existing between the nations have had good results. 

For his part, the Bulgarian diplomat invited the senators to attend the next 
meeting of Bulgaria's National Assembly. Likewise, he proposed that 
exchanges at all levels between the two nations be increased, [Text] 
[FL242239 Mexico City NOTIMEX in Spanish 2050 GMT 24 Jan 83] 


CSO: 3248/453 
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COUNTRY SECTION MONTSERRAT 


PDP LEADER LAUNCHES ELECTORAL CAMPAIGN 
FL210250 Bridgetown CANA in English 2303 GMT 20 Jan 83 


[Text] Plymouth, Montserrat, 20 Jan (CANA)--This island's former chief 
minister, Austin Bramble, who is also leader of the Progressive Democratic 
Party (PDO), tonight launches his party's campaign in the run-up to general 
elections, which are constitutionally due by 21 February 1984 in the 
British colony. 


In the last general elections held in November 1979, Mr Bramble failed to 
win a seat. All seven went to John Osbourne's People’ s Liberation Movement. 


Asked whether launching of his campaign was linked to speculation that the 
government was considering an early general election, Mr Bramble said: 
"While we are going out (to meet the public) the timing is in government 's 


hands." 


Mr Bramble, in his meeting here tonight, is expected to look at the island's 
current economic situation, which he says "is not very healthy." 


"Given the world situation Montserrat must take serious steps now, or we 
could be in for a long period in the doldrums," he said. 


The forthcoming ele<tions could be a three-way fight. 
Late last year Dr George Irish, head of this island's most powerful trade 


union--the Montserrat Allied Workers Union--launched a new party, the 
"United National Front." He said it would contest all seven seats at 


stake in the next elections. 


CSO: 3298/1188 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


FDN PRESENTS ‘PEACE PROPOSAL’ TO GOVERNMENT 


PA191843 Guatemala City Radio-Television Guatemala in Spanish 0400 GMT 
18 Jan 83 


[Text] The Nicaraguan Democratic Front [FDN] has presented a peace proposal 
to the Sandinist government, giving the Nicaraguan authorities 15 days as 
of 13 January to respond. 


According to FDN spokesmen, the proposal responds to the growing economic 
and social crisis in Nicaragua, which the FDN document states is leading 

the country to yet another fratricidal war. The FDN initiative offers an 
end to the paramilitary operations the organization claims to be staging 

in Nicaragua in exchange for compliance by the Sandinist government with 

the 12 points contained in the proposal. 


An FDN leader made the following statement, noting the organization's offer 
to lay down its arms in exchange for acceptance of the proposals: 


[Begin recording] We believe it is still possible to attain the Nicaraguan 
revolution's original objectives--genuine pluralism and democratic freedom-- 
peacefully, without the use of arms. The FDN would agree to an immediate 
end to all of its paramilitary defensive actions in Nicaragua if the 
Sandinist government actually meets--and this should be ensured by the OAS-- 
the following points, which comprise the basic rights of all free people, 

or which will restore those rights that have been violated. [End recording] 


The FDN leader then listed the points contained in the pace proposal, 
including the declaration of a general amnesty, an end to religious perse- 
cution, the expulsion of foreigners involved in public activity and an 

end to censorship: 


[Begin recording] 1. A general amnesty must be declared. 


2. The national emergency law, which is tantamount to the imposition of a 
state of siege on the Nicaraguan people, must be repealed immediaicly. 


3. All Nicaraguans must be repatriated, with their rights as citizens 
fully guaranteed. 
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4. All laws that abridge human, civil or social rights must be annulled 
and all repressive institutions must be disbanded. 


5. All religious persecution must be immediately ended. 


6. The internationalists who are involved in public activity, including 
those nationalized Nicaraguans who received citizenship after 19 July 1979, 


must be expelled. 


7. The current Sandinist Army and police corps, which are nothing but 
armed instruments that serve the FSLN, must be replaced with a truly non- 
partisan army and police force, while the militias and other intimidating 
and repressive groups, including the Sandinist defense committees, must be 


dissolved. 


8. A parity of armed forces in the area must be established and peace must 
be guaranteed through a drastic reduction in the disproportionate number 

of arms obtained by the Sandinists, a fact that has had a harsh impact on 
the nation's human and economic resources. 


9. The country's public administration must be immediately and effectively 
separated from all political and ideological activity. 


10. Freedom of expression and freedom of the press must be established, 
along with an end to all kinds of censorship and to state control of the 


media. 


11. The persecution and systematic extermination of the peasants and 
Misquitos must be halted. 


12. Free and honest elections for a national constituent assembly must be 
held before September 1983, under the supervision of a respected international 
organization like the OAS. [End recording] 


The FDN spokesman then called on the Sandinist government to admit that 
the nation's current crisis is the result of domestic problems and that the 
government must be reorganized to ensure the reconstruction of Nicaragua and 


stability in Central America. 


The FDN document also expresses the organization's approval of the proposal 
submitted some months ago by Honduran President Roberto Suazo Cordova on 
resolving the Central American crisis, while branding the Sandinists' 
repeated charges against the Honduran Government as slander. 


Another FDN member accuses the Nicaraguan regime of having failed to comply 
with all the points of the 23 June 1969 resolution issued by the 17th OAS 


foreign ministerial conference meeting. 


[Begin recording] The resolution demands: 


l. The immediate and definite replacement of the Somozist regime. 
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2. Installation of a democratic government in Nicaragua that includes the 
main groups opposing Somoza's regime and that reflects the Nicaraguan people's 


free will. 


3. Guaranteed respect for the human rights of all Nicaraguans, without 
exception. 


4. Free elections as soon as possible to establish an authentic democratic 
government that will guarantee peace, freedom and justice. 


Of these four points, only the first has been fulfilled. The others have 
not been complied with, despite the commitment made by the Government of 
National Reconstruction in its plan to achieve peace, which it holds was 
based on the 23 June 1967 resolution issued by the 17th OAS foreign 
ministerial meeting. This fact is the basic cause of the Nicaraguan 
conflict, which is the immediate and primary reason for the current crisis 
in Central America. [End recording] 


Finally, the second FDN spokesman referred to the charge leveled by the 
majority of the Nicaraguan political parties that the Sandinist government 
has not complied with the primary aspects of the original June 1979 govern- 


ment plan. 


[Begin recording] We are in complete agreement with the peace offensive 
launched by the Nicaraguan Democratic Conservative Party, which was revealed 
in a letter dated 8 November 1982 and addressed to the presidents of Mexico 
and Venezuela, and with the reiterated denunciations by the Democratic 
Conservative Party and other democratic parties that the Nicaraguan Govern- 
ment has not complied with the concepts contained in the original June 1979 
government plan and the fundamental statute, which were all part of the 


plan to achieve peace. 


These demands, however, were never heeded by the Sandinist government. 


Similarly, we sympathize with the recent efforts of the foreign ministers 
of Colombia, Mexico, Venezuela and Panama. We regret, however, that 
although they called for negotiations among the opposing groups in the 
Salvadoran conflict, they ignored the great Nicaraguan majorities, which 
disagree with the Sandinist government and are already resorting to armed 
struggle to establish a genuinely pluralist government in Nicaragua, 

which can put the original democratic program of the Nicaraguan revolution 


into effect. [End recording] 


CSO: 3248/451 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


EMBASSY IN PANAMA DENOUNCES "BIG PINE’ MANEUVERS 
PA220447 Panama City LA PRENSA in Spanish 21 Jan 83 pl 


[Article by Vladimir Sandoval ] 


[Text] The Nicaraguan Embassy in Panama has denounced as "another provoca- 
tion" the announced joint military maneuvers of the Honduran and U.S. 


armed forces. 


The maneuvers planned by the United States and Honduras will take place 
1-6 February 1983 and will include the mobilization of some 7,000 troops 


from both nations. 


The communique issued by the Nicaraguan Embassy points out that these joint 
military maneuvers are aimed at intimidating the Nicaraguan people and 
giving support and encouragement to the criminal former Somozist guards 
established in Honduras. These former Somozists have killed 29 people, 
mostly youths and children, and have kidnapped and wounded dozens of 
Nicaraguans [no time period specified]. 


The communique mentions that the maneuvers are also being held with the 
intention of preparing the conditions to carry out even greater "acts of 
aggression" than those previously perpetrated against the stability of 


Nicaragua. 


The communique indicates that U.S. Secretary of State George P. Shultz 
still has not answered the note sent by the Nicaraguan Foreign Ministry, 
blaming the Reagan administration for all the crimes against defenseless 
citizens who are solely and exclusively dedicated to the task of rebuilding 


and defending their homeland. 


Finally, the communique points out that Nicaragua again makes a new call 
to reason, and to abandon the use of threats or force. It invites the 
U.S. Government to a frank dialogue without conditions, to avoid a confla- 
gration and achieve peace in Central America. 


CSO: 3248/451 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


INDIAN MINISTER RAO ON ‘MANAGUA COMMUNIQUE’ 
PA212025 Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 17 Jan 83 p 2 


[Interview with Indian Foreign Minister Narashimha Rao during his visit 
to Nicaragua for the meeting of the Nonaligned Coordinating Bureau--place 


and date not given] 


[Text] [Question] The "Managua communique" has several paragraphs in 
which tie ministers support the initiatives for dialogue and negotiation 
such as the ones presented by Nicaragua, Mexico, Venezuela and others. 
These initiatives are aimed at the peaceful resolution of the serious 
conflicts in Central America. Do you believe that in the future the 
Nonaligned Movement will have a better opportunity to contribute to the 
establishment of peace in this region? 


[Answer] The Nonaligned Movement has always favored dialogue and discussion 
to peacefully solve all quarrels and conflicts. Therefore, it is not at 

all surprising that the communique agreed upon by the movement should 
support the various initiatives for dialogue and negotiation. 


Undoubtedly, it is our hope that the call we have made for constructive 
dialogue to solve the problems of this region will stimulate a positive 


step in that direction. 


[Question] What ways of following the problems discussed here and what 
participation by the Nonaligned Movement in the problems of Latin America 
and the Caribbean can we expect following this extraordinary meeting? 


[Answer] As a result of this meeting, the movement has a better under- 
standing of the Latin American situation. The fact that this meeting 
attracted the large participation of movement members, including so many 
ministers, demonstrates the movement's interest in the stability and 
future progress of this region. I hope that the members of the movement 
will keep a closer watch on what happens in this region during the next 
few months. 


[Question] Before and during the meeting we learned of certain direct and 
indirect pressures by the U.S. Government, such as the manipulation of 
information by some agencies in an effort to divert the course of the 
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meeting from its main objectives, to provoke divisions within the heart of 
the movement. How do you evaluate the results of these pressures and the 
manner in which the movement responded as a whole? 


[Answer] We are aware of the fact that the movement is the subject of 
several foreign pressures. Anyway, the nonaligned countries are aware of 
the danger that this creates for the movement's unity. The movement has 
always steered clear of the rivalry between the great powers and the 
conflicts of the political blocs. I am convinced that we have emerged from 
this extraordinary meeting with a renewed spirit of solidarity. 


[Question] As host of the seventh nonaligned summit meeting, what contri- 
bution: can be derived from this meeting for the summit and particularly, 
what roie does Nicaragua play within the Nonaligned Movement? 


[Answer] For years the role of the Latin American and Caribbean countries 
within our movement has been constantly growing. They have enriched our 
movement with their dynamic contribution. I am sure that they will parti- 
cipate in the complete strengthening of the seventh summit meeting in New 
Delhi and we predict that they will significantly contribute to the success 
of the meeting. Nicaragua's place and its role in the movement are very 
positive. We were pleased to welcome free Nicaragua at the Havana summit 
and we rejoice in the progress it has achieved in consolidation and national 


reconstruction. 


[Question] In the area of bilateral relations between Nicaragua and India, 
how would you evaluate the various contacts and meetings between your 
delegation and the Nicaraguan leaders? 


[Answer] I have been privileged to meet with your dynamic leader, Commander 
Daniel Ortega, coordinator of the junta of the Government of National 
Reconstruction. I have had the opportunity for a friendly and fruitful 
exchange of opinions with him. I have also met with my esteemed colleague, 
Nicaraguan Foreign Minister Father Miguel d'Escoto. The public cultural 
event we attended on 12 January offered us a panorama of the people of 
Nicaragua, their life and achievements, hopes and aspirations. 


India extends its hand of friendship and cooperation to Nicaragua. We are 
readv to help in Nicaragua's efforts for development in any way possible. 


The two governments discussed specific ideas and the appropriate actions 
to be taken in this matter. 


CSO: 3248/451 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


BRIEFS 


WEST GERMAN AID--The FRG announced on 29 December that it has granted 

$6 million for Nicaragua's reconstruction process and promised continued 
financial support for this country. In the last 3 years, the FRG has 
granted $65 million in aid to the Nicaraguan Government. [PA051619 Managua 


BARRICADA in Spanish 30 Dec 82 p 1] 


NEW EXCHANGE RATE--The Nicaraguan Government has established a parallel 
exchange rate of 28.50 cordobas per dollar, in addition to the official 
rate of 10 cordobas per dollar, in an effort to attract tourist dollars. 
The measure has had the effect of tripling the price of airline tickets 
for those who travel abroad. In addition, the Central Bank decree says 
that foreigners must pay for their airline tickets and hotel bills in 
dollars. [PA051619 Buenos Aires LATIN in Spanish 1917 GMT 4 Jan 83] 


CSO: 3248/451 


121 





COUNTRY SECTION ST KITTS-NEVIS 


SIMMONDS HOLIDAY MESSAGE EYES ECONOMY, INDEPENDENCE 





Priorities for ‘83 
Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 3 Jan 83 p 3 


[Text ] BASSETERRE, St. Kitts, cultural well being of citizens. 
Sunday (CANA) — Premier ‘“‘In the past, icultural 

Dr. Kennedy Simmonds, who development cen ex- 

is taking St. Kitts-Nevis into cessively on the sugar in- 

independence in September, dustry,’ he said, ‘(but) up to 

today said his government now, the sugar industry 

would be tackling Nevis’ remains plagued by the 

water .and__ agricultural current low prices as a result 
oblems while outlining of worldwide economic un- 


aspects of his economic 
priorities this year. 

In a radio and television new 
year message, Dr. Simmonds 
said if independence was to 
mean a better life for the 
country, it would call for the 
involvement of the productive 
and creative energies of all 
segments of the 9 

-twin-island itish 
associated state will become 
independent in September. — 

Premier Simmonds said his 
government’s _four-pronged 
plan of action envisages the 
promotion of tourism, the 
expansion of light industry, 
the. diversification 
agriculture anc! the promotion 

the educational, social and 


certainty over which we have 
no control.” 


He added: ‘One of the spin- 
offs of our new independent 
status will be our eligibility to 


join with the other sugar- 
producing nations of the 
African-Caribbean and 
Pacific states. This ACP 
membership will equip us to 
be better able to adjust to 
problems of securing im- 
provements in the sugar 
situation,”’ 

Dr. Simmonds said that his 
government was setting and 
refining long-term goals in 
agriculture with the 


of assistance of the United 


Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP). 


Independence Considerations 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 3 Jan 83 p ll 


[Text] Basseterre, St. Kitts, Dec. 21: 


The St. Kitts-Nevis Government will set up a commission to supervise elec- 
tions in the twin-island British Associated state after the country becomes 
independent next September, Premier Kennedy Simmonds has announced. 


In a radio and television address following his return from talks on the 
planned independence held in Britain, the Premier said the electoral com- 
missic was one of the things agreed upon. 
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The body "would go a long way toward establishing greater confidence in the 
electoral process," he said. 


Dr. Simmonds also said that there would be "changes in the method of setting 
up of the boundaries commission," but he did not elaborate. 


The Premier said one proposal advanced in London by the Opposition St. 
Kitts-Nevis Labour Party was the inclusion of the right to work in the 


Constitution. 


Dr. Simmonds said Britain's constitutional adviser, Dr. William Herbert 
pointed out that "a right to work which was found mainly in the Eastern 
European and Soviet Bloc countries, was also accompanied by an implication of 
a duty to work, and that, carried to its logical conclusion, sometimes 
resulted in the provision for enforced labour." 


Dr. Simmonds said his government was satisfied "that the rights of workers 
could be and are being properly looked after in the establishment of a Labour 
Code, by legislation and provisions for protection of workers’ rights through 


collective bargaining." 


The Labour Party is against independence for St. Kitts-Nevis before elections 
are held in the state. Party leader Lee More walked out of the London 
talks saying the British meeting was just to rubber stamp the ruling party's 


plans. 


On the matter of the setting up of a Parliamentary Integrity Commission the 
Premier said his government felt it would be inappropriate to begin the move 
toward independence by setting up a multiplicity of institutions which would 


have to be funded. 


The same position was taken in relation to setting up the office of 
Ombudsman. 


Dr. Simmonds said his delegation had also discussed with the British the 
question of aid for St. Kitts-Nevis after independence. 


He said no final figure was yet agreed on, and there would be further dis- 
cussions. 


On the timing of independence, Dr. Simmonds said: “Agreement was reached 
with the British Government that subject to the satisfactory conclusion of 
the necessary processes and consultations, September 1983 would be inde- 


pendence for this state." 


Dr. Simmonds stated that one of the processes to be completed before the date 
was set was a full debate on the draft constitution in the House of Assembly 


here. 


The issue of independence would also have to be debated in the British 
Parliament, he said. 


CSO: 3298/307 
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ee 


COUNTRY SECTION ST LUCIA 


BRIEFS 


DIPLOMATIC TIES WITH DENMARK--The Governments of Saint Lucia and Denmark have 
agreed to establish diplomatic relations. The move follows the exchange of 
notes through the respective missions in London on December 20. A Foreign 
Ministry statement here said that the establishment of formal relations had 
been made with the desire to strengthen friendship and cooperation between 
the two countries. [Text] [Castries THE WEEKEND VOICE in English 30 Dec 82 


p 1) 


CsO: 3298/309 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


ST VINCENT 


TRADE UNION SITUATION PROMPTS GOVERNMENT INVESTIGATION 


Ministry Meeting 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 5 Jan 83 p 3 


[Text ] 


KINGSTOWN, St. Vincent, 
Tuesday (CANA) — The St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines 
Government is trying to 
determine how many of the 
country’s trade unions are 
really functioning. 

Acting Labour Com- 
missioner Geoffrey Venner 
said more than 17 trade unions 
had been registered with the 


Registrar of Trade Unions 
over the years, but that he was 
aware oi only about four or 
five which were really func- 
tioning. 

In some cases, he said, the 
persons who registered some 
of the unions were currently 
abroad. 

Mr. Venner said _ his. 
department had invited about 


Demise of Union 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 29 Dec 


[Text ] 


Union Recognition Issue 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 4 Jan 83 p 3 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


KINGSTOWN, St. Vincent, 
Monday '(CANA) — A local 
union, the National Workers 
Movement (NWM), has ex- 

ressed concern over the 
ailure of the St. Vincent 
Electricity Services 
(VINLEC) to recognise it as 
the bargaining unit 
electricity workers. 


3298/308 


for ’ 


The union said the com- 
pany’s management was 
dragging its feet on the issue. 

The St. Vincent Workers 
Union (SWU), which 
previously represented 
workers at VINLEC, was 
_— at year-end, when 

contract between 
and the SWU ex- 
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nine trade unions to a meeting 
here today; to determine 
which. of them were still in 
operation. . 


He said today’s discussions 
would form a basis for him to 
advise the registrar as to 
which unions should be struck 
off from the register. 


Last week, SWU president 
Patrick Da Silva said the 
union had been dissolved 
because its younger members 
felt ‘‘it had done its time and 
outlived its usefullness,’’ but 
the NWM charged that the 
SWU was (forced into 
dissolution because more than 
two-thirds of its members had 
resigned and joined the NWM 
since 1979. 











COUNTRY SECTION ST VINCENT 


BRIEFS 


NEW OPPOSITION SENATORS--Kingstown, Wed., (Cana): Leader of the Opposition 
in St. Vincent and The Grenadines, James Mitchell, has named retired inspector 
of police, St. Clair Robinson, and farmer-businessman, Julian Boyea, as new 
Opposition senators here. They replaced Bertram, "Babaps" Young and Verold 
Hadaway, who resigned in August and October respectively. Both Mr. Young 

and Mr. Hadaway had been appointed on the advice of former Leader of the 
Opposition here, Randolph Russel, shortly before Opposition parliamentarian, 
Calder Williams, withdrew his support for Mr. Russell, resulting in Mr. 
Mitchell's appointment as Leader of the Opposition. Robinson and Boyea have 
now brought to ten, the number of Opposition senators to have been named 

here since the country's last general election, three years ago. One of 
them, Lester Bacchus, was not actually appointed a senator, because of a 
technicality over his retirement from the police force. The Constitution of 
St. Vincent and the Grenadines provides for the appointment of six senators-— 
four on the advice of the Prime Minister, and two on the advice of the Leader 
of the Opposition. [Text] [Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 


30 Dec 82 p 5] 


OPPOSITION CHRISTMAS MESSAGE--Kingstown, Tues., (Cana) Opposition Leader, 
James Mitchell, in a Christmas message broadcast by the State-owned Radio 
St-Vincent and The Grenadines, has hit out at what he termed "the creeping 
abuse of freedom of speech and the right to be a registered voter." Mr. 
Mitchell, one of three Opposition parliamentarians here, declared: “We are 
in a situation where morality in public affairs is diminishing, and it 
appears as though we are descending the spiral staircase that downwards lead 
to disaster." [as published] A former Premier of the State, between 1972 
and 1974, Mr. Mitchell said he was not entirely satisfied that in the light 
of international economic recession, St. Vincent and The Grenadines was doing 
as well as it should to cope with the situation. [Text] [Port-of-Spain 


TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 29 Dec 82 p 5] 


FARMERS' DIFFICULTIES--Kingstown, St. Vincent, Monday, (CANA)--The Minister 

of Trade and Agriculture of St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Vincent Beache, 
has predicted a difficult year for farmers unless they diversity their 
production and accepted lower prices for their produce. He noted the problems 
which the country faced in marketing its sweet potatoes, eddoes and arrowroot 
starch, and pointed out the adverse effects that the fall in the exchange 

rate of the pound sterling was having on the vital banana industry. "I think 
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1983 is not going to be an easy year," he declared. Mr. Beache urged farmers 
to diversify their agricultural production, to plant crops that could sell 
easily and would not cause severe financial strain on them if they were 
forced to accept lower prices for their produce. He said that until farmers 
were in a position to increase production as well as to drop the price of 
their produce so that it could become competitive the problems of marketing 
would persist. Mr. Beache added: "I know we have constraints in communica- 
tion and transportation and so on, but once the price is right then you 
start bargaining and this can be overcome. We have to diversify in crops 
which can sell easily, crops that we can reduce the price of and therefore 
make ourselves competitive." [Text] [Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 


4 Jan 83 p 3] 


DECLINE IN TOURISM--Kingstown, St. Vincent--St Vincent and the Grenadines 
recorded a 2.5 percent decline in tourist arrivals for the first 11 months 

of last year compared to the same period in 1981, according to the Depart- 
ment of Tourism. Some 42 808 visitors came to St. Vincent and the Grenadines 
between January and November compared to 43 821 for the same period in 1981. 
The figures however showed that more tourists arrived here during the months 
of May, June, July, August and September 1982 than for the same months in 
1981. During the 1982/84 winter season, some 16 tourist ships are scheduled 
to make 41 calls to St. Vincent itself, and to Bequia, Prune Island and 

Union Island in the Grenadines. (CANA) [Text] [Bridgetown THE NATION in 


English 5 Jan 83 p 7] 


CSO: 3298/308 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


TEXT OF NEW YEAR'S MESSAGE FROM OPPOSITION ONR CHAIRMAN 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 4 Jan 83 p 3 


[Text ] 


WHY CAN’T DEWD 
workers demand that 
their time and talent 
be utilised for building 
house’ on State lands 
their .wn houses — 
rather than clearin 

the same area 0 
weeds ? 

Why can’t DEWD workers 
in agricultura: areas 
demand that they be paid 
existing DEWD rates to 
work the estates and farms 
to feed the nation? 

These questioned were 
asked by Mr. Roy Augustus, 
Chairman of the Organisa- 
tion for National Recon- 
struction (ONR) in a New 
Year message. 

The message: 

“The Righteous considers 
the poor.” 

Nearly two thousand 
years ago the world’s dark- 
ness was illuminated with 
the birth, in humble sur- 
roundings, of a child calle 
Jesus. . 

The message brought by 
this divine infant was one of 
love and care for our fellow 
man. 

We, the Organisation for 
National Reconstruction, 
wish to use the celebration 
of this anniversary of His 
birth as an occasion for re- 
awakening the spirit of 
love, car and service inour 
nation. 

_The twin demons of infla- 
tion and recession along 
with their attendant devils 
of unemployment and 
escalating cost of living 
seem enough to intimidate 
the strongest of hearts, yet 
we wish to remind all that 


| sony my going gets tough 
se tough g \ 

The effects of the recent- 
ly-delivered Budget have 
been felt immediately by 
the consumer and more par- 
ticularly by the poor man. 
Let us not fool ourselves in- 
to believing that things will 
soon get better. Be assured 
that matters wil! continue 
to get worse in the months 
ahead. We say this, not to 
incite any panic among our 
citizens; neither do we wish 
to assume the mantle of 
prophets of doom and 
gloom. Our aim is to pre- 
pare the public at large for 
the battle ahead — the 
battle for survival — the 
battle for equal and 
judicious distribution of our 
country’s resources — the 
battle for prudent 
management of our 
economy. 


STEM THE TIDE 


We in the O.N.R. are con- 
vinced that in our citizenry 
lie the resourcefulness, the 
resilience and the ability to 
stem the tide. 

This brings us to the ques- 
tion of productivity, a 
commodity which is fast 
becoming ‘‘an endangered 
species’. Of course, the 
poor worker has been made 
to appear as the scapegoat 
in the process. Yet we 
refuse to believe that a 
people, out of whose ranks 
came the only musical in- 
vention of the 20th century 
could be classified as non- 
productive. A people that 
can churn out world-class 
material in_ sport, 
academics, and the arts in 
spite of sub-standard 
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and/or non-existent 
training facilities can never 
be described as laissez-faire. 

The skills, ideas, innova- 
tions and man-hours all 
inherent in our Carnival 
productions, in the main, 
emanate from our working 
class. The potential is 
there. Evidently the evil of 
low productivity has its 
roots elsewhere. 

The managers have failed 
the masses.Themasses must 
now mobiliseé:Whycan't 
D.E.W.D workers demand 
that their time and talents 
be utilised for building 
houses on State-lands — 
their own houses-rather 
than clearing the same area 
of weeds each day? Wh 
can’t D.E.W.D. workers in 
agricultural areas demand 
that they be paid existing 
D.E.W.D. rates to work the 
estates and farms to feed 
the naticn? ‘ 

Who spoke to the taxi- 
drivers before saddling 
them with those crippling 
measures contained in the 
Budget? The time has 
come, therefore, when the 
worker must cease accept- 
ing blame with docility. He 
must —y being held hos- 
tage by the inefficiencies of 
een ae me He must stop 
articulating the problems 
and his solutions at the 
street corners. He must 
begin to unite at the work- 
place and by dint of dili- 

ence and persuasion effect 
the policy changes so neces- . 
sary to improve the effi- 
ciency of the operation. 


STOCK TAKING 


Our message to you dear 
citizens is one of stock 








CSO: 


taking. Your civic duty does 
not end, but rather 
BEGINS with your vote. 
Our exhortation to the 
worker to demand respons- 
ible participation in man- 
agement of the industries 
must apply equally as well 
to the citizen, who must be 
ever vigilant in as 
the management of the af- 
fairs of State in an effort to 
harness and curb the ex- 
travagance of the holders of 
our purse strings. Remem- 


ber the governed actually 
are employers of the 
governors. 

To all our party collea- 
gues we want to continue to 
remind you that your mem- 
bership in the O.N.R is a 
commitment to assist in 
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the all-round development 
of Trinidad and Tobago. 
You have pledged to ex- 
tend your energies, your 
abilities and your resources 
to this cause for you firmly 
believe that ‘‘Service is the 
rent you pay for the space 
you occupy on this earth.” 
We exhort you then to 
continue, if not double, your 
efforts in the on-going 
exercise of reconstruction. 


‘Extend your hand of 


assistance socially, spiritu- 
ally and, where possible ma- 
terially to your fellow man, 


particularly the Ro 
an 


‘infirm and disposses 


in a spirit filled with 
Christianity. 

Consider yourself a fila- 
ment in the beacon that is 
the O.N.R. and assist in 
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guiding the ship of state 
out of the present turbu- 
lent waters into the calm 
seas of social justice, fulfil- 
ment and individual pros- 


rity. 

Finally we extend warm 
greetings to all. We exhort 
you to be moderate in your 
consumption, we plead with 
you to be careful on the 
roads and we ask _ to 
spare more than a thought 
for the less fortunate 
among us. We move into a 
New Year with the firm 
resolve to continue to 
provide direction to our 
ple. May the blessings of the 

upreme Being be with all of 
you. 
ROY AUGUSTUS 

Chairman — Organisation 
for National Reconstruction. 


COUNTRY SECTION 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


UNIONS ASSURED GOV'T IS TACKLING INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 31 Dec 82 p 7 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


TRADE UNIONISTS 
breathed an air of relief 
when they heard Minister of 
Labour, ial Security and 
Co-operatives, Rep. Errol 
Mahabir revealed that 
amendments to the Indus- 
trial Relations Act (IRA) 
are about to be considered 
at the tripartite discus- 
sions. 


Mr Mahabir mentioned 
that the first piece of 
labour legislation in 1983 
will be one dealing with oc- 


cupational health and safe-. 


ty and that is expected to 
be given first reading in 
February. 


The minister called on the 
trade unions for their ad- 
vice and co-operation to 
build upon a foundation 
which has been built over 
the years. 

Mr Mahabir said it was in 
recognition of the need for 
“a and the usefulness 
of the dialogue that the 
tripartite discussions were 
initiated earlier this year. 


It was in that setting he 


ot Cabinet approval to al-. 


ow Dr. Zin Henry to chair 
the meetings at tripartite 
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level, and discuss problems 
affecting industrial rela- 
tions which he could iden- 
a solutions pres- 
cribed. 
Touching on the question 
of industrial relations, Mr 
Mahabir indicated that in 
1983 his ministry will con- 
tinue to dedicate itself to 


the improvement of labour 
relations. 


He said that four new 
labour officers are to be a 
pointed soon, increasing the 
manpower at the offices. _ 

He emphasised that in- 
dustrial relations would 
only be improved only if 
there is a level of commit- 
ment from all parties en- 
gaged in industrial rela- 

8. 


Mr Mahabir urged em- 
ployers and the labour 
movement to adopt less 
rigid attitudes in matters 
which came before the 
ministry. 

He called upon them to 
have the courage to accept 
solutions prepared by the 
conciliator rather than 
ocert the course : navens 
ecisions imposed by the In- 
dustrial Court. 





COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


PAPER CALLS FOR GOV'T TO HALT ‘COMIC OPERA’ IN CITY COUNCIL 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 3 Jan 83 p 6 


[Editorial] 


[Text] The chaotic state of affairs now existing in the Port-of-Spain City 
Council must be cause for general concern over the future administration of 
the nation's capital. It should also raise anew the whole question of the 
role and relevance of the municipalities and other local government bodies 

in the context of decentralisation which Prime Minister Chambers has declared 
as one of the policy objectives of his administration. 


It must be no coincidence that the decline in the authority, stature and 
enterprise of the Council--now certainly at its lowest point--has run 
parallel with the irreversible deterioration of Port-of-Spain from a city 

of some charm and grace to one of the foulest and most repulsive municipali- 


ties in the Caribbean. 


Tenacious 


Evidence of the failure of the Council is everywhere to be seen--in the city's 
filthy streets, its downtown pavements cluttered with venders as tenacious 

as barnacles, the proliferation of unsightly shacks in the city's commercial 
centre including the smelly and obnoxious slum very aptly called "The Drag." 


Now another crisis in the Council's administration induces a new feeling of 
hopelessness in the hearts of those who still dream about a cleaner and more 
beautiful city. The whole machinery of the Council appears to be grinding 
to a halt because of the internecine squabbles between the "city fathers" 
and the executive arm of the Council. 


Matters have reached such a sorry pass that last month's statutory meeting 
had to be postponed because there was no quorum, something almost unheard 
of in the council's history. Mayor Neehall, central figure in this comic- 
opera scenario, bewails not only the lack of authority "enjoyed" by his 
office but also the studied non-cooperation of certain quarters in the Cor- 
poration and also the Central Government. 


Mayor Neehall makes the serious charge that recommendations made by the 
Council to the Central Government concerning the problem of venders and 
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the landscaping and beautification of parks and public places have all gone 
by the wayside. 


And, as the ultimate indignity he has suffered, the Mayor related how he 
went cap-in-hand to ask for $17,000 from a government minister to finance 
some council business only to be told that his council had just been given 
the tidy sum of $10 million. 


Environment 


There are those, of course, for whom the goings-on of the Council provides 
nothing more than a variety of maudlin entertainment. But the price that 
dwellers and workers in the city have to pay for this kind of rigmarole is 
too depreesing for us to take that cynically hopeless view. 


It is true that the powers of the City Council have been severely emasculated 
over the years, but the sanitation, the quality of the city's environment 

and the problem of venders are still its entire responsibility and we think 
the Council should be made to discharge them with utmost vigour, without 


fear or favour. 


We strongly deplore reports reaching us that for political reasons the hand 
of the Council in dealing with these matters is conveniently tied up by the 
powers above. We remember a few years ago the intervention of the late Prime 
Minister who gave permission for the formation of a disgraceful "mall" by 
venders on Frederick Street and the public outcry it provoked. 


We call upon the Government to take positive action to put the affairs of 
the Port-of-Spain City Council in order and we hope that the meeting of 
the executive and councillors with the Minister tomorrow will see the begin- 


ning of this effort. 


CsO: 3298/311 
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COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


SENATE DEBATES GOV'T-PROPOSED BUDGET FOR COMING YEAR 


Jacelon on Borrowing Restrictions 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 29 Dec 82 pl 


[Article by Norris Solomon] 


[Text] The World Bank is seeking to make Trinidad and Tobago a lender to 
the Bank instead of a borrower. 


This was stated by Senator Anthony Jacelon, Minister in the Ministry of 
Finance, yesterday when the Budget Debate began in the Senate. 


Borrowing from the private international market would be on more difficult 
terms too, he said. 


Senator Jacelon said that in addition to constraints in the private interna- 
tional capital market, Trinidad and Tobago, because of its relatively 
favourable economic situation, would not find it particularly easy to 

obtain funds for project or programme loans from the international lending 


agencies. 


He said now, more than ever, there was need for such support if effective 
adjustment policies were to be introduced and sustained. 


The minister said: "Trinidad and Tobago has already been put on notice by 
the World Bank that it is a candidate for the so-called "graduation process’ 
which is designed to make this country a net lender to, instead of a borrower 


from, that institution." 


More Difficult 


He pointed out that during the 1970s Trinidad and Tobago was able to obtain 
the kind and level of exposure in the private international capital market 
which should facilitate access to that source of funding in future. 


He said: "It is clear, however, given the current international situation 
and the persistence of conditions, that such accommodation is likely to be 
on more difficult terms. "The country will have to continue to raise levels 


of domestic saving and investment." 


133 





Senator Jacelon said repeated forecasts predicting upturns in the world 
economy had all proven premature and there had been significant changes to 
suggest that present forecasts would prove different. 


"Despite a growing awareness of the need for economic recovery, the adjustment 
process is seriously impaired by falling productivity and lower levels of 
investment accompanied by rising unemployment and protectionism." 


Senator Jacelon said that it was mainly the public sector in the country that 
propelled the growth of the economy and the situation had now changed and 
the public sector could not be expected to sustain the effort. 


He said it had become even more critical that the savings effort of the 
country as a whole, and the private sector in particular, be redoubled if 
the gains achieved over the past decade were not to be jeopardised. 


Attention needed to be concentrated as much on mobilisation of resources for 
investment as on the concomitant and supporting non-investment factors, he 
said. 


Policy Measures 


Piloting the Budget in the form of the Appropriation Bill 1983 for 
$8,721,610,831, Senator Jacelon said that the society had become far too 


consumristic in its attitude. 


When studies were made the level of expenditure since the Budget would be 
seen, he said. 


He noted that from unofficial reports $4 million was supposed to be spent on 
the race track on Boxing Day. 


There was need to take notice of the signs sent, he said, to do so now more 
than at any other time. 


The policy measures adopted during the 1970s, he said, approached the issue 
of capital market development from two angles. 


.establishing and strengthening of the necessary institutional fi :mework 
within which the market could develop; and 


.making available shares, bonds and other financial instruments to satisfy 
the wide and varied needs of the several income levels of society. 


Touching on energy and exports, the Minister said that despite the diffi- 
culties and the risks associated with the establishment of the energy-based 
industries, they represented the fulfilment of a policy designed to broaden 
the productive base of the economy and provide a very real opportunity for 
the expansion and diversification of the country's exports. 
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Senator Jacelon said: "All the urgings in the world will come to nought 
unless the nation will accept and move forward to ensure that Trinidad and 
Tobago would remain as prosperous in the 80s as it was in the 70s. 


Charge of ‘Hidden Deficit' 


Port-of-Sapin TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 29 Dec 82 p 1 


[Text ] AN . 
Sr ee In other financial areas 
In 1982 the public debt 
pee occu ee & Senator Samaroo recollected a very high $1.528 million, and 
the tis . that Government had the current estimate for: 
Senator Brinsley Samaroo Accumulated $3,065 million servicing this debt was $611 
esterday that from the Ca ée million a year, which Senator 
ah” revenue had years, but he saw that Samaroo felt should not be 
totalled $6.3 billion and million was to be drawn out increased. 
rent expenditure $5.6 billion, this a. 70 per a a a 
but the figure for capital ex- Out of the savings’ of pester export i 
When this and leaving just $915 and crisis bateetinael 
pe wee ae, he asked. , ccmnseny. fle abvlead Gat te 
Came or ts Sat bile ee, He was also unhappy about — country should steer clear of 
aa 2 t wa jo pg the jungle of the internatio - 
iture, gave over $9 economy to reduce 
, and meant an eor- — ae emg Fong dependence on that system 


Best on Devaluation 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 30 Dec 82 p l 


[Text] The 1983 Budget has delivered a virtual "body blow" to the man in 
the street for which he was not prepared. 


Opposition Leader in the Senate, Senator Lloyd Best, gave this assessment 
in his contribution to the 1983 Budget Debate yesterday during which he 
strongly criticised Government's fiscal measures in the document. 


Senator Best, who was making his farewell speech beforeleaving on a United 
Nations sponsored assignment in Africa next month, made out a strong case 
for the devaluation of the Trinidad and Tobago dollar, as one of the obvious 


answers to the so-called economic crisis. 


He also spoke about a new generation who were not willing to "hold strain". 
In a somewhat emotional conclusion to his well received contribution, the 
former university lecturer warned that the pendulum was again swinging in 
the direction of the revolutionary upheaval of the late 1960's. 


Senator Best who recognised "snippets of insights" in coming to grips with 
the problems in the Budget ("but the question is how long it will take,") 


told the Senate yesterday: 


"This Budget is a hodge podge of randomly selected taxes which will not curb 
the urge to spend or achieve construction." 
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Emphasising that reduction of sulsidies and the consequent increases in 
taxi fares were politically ill-advised as time would prove, Senator Best 
argued there was nothing wrong with subsidies. 


What you had to was to ensure production was increased. 


Charging that the political regime of the 1950's was now dead ("What we are 
doing now is churching it for the burial"), Senator Best advised that now 
was the wrong time to announce the increased taxes as outlined in the '83 
Budget. 


The increases ought to have been made during the "seven good years" and one 
did not impose taxes when the financial picture was not healthy. 


Joint Union Assessment 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 30 Dec 82 p 6 


[Text ] Budget having impli- 


cations for the public sector. 
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are as convinced as the | 


The public sector unions — 


The manner in which the 
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ment, the six public sector 
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Govern- . 


Special Funds Balance 


Port-of-Spain SUNDAY GUARDIAN in English 1 Jan 83 pl 


[Text ] 


cso: 


AS 1982 ended yesterday, the Govern- 
ment announced a balance of two billion 
dollars ($2,029.2) in the Speical Funds. 

Since the Funds were established in 1974, 
total allocations to the end of 1982 
amounted to fourteen billion ($14,156.3)) A 
total of twelve billion ($12,127.1) was spent 
up to the end of 1982. 

The statement concerning the Special 
Funds was made by Senator Anthony 
Jacelon, Minister in the Ministry of Finance 
as the debate on the 1983 Budget ended in 
the Senate on Thursday night. 

Senator Jacelon said that the money had 
been properly spent on projects, such as the 
establishment of the Iron and Stéel plant, 
and had not been ‘‘frittered’’ away. 

‘Senator Jacelon’s statements foiiowed 


several questions raised by Opposition 
members concerning the money allocated to 
these special funds. Since 1974, a total of 47 
special funds were created but the number 
has now been reduced to 18. 

Senator Jacelon said he found it surpris- 
ing that questions were still being asked as 
to what had been done with the funds when 
the Government he said, had kept the coun- 
try informed on a regular basis. 

A perusal of the annual budget state- 
ments and supplementary documents, he 
cited, bore testimony to this. In addition, 
there was the document - ‘‘Accounting for 
the Petrodollar”’ - prepared and made public 
in 1977, and subsequently updated in 1980. 

These documents he added, had been sup- 
plemented bv numerous public statements 
made by Government spokesmen as well as 
publications relating to specific program- 
mes being undertaken. | 

The Minister told the Senate that the 
funds had been used exactly in the manner 
envisaged -- not frittered away but set 
apart until programmes and projects were 
adequately prepared for implementation. 

Largest of the funds, was the Petroleum 
Development Fund through which 
expenditures on energy and energy-based 
projects have been financed. 

otal expenditures on these activities 
have been estimated at $2,575.i million to 
the end of 1982. 3 

As a result of these e ditures, he 
recalled, the assets of ell Trinidad 
Limited were acquired. The Point Lisas 


3298/310 
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Industrial Estate was established, and this 
included a modern port and deep-water har- 
bour. 

Also, the Iron and Steel Company 
(ISCOTT), Tringen and Fertrin - two 
fertiliser plants -- that are now fully opera- 
tional. 


The Petroleum Development Fund, he 
said, has also financed one cross-country gas 
pipeline, while another was under construc- 
tion in order that the country s 
susbstantial gas resources could be put to 
industrial and commercial use. _ 

A major gas conservation project has also 
been completed with the result that gas. 
which would otherwise have been flared, is 
now productively utilised. 


He said there were also many other pro- 


‘jects, though not as costly, which were of 


particular importance in the diversification 
of the economy. 

The participation on Commercial Enter- 
rises Fund accounted for the second 
argest expenditure during the period, said 

Senator Jacelon. Expenditure is estimated 
at $1,358.3 million. 

Through this fund, he explained, public 
a aa was effected in a wide range of 
critical activities including commercial 
banking, development finance, insurance, 
the media, agriculture and forestry, air 
transport, shipping and tourism. 

Expenditure under the Roads Fund 
amounted to $1,342.7 million, and have re- 
sulted in substantial improvements to the 


system of highways, including the 

astWest Corridor from St. Joseph to 
Curepe; the Claude Noel Highway in ~~ 
from Shirvan Road to Windward Road; the 
Diego Martin Highway up to Sierra Leone 
Road; on-going improvements to the 
‘Princess Margaret Highway; and the 
Mucurapo Foreshore Freeway. 

Substantial expenditures amounting to 
$1,165.4 million were also incurred under the 
Housing Fund, said Senator Jacelon. And 
these expenditures he added, had already 
been identified by the Housing Minister - 
Senator Wendell Mottley. 

Expenditures through the Water Re- 
sources Fund - $718.2 million - resulted in a 
near doubling of water production within 
the country. . 











COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD & TOBAGO 


GOVERNMENT NEGOTIATES LOAN FOR PIPELINE 
FL241315 Bridgetown CANA in English 1758 GMT 23 Jan 83 


[Text] Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, 23 Jan (CANA)--The Government of Trinidad 
and Tobago has successfully negotiated a $120 million (1 TT dollar; 

41 cents U.S.) loan from nine Caribbean and international banks for 
financing a gas pipeline project, the government reported today. 


The pipeline, to run from 40 miles off the east coast to Point Lisas, a 
huge industrial centre, in south Trinidad, is being constructed by the 
National Gas Company. Overall cost is approximately (TT)$340 million. 


Among the banks agreeing to lend money to this oil-rich republic are the 

Royal Bank of Canada (Barbados) Limited, the Toronto Dominion Bank of the 
Bahamas, and the National Commercial Bank of Trinidad and Tobago. Agent 

for the lenders is the Orion Royal Bank Limited. 


A document containing the conditions of the loan was laid in the House of 
Representatives on Friday by Senator Anthony Jacelon, minister of the 
Ministry of Finance and Planning. 


The pipeline will be capable of transporting one billion cubic feet of 
national gas daily from the east coast of Trinidad to Point Lisas, govern- 


ment officials said. 


The agreement for the loan was signed here on 22 December last year by 
Prime Minister George Chambers. The other parties signed in New York. 


First draw-down on the loan took place on 31 December, government officials 
reported. 


Banks provided the loan (in TT dollars) are: Royal Bank of Canada (Barbados) 
Limited--$19,200,000, Bank of Nova Scotia--$19,200,000, the Industrial 

Bank of Japan Limited of New York--$19,200,000, Manufacturers Hanover Trust 
Company of New York--$19,200,000, the National Commercial Bank of Trinidad 

and Tobago--$14,400,000, the Tornoto Dominion Bank of the Bahamas--$12,000,000, 
Tai Yo Kobe Bank Limited--$7,200,000, Banque Belge Limited of London-- 
4,300,000, the Mitsui Trust and Banking Company Limited of New York-- 
$4,800,000. 


1:38 








Interest will be at five-eighths percent above 3 or 6 month libor for 
1 to 5 years, and three quarter percent above 3 or 6 months libor for the 
6th to 8th year. The Trinidad and Tobago Government is to select each 


interest period. 


Principal payments will begin 5 years after the date of signing of the 
agreement and will be made in seven equal semi-annual installments of 


$17,142,857.14. 


The management fee for the loan is $840,000. 


CSO: 3298/1189 
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COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD & TOBAGO 


STATISTICS OFFICE REPORTS ON TRADE BALANCE 
FL241725 Bridgetown CANA in English 1625 GMT 24 Jan 83 


[Text] Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, 24 Jan (CANA)--Trinidad and Tobago has 
reported an adverse visible trade balance of nearly $500 million (one 
TT dollar; 41 cents U.S.) during the January-July period last year. 


The most recent figures from the Central Stastistical Office (CSO) showed 
imports at $4,915 million, with exports at 4,438 million to leave the 
twin-island state with a visible deficit of (TT)$477 million. 


Petroleum products accounted for 90 percent of the country's exports, while 
imports of food, and capital goods such as machinery and transport equip- 
ment represented the bulk of the import bill. Food also contributed 
significantly, totalling nearly (TT)$300 million. 


Trinidad and Tobago's export performance was particularly badly hit by 
sharp declines in the export of sugar and sugar-based products. The value 
of these exports dropped by (TT)$34 million. There was also a $19 million 
decline in exports of cereal and cereal preparations. 


At the same time, the value of imported fuels and related materials rose 
substantially by more than $776 million. 


A breakdown of trade with the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) showed exports 
to CARICOM exceeding $230 million, or more than 5 percent of total domestic 
exports, while imports from the community into Trinidad and Tobago amounted 
to $182 million, or slightly less than 4 percent of total imports. 


The CSO also gave figures specifically for July 1981 and 1982, showing that 
there was a sharp deterioration of the country's trading position. 


Trinidad and Tobago finished July 1982 with a visible trade surplus of 
(TT)$156 million compared with (TT)$655 million for July 1981. 


Imports in July 1982 totalled $530 million, with exports at $686 million. 
In July 1981, imports amounted to $367 million, while exports exceeded 
$1,000 million. 

CSO: 3298/1189 


140 














COUNTRY SEC. ION TRINIDAD & TOBAGO 


MINISTERS URGE CLOSER L.A.-CARIBBEAN LINKS 
FL262010 Bridgetown CANA in English 1818 GMT 26 Jan 83 


[Text] Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, 26 Jan (CANA)--Three senior Caribbean 
government ministers have urged closer cooperation among Latin American 
and Caribbean countries during 2 days of talks here. The foreign ministers 
of Trinidad and Tobago, Grenada and the prime minister of the Netherlands 
Antilles all urged more action towards closer collaboration among countries 
that make up the Caribbean Development and Cooperation Committee (CDCC). 


Unison Whiteman of Grenada called on the committee to do more to actually 
implement plans which it makes on paper. Dr Basil Ince of Trinidad and 
Tobago hoped that the conference would mark the beginning of closer inter- 
action among members. Don Martina, prime minister of the Netherlands 
Antilles, called for the emergence of a unified Caribbean. 


The three ministers spoke during the 2-day conference held here under the 
auspices of the CDCC, an economic collaboration group created by the 
United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America (ECLA) to promote 
closer exchanges among countries of the western hemisphere. 


The conference was attended by officials from Barbados, Belize, Cuba, 
Dominican Republic, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, St Lucia, Suriname, 
Trinidad and Tobago and the Netherlands Antilles. Dr Ince of Trinidad and 


Tobago was chairman. 


Conferees studied ways of improving transportation among members, as well 
as plans for agricultural development and the establishment of a hemispheric 
data base using statistics collected from member countries. 


Mr Whiteman reiterated the Grenada Government's plea for the declaration 
of the Caribbean as a zone of peace, declaring that economic development 
can only be achieved in an atmosphere of peace and from a position of 
independence. "It is in the interest of the integrated development of our 
region that the neople's revolutionary government repeats the call for our 
region to be declared a zone of peace, independence, and development ," 


Mr Whiteman said. 
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He called for greater action towards cooperation by the committee, saying 
that members could not afford to be complacent. “In 1983, we have to 
ensure that the work we plan is done, and that the programmes and projects 
move from being promising phrases on paper, to bringing real benefits to 
our peoples," he added. 


The Grenadian minister also urged tolerance of the varying systems that 
members may introduce as they seek solutions to problems of poverty and 
under development. "We must aiways show tolerance and respect for each 
other's internal processes. We must be respectful of other people's 
decisions, needs and desires." 


Dr Ince expressed disappointment with the work of the CDCC thus far, noting 
that its efforts were being frustrated by a lack of resources and staff. 
Additionally, he said that some Caribbean governments have not always been 
consistent in fulfilling their commitment of support to the committee. 

But he hoped that in a year’s time, with a new approach, participants would 
be able to record their satisfaction at a CDCC working at full speed. 


"It is no secret that the high vision embodied in the creation of the CDCC 
some 8 years ago has not been as fully reflected in our experience of its 
functioning," said Dr Ince. 


He noted that the world was experiencing serious economic and social 
problems and no one country can by itself solve them. "We must cooperate 


or we will perish." 


But while urging action, the Trinidad and Tobago foreign minister warned 
against duplication of efforts and he called for a greater inflow of aid, 
insisting that the Caribbean still had the capability of absorbing more 


foreign assistance. 


Mr Martina stressed the need for the emergence of a single Caribbean man. 
The Caribbean contribution to Latin America must be to assist her in 
creating "Nuestra (our) Maerica, or America, not Latin, not Saxon. Just 
simply our America," he said. 


He praised the establisl.ment of the CDCC in 1975 at the behest of the late 
Trinidadian leader Dr Eric Williams, and said that although the countries 
of our region had distinctive cultural and historical identity, there was 
still a high degree of fragmentation. "These characteristics, coupled with 
the worsening world economic and political situation, strengthen the need 
to safeguard the viability of the existing mechanism for intra-Caribbean 
cooperation,’ Mr Martina declared. 


He called for a strengthening of the CDCC Secretariat in Port~of-Spain 
as one step towards improving cooperation and collaboration, and he urged 
members to renew their commitments to the grouping. 


CSO: 3298/1189 


142 


COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD & TOBAGO 


BRIEFS 


OIL FIRM GETS LOAN--Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, 21 Jan (CANA)--A consortium 
of six commercial banks and an indigenous finance corporation have created 
banking history here by guaranteeing a $55 million (one TT dollar; 41 cents 
U.S.) loan to a south Trinidad oil contracting firm to acquire three new 
drilling rigs. The loan was guaranteed to Skinner Marine Operations 
Limited during a ceremony in San Fernando, south Trinidad last Tuesday. 
Those involved are Citibank, NA, as the agent bank, the Development Finance 
Corporation, the Bank of Nova Scotia, the Republic Bank, Royal Bank, the 
Bank of Commerce, and the Workers' Bank. Under the agreement, Citibank 
will provide $12 million, Royal Bank, the Republic Bank, the Development 
Finance Corporation, and the Bank of Nova Scotia $9 million each, the 
Workers’ Bank $2 million, and the Bank of Commerce $5 million. The new 
rigs will be purchased from [a] subsidiary of the U.S. Steel Corporation, 
U.S. Steel Oilwell, and contracted out to three oil companies operating in 
this country. The oil companies identified were Trintoc, Amoco and Trinmar. 
The loan is repayable in 7 years. [Text] [FL212230 Bridgetown CANA in 
English 2212 GMT 21 Jan 83] 


CSO: 3298/1189 
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COUNTRY SECTION TURKS AND CAICOS 


BRIEFS 


GOVERNOR'S THRONE SPEECH--Grand Turk, Turks and Caicos Friday (CANA)-- 

The government of the Turks and Caicos Islands has pledged to add light manu- 
facturing to the three main pillars of the economy fishing, tourism and 

the finance centre. In the Throne Speech in the Legislative Council this 
month, Governor Christopher Turner conceded that the Government was a little 
disappointed in tourism. He said that the Government of this British crown 
colony had found it extremely difficult to move the tourist industry in the 
direction it wanted. "The shortage of funds, coupled with a persistent 
recession in our main market, the United States, have prevented any really 
appreciable growth from taking place," the Governor said. Mr. Turner noted, 
however, that there had been some positive development, with the number of 
hotel rooms moving from 15 in 1980 to 240 and several more being under con- 
Struction... He said: "More generally, it is my Government's intention to 
pursue its policy of developing the tourist industry at the top end of the 
market," he said. "For these islands it is clear that quality is more impor- 
tant than quantity, and it is hoped that those who plan to invest in tourism 
facilities here will bear this in mind."’ On the question of light industry, 
the Governor said, it was not only important in order to diversity the economy 
but also could add stability. [Text] [Bridgetown SUNDAY ADVOCATE-NEWS in 


English 2 Jan 83 p 3] 
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